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An Act to Stimulate Solar Power in the United States 

Be It Enacted By The Yale Model Congress 

  
 

Preamble: Whereas solar energy efficiency stands at 29 percent in 2017, whereas it has 

increased from 26.6 percent in 2015, whereas the average cost of PV panels has 

dropped by 60 percent since 2010, whereas the cost of a solar electric system has 

dropped by 50 percent, whereas solar energy can pay for itself in five to ten years, 

whereas solar jobs have increased 123 percent since November 2010, whereas 

successful solar power plants have been successfully implemented in countries such 

as India, China, Germany, Japan, and Italy, whereas only .6 percent of the U.S. is 

needed to fuel the country. 

  

Definitions: Let PV (photovoltaics) panels be defined as a method of using solar cells to 

generate power by collecting solar energy and converting it into a flow of electrons. 

  

Section 1:   An independent committee consisting of experts on clean energy and solar power 

engineers will be established and overseen by the Environment and Protection 

agency. 

  

Subsection A: This committee will work to establish plans for a large scale solar power 

plant in the Great Basin Desert of Nevada and work to build it. 

  

Section 2: $1.6 billion will be allocated to the Department of Energy’s Clean Energy Division 

from the $7.5 billion being invested in energy sources which hurt the environment. 

 

           Subsection A: The construction of the solar power plant will be funded and overseen by 

the Department of Energy’s Clean Energy Division 

  

Subsection B: A 15% tax on all carbon emissions in the U.S. will be established to pay 

for the construction and operation of the solar energy plants. 

  



Section 3: Following its establishment, the plant will be run by SolarReserve and overseen by 

the Department of Energy. 

  

Section 4: This bill will go into effect 91 days after passage. 
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Title of Bill: An Act to Reduce the Amount of Beef Consumed  

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 

Preamble: Whereas shifting diets away from beef could reduce the worldwide per capita 

greenhouse gas emissions related to eating habits by 50% and slow down future deforestation. 

Whereas both of these are major factors contributing to global climate change. Whereas if less 

red meat—particularly beef— were consumed, it would lead to a 15-35% reduction in per capita 

greenhouse gas emissions related to food and land use. Whereas the largest factor contributing to 

food-related deforestation is eating meat. Increasing population results in more mouths to feed, 

and currently most of the calories consumed by Americans come from meat-based foods. 

Whereas beef is highly inefficient to produce because only 1% of feed consumed by cattle is 

converted to calories that humans intake from eating beef. Whereas poultry is slightly better 

because 11% of their feeds converts to calories that humans intake. Whereas beef wastes more 

freshwater and land than any other food staple, and also generates more greenhouses gases than 

any other type of protein. Whereas in an average American diet, the greenhouse gas emissions 

resulting from meat consumption is equivalent to emissions caused by energy use. Whereas 

reducing America’s collective carbon footprint through cutting down beef consumption will slow 

down the rampant effects of climate change and contribute to keeping the global warming to 

within 3.6ºF, as outlined in the Paris climate agreement.  

 

Section 1: All food service establishments, including restaurants, corporate cafeterias, schools, 

public facilities, penitentiary institutions, etc. must reduce their expenditures on all beef products 

by 20%. If expenditures on beef accounted less than 5% of the total budget for all food products, 

than said establishment must reduce their expenditures by 10%.  

 

Section 2: This bill shall be in effect for 730 days after passage . After 730 days, this bill shall be 

repealed, its renewal contingent on the judgment of lawmakers who shall evaluate its 

effectiveness and consequences.  

  

 Subsection A: The lawmakers who shall evaluate its effectiveness shall be 

representatives of the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee.  

 



Section 3: The funding of this bill will be determined by the Ways and Means committee.  

 

Section 4: This bill shall go into effect 91 days after passage.  
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Title: A Bill to Promote the Creation of Offshore Wind Farms In Order to Move Towards 

Cleaner Energy. 

  

Be It Enacted By The Yale Model Congress 

  

Preamble: It is undeniable that mankind has had a detrimental impact on the environment. 

Climate change is real and if the United States continues to deny this fact, the world could 

become irreversibly changed for the worse. In order to prevent this grim future, the Congress of 

the United States of America must make legislation to enforce clean energy and the limitation of 

fossil fuel use.  

