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Alexandra McAlpin  San Clemente High School 

Author  Delegation 

 

Title of Bill: Cost of Water Increase Approval 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 
 

Preamble: 

As a member of the Judiciary red senate I support the decision for congress to draft a law putting 

a cost on all water supply.  

 
 

Section 1:   
In response to successful campaigns which have risen quite the heavy amount of turmoil, 

accusing the government of failure to address proven facts that there have been decreases in 

climate sustainability which could affect the health and welfare of future population of 

Americans.  

 

 Subsection A: This law received a 2/3 vote after being drafted, and is deemed 

constitutional by the Judiciary senate in order for the decrease in water waste, which will 

affect the long term safety and well being of citizens on a global level, but specifically 

Americans. Our ecosystem relies on a surplus of water, and with many recent droughts and 

a recent increase in temperature, water supply is at risk in years to come. Research done by 

organizations called Earth Guardians and Our Child’s Trust back up this data, and have 

been raising awareness for the lack of government support in maintaining a future livable 

ecosystem.  In the constitution we reserve the right to “promote the general Welfare” for 

all Americans, and thereby not abiding by this law would be unconstitutional. I place my 

opinion and will thereby stand by it, as well as the entire judiciary branch. 
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Brian Weinberger 
 

 Jericho High School  

Title of Bill: An Act to Outlaw the Death Penalty 

 

Be It Enacted By The Yale Model Congress 

 

Preamble: Whereas thirty-one (31) states currently allow capital punishment; Whereas 

approximately 1 in every 25 people sentenced to death is innocent; Whereas executions by lethal 

injection are botched approximately 7% of the time; Whereas when an execution is botched, the 

person being executed feels excruciating pain; Whereas even if an execution is not botched, the 

waiting period before an execution can be considered psychological torture; and Whereas this 

contradicts the Eighth Amendment, forbidding Cruel and Unusual punishment: 

 

Section 1: Short Title 

A. This bill may be cited as the “Death Penalty Repeal Act of 2017”. 
 

Section 2: Definition of Terms 

B. The following terms shall be interpreted as follows: 

1. Death Penalty 

a) Any sort of legal sentencing to death, including, but not limited to: 

(1) Lethal Injections; 

(2) Lethal Gas; 

(3) Electrocution; 

(4) Firing Squad. 

2. Lethal Injection 

a) Any injection deliberately given to a convicted prisoner for the 

purpose of killing said prisoner. 

3. Capital Offense 

a) Any crime which, according to U.S. law, is punishable by death 

4. A prisoner on “death row” is any prisoner who has been sentenced to 

death and is awaiting execution. 

 

Section 3: Current Laws 



 

C. All capital offenses (listed below), except those listed in Section 4, shall be 

amended:  

D. These crimes shall now carry a minimum sentence of 20 years in prison and a 

maximum sentence of life in prison: 

1. 8 U.S.C. 1324: Murder related to the smuggling of aliens; 

2. 18 U.S.C. 32, 18 U.S.C. 33, 18 U.S.C. 34: Destruction of aircraft, motor 

vehicles, or related facilities resulting in death; 

3. 18 U.S.C. 36: Murder committed during a drug-related drive-by shooting; 

4. 18 U.S.C. 37: Murder committed at an airport serving international civil 

aviation; 

5. 18 U.S.C. 115 [by cross-reference to 18 U.S.C. 1111]: Retaliatory murder 

of a member of the immediate family of law enforcement officials; 

6. 18 U.S.C. 241, 18 U.S.C. 242, 18 U.S.C. 245, 18 U.S.C. 247: Civil rights 

offenses resulting in death; 

7. 18 U.S.C. 351 [by cross-reference to 18 U.S.C. 1111]: Murder of a 

member of Congress, an important executive official, or a Supreme Court 

Justice; 

8. 18 U.S.C. 794: Espionage; 

9. 18 U.S.C. 844: Death resulting from offenses involving transportation of 

explosives, destruction of government property, or destruction of property 

related to foreign or interstate commerce; 

10. 18 U.S.C. 924: Murder committed by the use of a firearm during a crime 

of violence or a drug-trafficking crime; 

11. 18 U.S.C. 930 [by cross-reference to 18 U.S.C. 1111]: Murder committed 

in a federal government facility; 

12. 18 U.S.C. 1111: First-degree murder; 

13. 18 U.S.C. 1114 [by cross-reference to 18 U.S.C. 1111]: Murder of a 

federal judge or law enforcement official; 

14. 18 U.S.C. 1116 [by cross-reference to 18 U.S.C. 1111]: Murder of a 

foreign official; 

15. 18 U.S.C. 1118: Murder by a federal prisoner; 

16. 18 U.S.C. 1119 [by cross-reference to 18 U.S.C. 1111]: Murder of a US 

national in a foreign country; 

