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Aaron   Aaron Chan and Leila Jackson                                                    The Opportunity Network 

 

Title of Bill: An Act to Address the Increasing Costs of Higher Education and Student Debt 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 

Preamble: Whereas the Higher Education of 1965 has not worked effectively: resulting in 

student debt and six million unfilled jobs, whereas the law has resulted in six different types of 

federal student loans, nine different repayment plans, eight forgiveness programs, thirty-two 

deferment and forbearance options, higher tuition rates, longer completion times, over a trillion 

dollars in student debt, and six million unfilled jobs, whereas those in the middle class, and 

attempting to give their children the opportunity to enter the middle class, have faced enormous 

increases in the cost of college, whereas tuitions have been rising at about twice the rate of 

inflation, whereas countries like Canada, Sweden, Germany, France, and Australia allow for 

students to relieve themselves of student their student loans 5-10 years earlier than US students 

and have, on average, over 45% less student debt than that of US students, 

 

Section 1: A subcommittee would be developed of approximately 100 members, approximately 

two appointed to each US state, within the Committee on Education and the Workforce. 

Subsection A: This subcommittee will work towards ensuring and increasing the amount      

of aid and grants colleges are giving towards students who demonstrate need. 

Subsection B: This subcommittee will ensure colleges are creating  internship/pre-

professional programs to ensure college students will not encounter difficulty when 

attempting to find a standard job when graduating university. 

 

Section 2: Once these programs are put into place, and in such a manner that will be effective, 

students will then present their plan to the federal government, through this subcommittee, 

requiring to be employed within six months of graduating university. 

 

Section 3: 365 days following the date this bill goes into effect, students will not be required to 

pay off their loans until students are making at least $30,000 per year. 



Subsection A: Students will report annual income to the mentioned subcommittee. 

Subsection B: This will allow university students to complete their university studies 

knowing their student debts will not become overwhelmingly burdensome.  

Subsection C: This will allow for the federal government to gradually, but without 

uncertainty, obtain a majority of the money loaned to students back, rather than simply 

charging students with a greater interest. 

 

Section 4: 365 days following the date the bill goes into effect, repayment assistance systems 

will be put into motion by the subcommittee. 

 

Section 5: During the bill’s startup and the repayment assistance systems’ completion the 

Committee on Education and the Workforce will overlook the entire process.  

 

Section 6: Funding for the passage of the bill will be allocated by the federal government.  

 

Section 7: This bill shall go into effect February 1st, 2018. 
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Title of Bill:                      LGBTQ Right to Quality Healthcare Act 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 
 

Preamble: Whereas 42% of female-to-male transgender adults have reported being confronted 

with verbal harassment, physical assault, or denial of treatment at hospitals and 

doctors’ offices. Whereas 19% of reports are regarding the refusal of care due to a 

patient’s transgender or gender non-conforming status. Whereas 50% of the reports 

in Medical Daily have shown that many medical providers need to teach their 

medical staff about transgender care. Whereas around 13% LGBTQ patients seeking 

health care were denied equal treatment in emergency rooms and 3% in drug 

treatment programs. Whereas denying healthcare to LGBTQ people not only takes 

away their right to healthcare as American citizens but also violates their human 

rights, as stated in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights Article 7. Whereas 

every work force in America must uphold the Civil Rights Act of 1964 enacted by 

the 88th United State Congress, which current medical facilities are not withholding 

their standards to. Whereas we are a land of the free and our healthcare system is 

propagating bigotry towards the LGBTQ community. 

 

Section 1: All hospitals and medical facilities must regulate their staff according to Title VII of 

the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and Article 7 of Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights. 

 

 Subsection A: All new staff members of any medical facilities must be informed 

regarding these Acts and Articles as well as past employees must be reminded of Acts 

and Articles. 

 

Section 2:    All medical facilities must be reprimanded if a patient in any facility files a report 

about discrimination brought about by any staff in the facilities.  

 

Section 3:    If the medical facilities does not reprimand the staff and medical personnel who 

violate this bill, the Department of Health and Human Services will step in and find 

its own way to reprimand the staff.  

 

Section 4:    This bill shall go in effect 91 days after passage. 
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Title of Bill: An Act to Promote Access to Annual Mental Health Evaluations  
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 

Preamble: Whereas mental health issues affect about 21.4% of youth ages ranging from 13 to 18 
years in the United States. Whereas more than 90% of children who commit suicide in the 
United States suffer from a mental health condition. Whereas 18.2% of adult citizens (about 42.5 
million) in the United States live with mental illnesses such as anxiety or depression. Whereas 
serious mental illnesses cost the United States $193.2 billion per year, this can be avoided if 
mental illnesses are diagnosed and treated early. This bill proposes to provide equal access to 
annual health evaluations in schools across the United States to ensure children get the proper 
treatment during the early stages of their mental illness. 
 
Section 1: Public high schools in the United States will require annual mental health evaluations 
for students aged 13-18 years. 

 

Subsection 1a: A mental health evaluation will be a psychological analysis of the mental 
and emotional state of the student to find signs of anxiety, depression, or other mental 
health issues. This would be through the use of questions to observe the student’s overall 
mood, behavior, thinking, reasoning, and memory. 
 
Subsection 1b: Mental health evaluations will be conducted by the school psychologists 
of the high schools in the United States. 
 

Subsection i: If a high school does not have a school psychologist, evaluations 
will be provided the school’s nurse. 