  

Section 1:   Construction of offshore wind farms in coastal states and the limitation of fossil 

fuels shall be promoted by the federal government.  

 

Subsection A: Companies that research and research and development wind 

farms will be eligible for more tax credits.  

 

Subsection B: Federal aid to the states shall be provided for public 

construction of wind farms.  

 

Section 2:  Coastal States can choose to construct these offshore wind farms and will receive tax 

breaks if these states use the energy supplied by the wind farms to limit their use of fossil fuels.  

 

Section 3:  The Committee on Energy and Natural Resources will oversee this Bill’s 

implementation in participating states and will inspect the state’s fossil fuel use and production,  

after the fact, in order to make sure the state qualifies for tax breaks. 

 

Subsection A: A state is only eligible for tax breaks if there is a statistically 

significant decrease in the use and production of fossil fuels after the construction 

of offshore wind farms. 



 

Subsection B: The first inspection will take place two years after the construction 

of wind farms.  

 

Section 4: The Internal Revenue Service, the Department of the Interior, and the Environmental 

Protection Agency shall also oversee implementation.  

 

Subsection A: The Internal Revenue Service shall review any tax credit 

claims.  

Subsection B: The Department of the Interior and the EPA should oversee 

the wind farm construction itself.  

  

Section 5: The plan shall receive $10 billion in funding per year for the sates for the next 10 

years with the option for renewal. Tax credit funds to companies shall be unlimited.  

 

Section 6:  Plans for construction should begin one month after the bill is passed and wind farms 

should be fully constructed in ten years.  
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Title of Bill: An Act to Regulate the Creation of Carbon Dioxide (CO2)-Emitting Infrastructure 

and Promote Clean Energy Development in the United States of America. 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 
 

Preamble:  
“Scientific evidence for warming of the climate system is unequivocal.” -
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
A spike of carbon dioxide (CO2) levels in recent years has negatively impacted the 
climate throughout the country in tumultuous fashion. Recent catastrophes have 
provided evidence to an increasing case in which human driven climate change has 
directed influenced stronger and more violent hurricanes. Such is the case with the 
recent string of Category 4 and 5 hurricanes to hit the United States this past 
hurricane season. Additionally, extensive drought in places such as California and 
the Southeastern portion of the United States, and a compounding of evidence 
purporting a correlation between record high temperatures and the amount of CO2 in 
the atmosphere further substantiate the obligation for action. The United States’ 
withdrawal from the Paris Climate Accord was a proverbial step backward in 
addressing these dire circumstances, in innovation, and insurance of this country's 
future. Furthermore, the United States is among the leading contributors of the 
world’s CO2 emissions, accounting for approximately 20% of the world’s CO2 
emissions, according to a Berkeley study. By taking an active role in reducing the 
amount of CO2 emissions, the United States would join a global effort with China, 
France, Canada, India, and a multitude of other countries around the world to combat 
climate change. 

 

Definitions: Let climate change be defined as any long term change in Earth’s climate which 
includes warming, cooling, and changes besides temperature as a result of an increase of 
greenhouse gas emissions from the perpetual use of fossil fuels. 
 

 

Section 1: An independent committee of forty experts on global warming and climate change 

will be created by the Senate committee on Environment and Public Works. 

 
 Subsection A: The committee will be tasked to review the creation of CO2 emitting 
infrastructure in the United States. 
 



Subsection B: Once the review is completed, the committee will produce 
recommendations for developing and implementing a plan for the use of clean renewable energy 
sources within existing infrastructure.  
 
Section 2: The recommendations will have to be met or refuted by the companies within 60 days 
in order to build the proposed infrastructure in the United States. 
 
Section 3: $30,000,000 will be earmarked and allocated to the Environmental Protection Agency      
to oversee and regulate the committee. 

  
Section 4: Funding for this bill will be allocated by the Senate Finance Committee.  
 