17. 18 U.S.C. 1121 [by cross-reference to 18 U.S.C. 1111]: Murder of a state 

or local law enforcement official or other person aiding in a federal 

investigation; murder of a State correctional officer; 

18. 18 U.S.C. 1201: Murder during a kidnapping; 

19. 18 U.S.C. 1203: Murder during a hostage taking; 

20. 18 U.S.C. 1503 [by cross-reference to 18 U.S.C. 1111]: Murder of a court 

officer or juror; 



 

21. 18 U.S.C. 1512 [by cross-reference to 18 U.S.C. 1111]: Murder with the 

intent of preventing testimony by a witness, victim, or informant; 

22. 18 U.S.C. 1513 [by cross-reference to 18 U.S.C. 1111]: Retaliatory 

murder of a witness, victim, or informant; 

23. 18 U.S.C. 1716: Mailing of injurious articles with intent to kill or resulting 

in death; 

24. 18 U.S.C. 1751 [by cross-reference to 18 U.S.C. 1111]: Assassination or 

kidnapping resulting in the death of the President or Vice President; 

25. 18 U.S.C. 1958: Murder for hire; 

26. 18 U.S.C. 1959: Murder involved in a racketeering offense; 

27. 18 U.S.C. 1992: Willful wrecking of a train resulting in death; 

28. 18 U.S.C. 2113: Bank-robbery-related murder or kidnapping; 

29. 18 U.S.C. 2119: Murder related to a carjacking; 

30. 18 U.S.C. 2280: Murder committed during an offense against maritime 

navigation; 

31. 18 U.S.C. 228i: Murder committed during an offense against a maritime 

fixed platform; 

32. 21 U.S.C. 848: Murder related to a continuing criminal enterprise or 

related murder of a Federal, State, or local law enforcement officer; 

33. 49 U.S.C. 46502: Death resulting from aircraft hijacking. 

 

Section 4: Exceptions 

E. The following capital offenses shall be exempt from the amendments stated in 

Section 3 of this bill, and shall remain punishable by execution: 

1. 18 U.S.C. 1091: Genocide; 

2. 18 U.S.C. 1120 [by cross-reference to 18 U.S.C. 1111]: Murder by an 

escaped federal prisoner already sentenced to life imprisonment; 

3. 18 U.S.C. 2245: Murder related to rape or child molestation; 

4. 18 U.S.C. 2251: Murder related to sexual exploitation of children; 

5. 18 U.S.C. 2332: Terrorist murder of a US national in another country; 

6. 18 U.S.C. 2332a: Murder by the use of a weapon of mass destruction; 

7. 18 U.S.C. 2340a: Murder involving torture; 

8. 18 U.S.C. 2381: Treason. 

F. These offenses may be punished by any legal means of execution including a 

lethal injection (defined in II, A, 1-2). 

 

Section 5: Current Inmates 

G. All inmates currently on “Death Row” (defined in II, A, 4) for committing crimes 

that would become non-punishable by death with the passage of this bill (defined 

in III, B, 1-33) shall have their death sentences removed immediately; 



 

1. These inmates will be given a life sentence in prison; 

2. If the inmate or his/her attorney feels that a life sentence is too strict, they 

may apply for clemency to the President or the Governor of the state in 

which they are incarcerated.  

H. All Death Row inmates whose executions are scheduled for a date earlier than 91 

days after the passage of this bill, and whose crimes would become non-

punishable by death with the passage of this bill (defined in III, B, 1-33) shall 

have their executions canceled immediately; 

I. All inmates who committed crimes that would remain punishable by death with 

the passage of this bill (defined in IV, A, 1-8) shall have their executions go 

forwards as planned unless they are granted clemency by the President or 

Governor of the state in which they are incarcerated. 

 

Section 6: This bill will take effect 91 days after passage, with the exception of the conditions 

outlined in Section 5, Subsection 2. 

 



YALE MODEL CONGRESS 2017 

 

Red Senate - Judiciary  
Committee  

 

      Daria Lewis                       Trevor Day School 
         Author                                 Delegation 

 

Title of Bill: An Act for Sanctuary for Undocumented Immigrant Children 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 
Preamble: Whereas undocumented child immigrants are not attending school in order protect 
themselves from deportation. Whereas families are being torn apart and separated.  Whereas the 
determination of the “safe haven” status for a school is determined by each individual school 
district or state government. Whereas ICE officers are able to arrest people in safe zones if the 
arrest is approved by a supervisor or officers are led to the location by any means. Whereas 
undocumented immigrant children often do not decide for themselves whether or not to enter the 
country illegally. Whereas under the 14th amendment all children are afforded the right to an 
equal education. 
 
Section 1: Schools shall be declared “safe havens” for undocumented immigrants and no 
deportation officer is allowed to take someone into custody while on these grounds unless they 
have a warrant for the arrest of said person granted by a judge.   
 

