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Title of Bill: An Act to Stimulate High-Speed Rail Development in the United States 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 
 

 
Preamble: Whereas high-speed rail is three times as energy efficient as cars and six times as 

energy efficient as planes, whereas the only existing high-speed rail line in the 
United States, the Acela Express, generates forty-four dollars in profits for every 
passenger for a total of 147 million dollars in profit every year, whereas high-speed 
rail projects create hundreds of thousands of jobs, whereas high-speed rail has 
already been successfully implemented in countries such as Germany, Japan, China, 
France, Italy, South Korea, and Spain, whereas high-speed rail can reduce travel 
time on intercity corridors of 500 miles by eliminating transportation to outlying 
airports, 

 
Definitions: Let high-speed rail be defined as trains travelling over the speed of 200 miles per 

hour and at an average speed of at least 125 mph throughout the duration of the 
train’s trip, disregarding stations. 

 
Section 1: An independent committee of fifteen experts on high-speed rail, large-scale 

construction projects, and environmental impacts will be assembled by the House 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

 
 Subsection A: This committee will compile a list of five corridors in the United States 

under 500 miles where high-speed rail can be effectively developed with 
regards to affordability and future profitability.  

 
 Subsection B: This committee will also contract private rail transport companies to 

construct high-speed trainsets to run on these lines. 
 
Section 2: Once this list of five routes has been compiled, the committee will present its findings 

to congress, which will vote and select one of these routes to be constructed and its 
corresponding trainsets purchased. 

 
Section 3: Seven billion dollars will then be allocated to the Department of Transportation, 

which will oversee the construction of this line. 
 
 



Section 4:  After this lines completion, operation of the high speed line will be operated by 
Amtrak and overseen by the Department of Transportation. 

 
Section 4: After this line’s completion, the House Committee on Transportation and 

Infrastructure will reanalyze the prospect of constructing further high-speed rail lines 
and can propose the construction of the remaining four lines. 

 
Section 5: Funding for this bill will be allocated by the House Ways and Means Committee. 
 
Section 6: This bill will go into effect 91 days after passage. 