Section 5: This bill will take effect thirty days after passage. 
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Title of Bill: An Act to Eliminate Factory Farming   
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

Preamble: Whereas factory farming is a process designed to mass produced meat for human 

consumption.  Whereas factory farming leads to the inhumane treatment of animals, risk to 

human health, and an increase in greenhouse gas emission adding to the growing greenhouse gas 

in our stratosphere contributing to the global warming epidemic.  Whereas factory farming and 

the keeping of livestock in extremely close quarters leads to the overuse of antibiotics which 

leads to a growing epidemic of antibiotic resistance in humans.  Whereas factory farming leads 

to global pollution problems and is not only inhumane but poses a risk to human health.  

Section 1:  Let factory farming be defined as the process of rearing livestock using intensive 

methods where, animals consumed by humans are confined indoors under strictly controlled 

conditions. 

  

Section 2: Let all factory farms which receive government subsides remove all indoor 

apparatuses used for the raising of livestock by the year 2022. 

  

Section 3: Let all farms which remove process of raising animals indoors institute a free 

range raising policy by the same year 2022. 

  

Section 4: Let all farms which do not comply with the above standards receive a 6% 

decrease in subsidies each year until the standards are met. 

  

Section 5:  Let all farms which have complied with the above standards receive an additional 2% 

increase in subsidies would they implement and “grass fed” or “pasture raised” feeding processes 

for the livestock which they raise.  

 



Section 6:  Let all funding for this bill be allocated by the ways and means committee. 

 

Section 7: Let this bill be hereby enacted 91 days after its passage.  
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Title: An Act to Build and Protect National Offshore Aquaculture  
 
Preamble:  Whereas to better promote the saltwater fishing and aquaculture industries, it 
is vitally important to unify and coordinate research, support, and regulatory activities 
among various academic institutions and governmental entities. Whereas it is necessary 
to diversify the fishing and farming industries for the next generation. Whereas salt water 
aquaculture maintains the nation’s legacy and industries while providing economic, 
ecological and social benefits. Whereas aquaculture in comparison to modern aquaculture 
uses little to no fresh water, does not require fertilizer, and aquatic animals are on average 
10-20% more efficient at converting feed to protein than land animals. Whereas the 
global population is continuing to grow and with it comes an increase in food demand for 
affordable, yet healthy food. Whereas aquaculture is emerging rapidly as a food industry 
and globally makes up near half of the seafood we consume, but most of this growth is 
outside the United States. However, the United States still imports 85% of our seafood. 
Whereas saltwater aquaculture can help the nation reduce its $8 billion seafood trade 
deficit. 
 
 

Be it hereby enacted by the Yale Model Congress: 
 
Section 1: Definitions 
 

a. The term Exclusive Economic Zone means, unless otherwise 
specified by the President in the public interest in a writing published in the Federal 
Register, a zone, the outer boundary of which is 200 nautical miles from the baseline 
from which the breadth of the territorial sea is measured, except as established by a 
maritime boundary treaty in force, or being provisionally applied by the United States 
or, in the absence of such a treaty where the distance between the United States and 
another nation is less than 400 nautical miles, a line equidistant between the United 
States and the other nation. 

b. The term offshore aquaculture means all activities, including the 
operation of offshore aquaculture facilities, involved in the propagation and rearing, 
or attempted propagation and rearing, of marine species in the United States 
Exclusive Economic Zone. 



 

 

c. The term Secretary means the Secretary of Commerce. 
 
Section 2: Authorize the Secretary of Commerce to issue offshore aquaculture permits 
 a. Procedure for permit issuance 
  i. an applicant for an offshore aquaculture permit shall submit a proposed 
location and type of farming, marine species farmed or reared at the site and in any part 
of the process in an application to the Secretary. 
  ii. The Secretary has 200 days after determining the completeness of an 
application to deem is satisfactory. If any sort of delay occurs, the Secretary must provide 
a written notice to applicant indicating a reasonable timeline for deciding to issue or deny 
the permit. 
   a. the permit shall have a duration of 10 years, renewable thereafter 
at the discretion of the Secretary in up to 20-year increments. 