Subsection A: Deportation officers will not have the ability to take undocumented 
immigrants children into custody while on school property.  

 
Sub-Subsection A: This pertains to all children, 18 years old and under in public 

schools from Pre-k to highschool.  
 

Subsection C: Enrollment for schools will no longer ask about immigration status 
 
Subsection D: Schools will provide illegal immigrant families (enrolled in the school) 

with child services and immigration lawyers to help fight deportation. 
 

Section 2: Deportation officers that take undocumented immigrants into custody while on the 
grounds of a school will be fined with a minimum of $100,000.  
 
 Subsection A: Everyone taken into custody illegally while on the grounds of a school 
will be granted with a visa until they can secure their citizenship.  
 

Subsection B: Schools will not be able to communicate with the ICE about immigrant 
status of the children and families that are connected to the school.  
 



Section 3: The bill requires no funding. 
 

Section 4: This bill shall go into effect in 91 days.   
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Emily LaRocque 
  

Christian Heritage School 

Author  Delegation 

 

Title of Bill: An act to limit individuals who have severe mental illnesses from purchasing or owning a 

firearm. 

 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 

Preamble: Whereas an estimated 32,514 people die from gun violence in the United States each 

year; Whereas some people have severe mental illnesses that could affect their 

judgement, and make them potentially violent, without taking certain medications; 

Whereas several different studies and calculation methods suggest that over 1,000 

homicides a year are committed by people with untreated severe mental illness; 

Whereas when around 518 offenders were convicted of murder in Indiana, 27 had 

schizophrenia, 14 had mania or bipolar disorder, 14 had another psychiatric disorder, 

and 58 had major depression, 95(19%) of them had a severe mental illness; Whereas 

individuals with severe psychiatric disorders are sometimes left untreated, they are 

responsible for approximately 10% of the homicides in the United States, 

 

Definition: Let severe mental illness be defined as a disability that can affect someone’s 

judgement and can cause them to act violently without proper care or help. 

Definition: Let a firearm be defined as a weapon from which a projectile is fired. 

Section 1: All psychologists will be required to fill out a form that will be added to a background 

check. 

Subsection A:  This form will only be seen by the individual requiring the background 

check. 

Section 2: Access to treatment for serious mental illnesses will be increased. Funding for 

assisted outpatient grant programs will be increased and extended for individuals with severe 

mental illnesses. 

Section 3: All gun vendors must insure that all people purchasing a firearm have the proper 

identification, and must require individuals to fill out a form confirming they are mentally fit to 

own a firearm. 



 

 

Section 4: Individuals who fail to disclose this information will be fined $500. 

Section 5: Funding shall be allocated from the Appropriations Committee. 

Section 6: This bill shall take effect 91 days after passage. 

 

 



Yale Model Congress 2017 
Red Senate - Judiciary Committee 

 

     Taran Idnani                                                                                    Newark Academy 

         Author                                                                                                Delegation 

 

Title: Reducing the Number of Weapons Attained by Citizens 

 

Be it hereby enacted by the Yale Model Congress 

 

Preamble: Whereas USA has 66% of the mass shootings in the world between 1983 and 2013; 

whereas 154 citizens have been killed in a mass shooting since the start of 2016; whereas this bill 

is made to reduce the number of guns attained by citizens through more sophisticated 

background checks; whereas making sure gun traffickers do not sell weapons to those who have 

criminal or mentally unstable backgrounds; whereas 50 million dollars will be spent to improve 

background checks and provide technology to monitor guns. 

 

Section 1: 50 million dollars will be taken from the Committee of Finance to provide for the 

safety of citizens living in the United States of America. 

 Subsection A: 30 million dollars will be given towards improving background checks so 

gun dealers do not give firearms to criminals or people who are mentally unstable. 

 Subsection B: The remaining 20 million dollars will be given for the development of a 

new device that can be used to monitor all firearms. 2.5 millions dollars will given every year if 

significant steps have been taken towards the goal. 

 

Section 2: A team of 15 technology experts will be chosen to work on the technology 

 Subsection A: They will start immediately. 

 

Section 3: If any gun dealership decides to go against this bill, they will not be able to sell 

firearms anymore due to the fact that they are not improving the welfare for citizens in the 

United States of America and putting them at risk. 

 

Section 4: This bill does not apply to members of the police and the armed forces if they attain 

firearms for the use of protection of the United States of America and the discharge of their duty. 

 

Section 5: This bill will take effect 91 days after its passage. 



  

YALE MODEL CONGRESS 2017 

 
Red Senate - Judiciary 

Committee (Including Full Session Body) 

 

 

Jordan Steinberg 
  

Mamaroneck High School 
Author  Delegation 

 

 

Title of Bill: An Act to Legalize the Growth, Sale, and Use of Recreational Marijuana 

 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 
 

Preamble: Whereas eight states and the District of Columbia have legalized marijuana for 

recreational use; Whereas twenty-nine states, the District of Columbia, Guam, and Puerto 

Rico have legalized marijuana for medical purposes; Whereas marijuana is still illegal 

and a Schedule I controlled substance under federal law; Whereas other Schedule I 

controlled substances include heroin, LSD, and ecstasy; Whereas opioid deaths in 

Colorado fell more than 6% in the two years after the sale of marijuana was legalized; 

Whereas in 2010, 52% of all drug arrests were for marijuana.   

 

 

Section 1: Amend the Controlled Substances Act to remove marijuana.  

 

Section 2:  Move marijuana to under the jurisdiction of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 

Firearms and Explosives. 

 

 Subsection A: Rename the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives to 

“the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Marijuana, Firearms and Explosives.” 
 

Section 3: Legalize the growth, use, and sale of marijuana by people over the age of twenty-one. 

 

 Subsection A: Individuals must show proof of age before purchasing marijuana.  

 

 Subsection B: The sale, distribution, and/or transfer of marijuana to individuals 

under the age of twenty-one will remain illegal. 

 

 Subsection C: Driving under the influence of marijuana will remain illegal.  



 

Section 4: It will be left up to the states or territories to determine the means of distributing 

licenses to sell and grow marijuana. 

 

 Subsection A: Upon the creation of a system of distributing licenses, to standards 

set by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Marijuana, Firearms and Explosives, states 

will receive a 1% increase in highway funding.  

 

Section 5: The regulation of food products made with tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) will fall 

under the jurisdiction of the Food and Drug Administration. 

 

Section 6: Funding for this bill will be determined by the Senate Appropriations Committee.  

 

Section 7: This bill shall go into effect 183 days after passage. 

 

 



YALE MODEL CONGRESS 2017 
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Committee 

Joshua Novello       Becton Regional High School 

      Author                        Delegation 

Title of Bill: The Law Enforcement Protection Act 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 
Preamble: Whereas crimes against Law Enforcement officers in all fifty states of the United 

States of America shall be charged under the Law Enforcement Protection Act as a federal crime.  

Whereas crimes against Law Enforcement officers have escalated over the past decade and Law 

Enforcement officers are in need of extra protection.  Whereas this bill will value the lives of 

Law Enforcement officers more and protect them.  Whereas the Blue Lives Matter Movement 

feels that Law Enforcement officers are under siege and need extra protection.  Whereas the 

importance of this bill is to symbolizes the value of the lives of Law Enforcement officers and 

act as a deterrent due to the enhanced penalties for the crimes against Law Enforcement.  

 

Section One: This is a bigger, overarching issue than the death or shooting of a Law 

Enforcement officer.  An assault upon a Law Enforcement officer is an open and deadly assault 

upon America as a nation which can lead to civil unrest and de-stabilization of the Country.  This 

law will be placed to deter the people who are committing these harsh crimes intended and aimed 

at Law Enforcement. 

 

Section Two:  This bill will make a crime against a Law Enforcement officer chargeable as a 

federal crime.   

 

Subsection A:  A crime against a Law Enforcement office shall be defined as an 

intentional attempt and/or shooting of a Law Enforcement officer.   

Subsection B:  The punishment under the Law Enforcement Protection Act will carry a 

mandatory minimum of a twenty-year sentence without eligibility for parole.   

Subsection C:  Also, as federal crime, if the attempt and/or intentional shooting of a Law 

Enforcement officer results in the death of that Law Enforcement officer then the punishment 

will be the imposition of the death penalty.  

 

Section Three:  A second conviction or violation of this law will result in life in prison without 

parole.   

 

Subsection A:  Each individual offense against a Law Enforcement officer will be 

charged as a separate offense.   

 

Section Four:  This bill shall take effect 91 days after passage. 
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Committee 

 

Klei Hamzallari  Quincy High School 

Author  Delegation 

 

Title of Bill:  A Bill to Repeal the Gun Control Act of 1968 and Simplify Federal Firearms Laws 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 

Preamble: Whereas The Gun Control Act of 1968 has created a decrease in tax revenue, 

whereas  the act has hindering the access of law-abiding citizens to firearms, 

whereas states rights are being infringed upon by this act, whereas it has transgressed 

the rights of the firearm industries, whereas the act has restricted the Second 

Amendment, whereas it has handicapped the right to self-protection, 

 

Definitions: Let the Gun Control Act of 1968 be defined as the legislation regulating interstate 

and foreign commerce of firearms, importation, “prohibited persons”, and licensing 

provisions of firearms. 

 

Section 1: The Gun Control Act of 1968 along with the Brady Handgun Violence Prevention 

Act of 1993, but not the Firearms Owners' Protection Act of 1986 shall be repealed.  

 

Section 2: The Firearms Owners' Protection Act of 1986 and the The National Firearms Act 

shall be the only standing legislation relating to federal gun control. 