   b. At the termination of a permit for any reason, the permit 

holder shall remove all gear and other property from the location, and take other 

measures to restore the location as may be prescribed by the Secretary. 
 b. Subject to the provisions, the Secretary shall establish the terms, conditions, 
and restrictions that apply to offshore aquaculture permits, and shall specify in the 
permits: the duration, size, and location of the offshore aquaculture facility. 
  i. Secretary required to monitor operations and environmental impacts  
 c. If not a project that involves testing or farm-based research on aquaculture 
science and new technologies, which require concurrence of the Secretary of the Interior  
 
Section 3:The Secretary shall establish and consult, in consultation with appropriate 
Federal agencies and regional fishery management councils established under section 302 
of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (16 U.S.C. 1852), 
additional environmental requirements to address ecological risks and impacts associated 
with offshore aquaculture. The environmental requirements shall address, but are not 
limited to: 

i. impacts and risks to the natural fish stocks  
ii. impacts and risks to water quality, habitat, and overall marine 
ecosystem 
iii. require species in aquaculture practice be native to the region 
iv. maintain and monitor through data and records the movement 
of other marine species and harvest, if necessary tagging 

 
 

 

 

Section 4:  Payments 

 a. The Secretary is authorized and may choose to establish and regulate 
application fees and annual permit fees. Such fees shall be deposited as offsetting 
collections in the Operations, Research, and Facilities (ORF) account. Possible fees may 
be collected only to the extent provided in Appropriation Acts. 

Kommentar [1]: Why 200 days? 

Kommentar [2]: Not a committee? 
Will this be delegated to a team? 

Kommentar [3]: I would just look into 
a couple of agencies. Obviously the 
EPA would be the go to option but 
considering their current work they 
wouldnt be a great gauge for an 
environmental agency. 



 

 

b. The Secretary may reduce or waive applicable fees or other payments 
established under this section for facilities used primarily for research. 

Section 5: Research  
 a. establish a research and development program to further marine aquaculture 
systems with marine ecosystems 
  i. collaborate with Department of Agriculture to conduct research  
  ii. Authorize research partnership with permit holders  
 
Section 6: Compatibility  

a. States that do not want aquaculture within 12 miles of their coast may notify the 
Secretary and no new permits will be accepted in this area unless the notice is revoked. 
 
Section 7: Funding for this bill should be enacted by the Ways and Means Committee.  
 
Section 8: This bill will take effect 91 days after its passage. 
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Title of Bill: An Act to Balance the U.S Energy Market 

 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 
 

Preamble: Whereas renewable energy is a growing part of the energy market, Whereas 

renewable energy will account for about one-third of new electricity generation 

added to the U.S. grid over the next three years (Worldwatch Institute,) Whereas 

renewable technologies now produce 22% of world's electricity (The Guardian,) 

Whereas renewable energy can lead to reduced reliance on foreign fuel and eventual 

energy independence, Whereas research and development of renewable energy has 

been severely hindered in the U.S, Whereas renewable energy lacks the degree of 

ability to mass produce products that non-renewable industries have, Whereas non-

renewable energy companies and suppliers are currently able to write off more than 

the whole capital cost of their assets with the percentage depletion method in26 U.S. 

Code § 613, giving them a lower tax burden than the younger renewable industries, 

Whereas renewable projects and companies are often smaller and hence unable to 

communicate with the audience of customers that non-renewable companies can, 

 

Section 1:   For companies and businesses actively engaged in the research, development, and 

manufacturing of renewable energy or renewable energy products, grant a total 

federal corporate and income tax credit of 30% valid from FY 2018 through to the 

end of FY 2033. 

  

Subsection A: Let 'renewable energy' be defined as clean energy generated from 

renewable sources such as wind power, tide and hydro power, and photovoltaic 

power. 

 

Subsection B: Let 'renewable energy products' be defined as products directly involved 

in the generation of renewable energy or that directly aid in the generation of 

renewable energy. 

 

 

 

Section 2: For companies and businesses who purchase or source 40% or more of their energy 

usage from renewable energy, grant a total federal corporate and income tax credit of 



2.5% valid from FY 2018 through to the end of FY 2038. 

  

 Subsection A: Allow companies and businesses to deduct funds contributed to the 

research or development of renewable energy or renewable energy products from 

their federal corporate and income tax, with a cap of 5% out of the total potential tax. 

This deductible will be available from FY 2018 through to the end of FY 2038. 