 

 Subsection A: The National Firearms Act shall be amended to require no more for a  

   possessor of a firearm to register an unregistered NFA firearm already  

   possessed by the person in violation of the Fifth Amendment. 

 

Section 3: Require all sellers of firearms, to review and perform background checks on any  

       individual pursuing the purchase of a firearm. 

 

 Subsection A: Any seller whom with full knowledge of the ineligibility of an individual  

   for owning firearms, proceeds to selling the said individual a firearm, shall 

   face a maximum of 10 years in a federal correctional facility. 

 

Section 4: This bill shall go into effect 120 days after passage.  
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Red Senate - Judiciary 

Committee 

 

 

Kyla Brennan 
  

Moorestown 
Author  Delegation 

 

 

Title of Bill: Transgender Public Restroom Rights Act 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 
 

Preamble: Whereas there is currently a significant controversy regarding transgender people 
using the restroom according to the gender of which they identify as; Whereas as of 
June 2016, there are approximately 1.4 million transgender adults in the United 
States of America: Whereas there are approximately 149,750 transgender 
adolescents in the United States of America; Whereas nearly 60% of transgender 
people have avoided using public restrooms all together; Whereas the fourteenth 
amendment includes the equal protection clause of which ensures that all citizens of 
the United States of America are entitled to the same rights, privileges, and 
protections and that no state shall deny a citizen of that constitutional right. 

 

Section 1: Let all 50 states protect transgender individuals’ right to use the public restroom 
coinciding with the gender that they identify as. 

 
 Subsection 1A: “Transgender individual” shall be defined as a person or being who 
identifies with or expresses a gender identity that differs from that of which they were 
biologically born as. 
 

 Subsection 1B: “Public Restrooms” shall be defined as any bathroom that is available to 
a group of people or the general public. 

 

Section 2: Let all public schools allow transgender individuals to use the restroom that 
corresponds with their gender identity.   

 

 Subsection 2A: Let the federal Internal Service tax credit remain at $7500 per new 
electric vehicle purchased in the United States. 

 

Section 3: Let all public facilities that replace gender specific public restrooms with separate 
gender neutral restrooms receive an incentive.   

 
Subsection 3A: “Public facilities” shall be defined as any building or establishment 

wherein members of the public are permitted to enter.  

 



 Subsection 3B: “Incentive” shall be defined as a thing that motivates or encourages 

someone to do something.  This incentive shall be a tax credit for expenditures related to gender 

neutral restroom upgrades.   

 

Subsection 3C: Any public facility that restricts transgender individuals from using the 

restroom that coincides with their identity shall be required to provide a gender neutral restroom 

within one year of the passage of this act. 

 

Subsection 3D:  Any public facility that fails to provide a gender neutral restroom and/or 

allow transgender individuals to use the restroom according to their gender identity shall pay a 

fine.   

 

Section 4: Let this bill be overseen and enforced by the Committee on Sexual Orientation and 
Gender Diversity. 
 
Section 5: Let this bill be enacted 91 days after passage. 
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Red Senate – Judiciary 
Committee 

 

 

Phelicha Silva 
  

Framingham High School 
Author  Delegation 

 

 

Title of Bill: An Act to Decrease the Amount of Bail Based on the Defendant's Socioeconomic 

Status 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 
 

Preamble: Whereas there are a plethora of men and women being held in jail due to their 

inability to pay bail; whereas many innocent and/or misdemeaning civilians plead 

guilty to a crime they did not commit to expedite their trials and sully their public 

record; whereas a high bail does nothing but set an impossible quota of which only 

the wealthy can afford; whereas minorities are discriminated against on a daily basis 

and given enormous and unfair bail amounts; whereas the purpose of bail is for the 

function of ensuring that a defendant appears at their scheduled court date; this bill 

will impose a minimum amount of bail that bail magistrates are allowed to assign 

defendants. 

 

Section 1: The bail for a defendant will be set at no more than 5% of what they reported on the 

previous year’s W-2 form. 

 

Section 2: Minimum bail amounts will increase with each Criminal History Category gained by 

an additional 2%. This will be based on the Criminal History Category that ranges 

from I to VI on the Federal Sentencing Table. 

 

Subsection A: Those in the I category will not have an additional percentage as that will 

be the baseline. 

  

Section 3: An additional percentage will also be added for every subsequential zone the 

defendant enters, from zones A to D
1
. 

 

Subsection A: For every additional zone after A, the defendant will have another 5% 

added to their bail amount. 

 

Section 4: The bail magistrate will be able to use his better judgement on the bail amount, if 

any, if the defendant is deemed to be a menace to society, which may only occur if 

they are being convicted of a zone D crime. 

 

Section 5: This bill will go into effect in 91 days after its passage. 

                                                 
1
 See https://www.ussc.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/guidelines-manual/2016/Sentencing_Table.pdf 
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Committee  

 

 

Rafeea Tamboli 
  

West Windsor–Plainsboro High School North 
Author  Delegation 

 

 

Title of Bill: An Act to Remove Constitutional Exemption Zones 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 
Preamble: Whereas the constitutional exception zone is a 100-mile border zone, and since 

legally, the 100-mile-wide region is called the “extended border” of the U.S., as defined by Title 

8 of the Federal Code of Regulations, and since within a constitutional exception zone,  Customs 

and Border Patrol (CBP) agents are able to search cell phones, cars, and luggage without a 

warrant, and since the Fourth Amendment of the U.S. Constitution protects Americans from 

random and arbitrary stops and searches, and since federal border agents are stopping, 

interrogating, and searching Americans on an everyday basis with absolutely no suspicion of 

wrongdoing, and since based on the 2007 figures from the US Census Bureau, nearly ⅔ of the 

US population (197 million people) live within 100 miles of US land and coastal borders, and 

since nine of the ten largest U.S. metropolitan areas, as determined by the 2010 Census, also fall 

within this constitutionally exempt zone. 

 

Section 1: Constitutional exemption zones will be defined as a 100-mile strip of land around the 

border of the United States where the Fourth Amendment protections and other Constitutional 

guarantees do not fully apply for interactions with Customs and Border Patrol (CBP) agents; 

 

Section 2: The 1953 regulation establishing the constitutional exception zone shall hereby be 

reversed;  

 

Section 3: The power of the border search exception shall be limited as: 

a. CBP agents will need to prove probable cause for any searches or seizures  

b. Any evidence gained without probable cause will be subject to the Exclusionary Rule  

c. Individuals be informed of the reason of the search and of the materials that will be 

searched  

 

Section 4: The CBP will still be allowed to conduct searches and seizures, given that they follow 

the aforementioned criteria;  

 

Section 5: The aforementioned criteria shall apply only to US citizens;  

 

Section 6: The Department of Justice shall oversee enforcement of this bill;  

 

Section 7: This bill will take effect 91 days after its passage. 

http://cfr.vlex.com/vid/287-1-definitions-19608292
http://cfr.vlex.com/vid/287-1-definitions-19608292
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Committee (e.g. Red Senate – Judiciary) 

 

 

   

 
Taylor Abrams 

Author 
 

 Montclair High School 
Delegation 

 

 

Title of Bill: An Act to Implement Permanent Rehabilitation Facilities in Place of Youth 

Detention Centers 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 

Preamble: Whereas "Juvenile Delinquency" means a federal criminal violation committed prior 

to one's eighteenth birthday. Whereas the brain matures close to age 25, yet many 

teens under 18 who committed non-serious crimes are arrested tried as if they were 

adults. Whereas youths as young as seven years old can be charged as adults in 22 

states. Whereas youths in juvenile detention centers can be held in solitary 

confinement, a common practice in adult prisons. Whereas the United States 

incarcerates more youths than any other country. Whereas many detained youths are 

held in correctional facilities and 83% of that whole are confined by three or more 

locks during the day. Whereas two-thirds of youths in detention are held for non-

violent charges. Whereas in prisons in Scandinavian countries such as Denmark, 

there are no barbed wires, security perimeters, or gun towers. Prisoners can make 

their own food, have plenty of outdoor time, and see their family often. Whereas in 

most youth detention center in the U.S., inmates are served manufactured food, there 

is an immense amount of security and supervision, and rarely will one find a window 

in a cell.  

Section 1: 
Juveniles who are tried under non-violent charges will not be tried as an adult and/or sent to an 

adult prison.  

 

 Subsection A: 

Non-violent crimes include but are not limited to: unarmed theft, DUI, abuse of drugs or alcohol, 

gambling, prostitution, bribery, fraud or tax crimes. 

 

Section 2: 

Juveniles charged with violent crimes who are over the age of 16 can be tried and sentenced as 

an adult and sent to an adult prison.  

 



           Subsection A: 
Violent crimes can be specified as but are not limited to the following: homicide, assault and 

battery, domestic violence, sexual assault and abuse, rape, murder, genocide, armed theft or 

robbery. 

Section 3: 

Rehabilitation centers for said juveniles will consist of the staff member to youth ratio 1:5.  

           

          Subsection A: 
Said staff will consist of experts on youth mental development, doctors, career advisors, college 

counselors, security staff, teachers, therapists, and any other specific professional to help ensure 

that each child is getting the treatment he/she requires to advance in life.  

 

Section 4: 
Each rehabilitation center must have the required space to accommodate each and every child.  

          

         Subsection A: 
One room to hold two youths must be 12-by-12 square feet. One room to hold one youth must 7-

by-7 square feet. An outdoor area is mandatory, and must have at least 50 square feet per child. 