 

Section 3: Reduce subsidies given to the research and development of natural gas, oil, and 

nuclear energy and the products producing them by 50%. 

  

 Subsection A: A total of 30% of the funds deducted from the subsidies in Section 3 will 

be used to subsidize the research and development of renewable energy and 

renewable energy products. 

 

 Subsection B: A total of 50% of the funds deducted from the subsidies in Section 3 will 

be used to subsidize the research, development, and construction of mass production 

techniques and installations for renewable energy products. 

 

 Subsection C: The subsidy requirements in this section will be based off the spending 

levels for energy sector subsidies during FY 2017 and will take effect in FY 2018. 

The new ratios of spending on energy sector subsidies for FY 2018 must stay 

constant until FY 2028. 

  

Section 4: Each of the percentage "depletion allowances" specified in section 613(b) of the IRC 

will be reduced by about two thirds. Oil, coal, and natural gas suppliers will no 

longer be able to deduct as much for the loss of any fuels mined or drilled from their 

Federal taxes. 

 

 Subsection A: Amend 26 U.S. Code § 613 Subsection b1 to read ‘7.5 Percent’. 
 

 Subsection B: Amend 26 U.S. Code § 613 Subsection b2 to read ‘5 Percent’. 
 

 Subsection C: Amend 26 U.S. Code § 613 Subsection b3 to read ‘4.5 Percent’. 
 

 Subsection D: Amend 26 U.S. Code § 613 Subsection b4 to read ‘4 Percent’. 
 

 Subsection E: Amend 26 U.S. Code § 613 Subsection b5 to read ‘2.5 Percent’. 
 

 Subsection F: Amend 26 U.S. Code § 613 Subsection b6 to read ‘1.5 Percent’. 
 

 Subsection G: Amend 26 U.S. Code § 613 Subsection b7 to read ‘4.5 Percent’. 
 

Section 5: This bill will go into effect 91 days after passage. 
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Title of Bill: An Act to Establish a Water Works Project 

 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 
Preamble: Whereas 1.7 trillion gallons of water are wasted every year due to lack of pipe replacement and 

broken and leaky pipes (enviroliteracy); Whereas 44% of water infrastructure is categorized as 

poor, very poor, or life elapsed (enviroliteracy); Whereas it is estimated that 23,000-75,000 sewage 

overflows occur each year, causing up to 10 billion gallons of untreated wastewater (foxbusiness); 

Whereas In 2015, The American Water Works Association’s State of the Water reported that the 

renewal and replacement of water and wastewater infrastructure is one of the five most important 

problems faced by the US water industry (deloitte); Whereas many of pipes were laid down in the 

early to mid-20th century, causing an estimated 240,000 water main breaks per year 

(waterandhealth); Whereas about six billion gallons of treated drinking water are lost every day 

(waterandhealth); Whereas American Society of Civil Engineers rated America’s drinking water 

and wastewater infrastructure was graded as D and D+ grades, respectively (thehill); Whereas the 

federal infrastructure investment is 0.5% of gross domestic product (cbpp); Whereas the state and 

local infrastructure investment is 1.95% of gross domestic product (cbpp). 

 

Section 1: Assessing and repairing all damaged water pipes and mains in the United States will take place in the 

next twenty five years. 

 

  Subsection A: Damaged water pipes and mains will be defined as cracked, compromising of the 

metal, evidence of seepage, or any pipe or main older than one hundred years.  

 

  Subsection B: All pipes and mains will be made with copper as lead pipes have caused health 

problems.  

 

  Subsection C: Pipes and mains with extensive damage will be the first to be repaired. 

 

   Subsection I: Following damage, pipes and mains will be replaced in order from oldest to 

newest. 

    

  Subsection D: The assessments will be done by the Department of Public Works and repairs will be 

conducted by multiple sources. 

   

   Subsection I: Approved engineers by the Department of Public Works will repair the damaged 

water pipes and mains. 

   



 

 

   Subsection II:  Work release programs will be established with local prisons to have prisoners 

help with the reconstruction for volunteer hours. 

  

Section 2: The federal government will reestablish infrastructure spending to 1% of gross domestic product. 