One cafeteria should be at least 650 square feet per 50 youths. A classroom should be at least 

600 square feet per 35 youths. One therapy/treatment center must be at least 600 square feet per 

20 youths.  

 

Section 5: 

When being tried, a youth has the right to be tried with a jury and a right to ask for an appeal. A 

youth cannot be held in a rehabilitation center or detention center for more than 31 days while 

awaiting a trial. If this happens, the youth is allowed 1 week off his/her sentence for every extra 

day they spend in a rehabilitation center or juvenile detention awaiting a trial.  

 

 

This bill will go into effect 100 days after passage.  
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Title of Bill: An Act to Promote the Education and Training of Inmates 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 
 

Preamble: Whereas 650,000 Americans leave prison annually. Whereas 40% of prisoners lack a 
high school diploma. Whereas for every dollar invested in a prison education 
program, it will save taxpayers between $4 and $5 in reincarceration costs. Whereas 
inmates that participate in an educational program while in prison are 43% less 
likely to return to prison. Whereas programs such as PEP (Prison Entrepreneurship 
Program) reduce recidivism by 7%. Whereas inmates leaving state prisons have a 
five-year recidivism rate of 76.6%. Whereas the number of college programs in state 
prisons fell from 70 in the early 1990’s to 4 in 2004. Whereas the number of college 
degrees awarded to inmates fell from 1,078 in 1991 to 141 in 2011.  

 

Section 1: All federal prisons must implement a school system.  
 
 Subsection A: School systems should offer educational programs, as well as programs to 

prepare inmates to return to the workforce. 
 

Section 2: All inmates must be able to obtain, at minimum, a high school diploma.  

 

Section 3: Funding for this bill will be decided upon by the Ways and Means Committee.  

 

Section 4: This bill shall be put into action 91 days after passage. 
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Title of Bill: An Act to Ban Solitary Confinement for Minors in State Penitentiaries 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 
Preamble: Whereas solitary confinement is an explicit abuse of human rights. Whereas while in 

solitary confinement, individuals dwell alone in a tiny pitch-black room with merely a bed, a 

toilet, and a sink for extensive periods of time, receiving food through a thin slot in the door. 

Whereas a majority of people report social isolation, depression, and withdrawal when 

attempting to return to normal conditions after being kept in solitary confinement. Whereas 

comprehensive research suggests that long periods of isolation can have persistent negative 

impacts on an individual's behavior and other damaging psychological consequences on the 

individual. Whereas the Obama Administration abolished solitary confinement in federal 

penitentiaries due to potential permanent psychological effects on the young people. Whereas 

youth offenders who were placed in solitary confinement describe their experience as an 

immensely difficult ordeal. Whereas, according to the Campaign for Youth Justice, juveniles are 

39% more likely to commit suicide when in solitary confinement rather than confinement with 

the general prison population. Whereas the vast majority of juvenile offenders are held in solitary 

confinement in state and local level prisons. Whereas it is crucial to help the juveniles improve 

during their period in prison, not to cause regression. 

 

Section 1: Solitary confinement for minors will be abolished in state penitentiaries 

 

a. Let minors be defined as individuals under the age of 18 

b. The ban still applies if minors are tried as an adult 

 

Section 2: States that comply will receive a 2% increase in highway funding 

 

Section 3: States that do not comply will receive a 5% decrease in highway funding 

 

Section 4: This bill will take effect 91 days after its passage. 
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Title of Bill: An Act to Renew the Rights of Citizens with Law Enforcement 

 

BE IT HEREBY ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 
 

Preamble: Whereas Stop and Frisk allows the police to conduct a quick pat-down of the 

person’s outer clothing, with reasonable suspicion of them being armed and dangerous. 

Whereas Stop and Frisk is an infringement of one’s Fourth Amendment rights, which 

states: “The right of the people to be secure in their persons...against unreasonable 

searches and seizures, shall not be violated…” Whereas, according to the American Civil 

Liberties Union, Stop and Frisk does not have a significant impact on crime. Whereas 

according to, Alejandro de Carmen, chair of the Department of Criminology and 

Criminal Justice at the University of Texas, said, “Crime is a affected by numerous 

perspectives, most of which have nothing to do with police practices [such as Stop and 

Frisk].” Whereas, body cameras have been proven to provide evidence in ‘domestic 

violence cases,’ especially that at the crime scene. Whereas, according to Time, body 

cameras have caused an increase in the amount of resolved criminal cases. Stop and Frisk 

shall be illegal in the United States, whereas body cameras shall be mandated. .  

 

Section 1: Stop and Frisk shall henceforth be illegal in the United States.  

 

Section 2: Any officer found to be performing a frisk shall be suspended for a duration to be 

decided by his/her superior.  

Subsection 1a: Suspensions shall not exceed a time of 6 months for first offense, and 

shall not be under two weeks.  

Subsection 1b: Suspensions for more than one offense shall not exceed a duration of 

5 years.  