 

Section 3: The federal government will work with state governments (governors) with a goal to increase state 

funding for infrastructure to 2.5% of gross domestic product.  

  

Section 4: The federal government will work with local governments (mayors) with a goal to increase water 

bureau taxes to help offset the costs of infrastructure repairs.  

 

Section 5: The United States Environmental Protection Agency will oversee the enactment of this bill. 

 

Section 6: This bill will go into effect 91 days after passage. 
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Title of Bill: An Act to Promote Nuclear Power in the United States  

 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 
 

Preamble: Whereas 32% of all greenhouse gas pollution in the United States is caused by 
electricity production, whereas in the year 2011 utility coal plants in the United States emitted a 
total of 1.7 billion tons of CO2, whereas each typical coal power plant generates 3.5 million tons 
of CO2 each year, whereas coal plants are the leading source of SO2 pollution in the United 
States, whereas SO2 emissions cause acid rain which thus damages crops, forests, and soils, 
whereas coal plants are responsible for more than half of the U.S. human-caused emission of 
mercury, whereas the typical coal plant emits 170 pounds of mercury each year, whereas a 
typical, uncontrolled, coal plant emits 10,300 tons of nitrogen oxides (NOx) each year, whereas 
NOx pollution causes ground level smog, can burn lung tissue, and make individuals more 
susceptible to chronic respiratory diseases, whereas a coal-burning power plant creates over 
300,000 tons of waste ash and sludge each year, whereas nuclear power plants emit no carbon 
dioxide, sulfur dioxide, nitrogen oxides, mercury, or other toxic gases,  whereas nuclear power 
plants generate electricity everyday, 24 hours a day, at a 92 percent capacity factor, whereas 
nuclear power plants are more efficient than any other type of energy – combined-cycle natural 
gas at a 56 percent capacity factor, coal-fired at 55 percent, and wind at 33 percent, whereas a 
new nuclear facility creates 400 to 700 permanent jobs per 1,000 megawatts of electricity 
generating capacity, whereas a new coal plant creates 90 jobs, new wind farms create 50 jobs, 
and new natural gas plants create 50 jobs 
 

 

Section 1: Employees of coal power plants planning on adopting this method of reformation 
must be notified at least one year prior to the plan being put into effect.  

a. All employees who remain in good standing, to be determined by the 
individual factories and overseen by this committee, will have a guaranteed 
job at the plant once reconstruction is completed.  

b. Companies partaking in this transition will be required to educate their 
employees on the new processes and safety precautions of a nuclear power 
plant, in order to ensure the safety of each individual. 

 

Section 2: A sum of $20 billion will be allocated every year to subsidize the construction of new 
nuclear power plants and the remodeling of coal plants.  



a. Being that $6-$9 billon is the estimated cost to construct one nuclear power 
plant, let at least that amount of the $20 billon be used to cover the 
reconstruction costs of plants.  

i. At least $3 billon will help to reduce the operating costs of the plant in the 
earliest stages of its use, and will go towards nuclear fuel rods, from 
The United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission (USNRC), 
needed to power the plant.  

ii. The remaining funds, of at least $3 billon, will be spent to help 
deconstruct the coal power plants and provide relocation packages 
for employees.  

  
Section 3:  Let the Environment and Public Works Committee oversee and approve funds for the 
deconstruction of coal plants and replacement with nuclear power plants.  

a. Individual coal-power plants, or companies, who adopt this plan, will receive 
a 3% decrease in the company’s corporate tax rate. 

b. If individual coal-power plants, or companies, do not adopt this plan by the 
year 2025, they will receive a 2% increase in their annual corporate tax rate.  

 

Section 4: A sum of $500 million will be allocated to continue nuclear reactor development and 
improved methods of construction.  

a. The USNRC will oversee the allocation of these funds and be responsible for 
reviewing labs and universities that apply for these subsidies.   
 

Section 5: A sum of $250 million will be allocated towards continued research into safer burial 
techniques for expended fuel rods. 

a. The USNRC will oversee the allocation of these funds and be responsible for 
reviewing labs and universities that apply for these subsidies.   

 
Section 6: Funding for these programs shall come from the Ways and Means Committee.  

 
Section 7: This bill will take effect 91 days after its passage. 