 

Section 3: Citizens can complain for any Stop and Frisk incidents to the Town or County Police 

Departments.  
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Section 4: Laws regarding police body cameras, specifically those regarding the funding and 

mandation of police body cameras shall be determined and/or altered by the Federal Bureau of 

Investigation.  

 

Section 5: The U.S. Government shall hereby reserve 2.5% of the country’s total discretionary 

spending, for mandation of police body cameras. All costs, unless otherwise determined by the 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, shall be funded by the U. S. Discretionary budget of $1.244 

trillion for 2018.  

 

Section 6: Officers may be suspended for misuse of police body cameras, for a duration of time 

to be determined by the officer’s superior.  

Subsection 1b: Subsections 1a and 1b apply for suspension of misuse of police body 

cameras. 

 

Section 7: All police body cameras shall be monitored every week. 

 

Section 8: All officers must be fully aware of the consequences, terms, and conditions regarding 

use, misuse and purpose of police body cameras and must be informed by the Town 

and/or County Police Departments, every 3 months.   

 

Section 9: This bill shall go into effect within 9 months.  

 

http://www.bwvsg.com/news/5-unique-benefits-of-body-cameras/ 
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https://www.thebalance.com/current-us-discretionary-federal-budget-and-spending-

3306308 
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Title of Bill: The End of Hate Speech And Hate Propaganda Toleration 

Be It Enacted By The Yale Model Congress 

I.  Preamble  

a. The purpose of this bill is to enact a law that prohibits hate speech under the First 

Amendment. 

b. Essentially, it is to revise the Amendment so that hate speech and bigotry are no longer 

protected. Freedom of expression is essential, but so are multiculturalism and equality.  

 

II. Definitions  

a. Let hate speech be defined as any kind of discriminatory or derogatory speech towards an 

individual or group on the basis of race, ethnicity, gender, disability or sexual orientation. 

Multiculturalism is the idea of having many cultures co-exist within the United States. 

Freedom of expression is simply the ability of the individual to share his or her views 

without fear from reprisals, however it will not protect hate propaganda.  

b. Hate propaganda includes any writing, sign, or visible depiction that supports genocide or 

incites hatred/violence against an individual or group. 

 

I.  Sections 

a. The First Amendment will be revised in order to make provision for the criminalization 

of hate speech. The government will implement a law that ensures that people who 

express hate speech are prosecuted accordingly. 

i. First of all, to ensure that this bill becomes effective, provisions will be added to 

the First Amendment. Secondly we will add a phrase such as “Congress shall make no 

law… allowing denigration of the individual or group” Afterwards we must raise national 

awareness through media, schools, and other outlets. 

ii. Any funding needed will be provided through appropriations within the 

judiciary due to the fact that it is not costly. Taxpayers will not incur any charges for the 

implementation of the bill if it becomes law. Offenses can generate revenues for the 

government. Violating this bill once it becomes law can result in imprisonment of no 

longer than 10 years if there is nobody harmed. However, if harm is done then it should 

carry a minimum of 10 years to life.  

iii. This bill will take into effect 91 days after passage due to the fact that 

awareness must be spread beforehand through media, schools, and other outlets. 
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Title of Bill: A Constitutional Amendment to abolish the Double Jeopardy clause of 

the Fifth Amendment.  

Be it hereby resolved by the Yale Model Congress: 
 

Preamble: Whereas double jeopardy is a procedural defence that forbids a defendant 

from being tried again on the same charges in the same case following a legitimate 

acquittal or conviction. Double jeopardy is protected against under the fifth amendment. 

Under this amendment, a person once deemed innocent cannot be found guilty even after 

sufficient evidence is found to convict them. There have been more than 2,000 false 

convictions in the past 23 years. The double jeopardy clause unduly protects criminal 

wrongdoers from being brought to justice, and also imprisoning innocent civilians who 

have been wrongly accused.  

Section 1: The double jeopardy clause of the 5th amendment is hereby abolished.  

Section 2: For all criminal cases at both the state and the Federal level where double 

jeopardy has applied, and where a criminal defendant has been released or acquitted, if 

crucial new evidence is found to provide the basis for a conviction, the case shall be 

reopened and retried.  

Section 3: A Federal Appellate Division shall be established to decide whether or not a 

case should be reopened after evidence is found.  

a. Within each appellate division, there shall reside a Federal Grand Jury, consisting of a 

panel of twelve highly qualified forensic specialist, Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) 

officers and judges. If and only if this Grand Jury panel unanimously agrees that there is 

compelling and clear evidence for a re-evaluation will the case be reopen. 

b. The reopened criminal case will be submitted to the appropriate state or Federal trial 

court for retrial.  

Section 4: This Constitutional Amendment will be adopted upon ratification by three 

fourths of the States Union, either by State Convention or by Congressional Vote. 