 
Section 2: Students attending public high schools in the United States will be given access to 
meetings with a school psychologist if their evaluations show signs of anxiety, depression, or 
other mental health issues. 
 
Section 3: This bill will be funded by the Department of Health and Human Services. 
 
Section 4: This bill will be enforced by the Federal Mental Health Legislation. 

 

Section 5: This bill will go in the start of the 2018-2019 school year. 
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Title of Bill: An Act to Prohibit Censorship in Public Schools 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 
 

Preamble: Whereas over 120 books are challenged each year across the nation; whereas 

censorship is often practiced in school to limit exposure to sexually explicit content, 

offensive language, or violence; whereas students are frequently exposed to this 

beyond the classroom anyway; whereas censorship can be a violation of the First 

Amendment…This act will prohibit censorship in public schools. 
 

Section 1: Two members from each town’s Board of Education will be responsible to create the 

list of class books for its schools. 

 

 Subsection A: If teachers prohibit a book from being added due to the fact that it is 

sexually explicit, contains offensive language, promotes the use of drugs and alcohol, or contains 

different religious and political viewpoints, a book may not be banned.  

 

 Subsection B: A book may be forbidden if it is deemed unsuitable for a specific age 

group.  

 

Section 2:   This bill will take effect 91 days after its passage. 
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Title of Bill: An Act to Provide Nutritional Assistance to Chronically Ill Households 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 
 

Preamble: Whereas the latest data released on August 4, 2017 show 41.5 million americans live 
below the poverty line and have an average earning between $18,000 and $23,000; 
Whereas females are twice as likely to have been on food stamps on some point in 
their lives (23% versus men at 12%) ; Whereas a person relying on food stamps is 
more likely to not afford the high prices associated with feminine hygiene products. 
Due to the perspective in the majority of states of these products, they are recognized 
as luxury items and not as a necessity; Whereas this bill will allow Americans who 
need Feminine Hygiene Products who are living on a low income salary to purchase 
needed goods with improved food stamps. These food stamps will allow Americans 
living on a low income salary to be able to purchase the hygiene product that suits 
them when needed. 

 

Section 1: Increase the budget to 2 billion per year. 
 

Subsection A: Increase the amount of money families received by 5% and the exact 
numbers will be decided by the exact department who dictates the division of food 
stamps. 
 
Subsection B: Let low income be defined as a salary of $11,880 for a single person and 
an additional $4,140 per additional member to the household. (aspe.hhs.gov) 
  

Section 2: Allow differentiation in hygiene products based on need 

 

Subsection A: The person may buy any product needed no matter the type, including but 
not limited to tampons and sanitary napkins, as long as the product remains to be a 
generic brand and/or priced under $8 US dollars, unless an alternative is recommended 
by a qualified health professional. 

  
Section 3: The improved food stamps will only allow the purchase of one unit of feminine 

hygiene products per month. 
 

Subsection A: A person will not be able to use these food stamps to over purchase 
products and will only purchase enough for what is needed for one cycle. 



 
Subsection B: A family with female children over the age of 12 years old will be granted 
the availability of purchasing one extra unit per minor over the age presented. 
 
Subsection C: A medical professional is the only exception, a note and appeal is needed 
if the person involved requires more than a month’s worth of product at one time. 

 

Section 4: $500 million will be funded for this program by the United States Department of 
Health and Human Services (HHS). 

 

Section 5: This bill will go into effect in 91 days after its passage. 
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Title of Bill:  An Act to Modernize Paid Family Leave for American Workers 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 

Preamble:  Whereas the Federal Family Medical Leave Act (FMLA) provides up to 12 weeks of 

unpaid leave during a 12 month period to care for a newborn, adopted or foster child, 

or to care for a family member, or to attend to the employee’s own serious medical 

health condition; whereas this law only applies to private employers with 50 or 

more. Whereas only three states — California, New Jersey, and Rhode Island —
 currently offer paid family and medical leave; whereas these programs are funded 

through employee-paid payroll taxes and administered through their respective 

disability programs; whereas the United Sates Department of Labor has reported 

only 12% of Americans in the private sector have access to paid leave through their 

employer; whereas the United Sates is one of the only countries that does not 

provide any government funded benefits during maternity leave, paternity leave or 

family leave.  

 

Section 1: The Federal Government will provide paid family leave for all full time employees 

for a period up of up to 12 consecutive weeks. 

 Subsection A:  This program will be funded by the employee-paid payroll taxes 

and administered through disability programs. 

 

Section 2: An individual may only take a maximum of three paid family leave under this 

provision in a consecutive five year period. 

 

Section 3: The Department of Labor  and the Department of Health and Human Services will 

overseen the implementation of this bill. 

 

Section 4: This bill will go into effect 91 days after passing. 

 

Section 5: All laws in conflict with this act will herby be declared null and void. 
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        Faith Berlien  San Clemente High School 

              Author                 Delegation 

 
 

Title of Bill: An Act to End Obesity in America and  Lower the Price of Healthy Food  

 
Preamble:  

 

WHEREAS, the more convenient cost of unhealthy food has caused the increase in 

obesity in America  

 

WHEREAS, over 50% of Americans are battling obesity because the there is no 

healthy and cost efficient alternative, therefore  

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 

Section 1: Starting in local grocery stores, the prices of organic foods should be subsidized by 

the government to make it as an equal price with non organic foods and snacks.  

 

Section 2: There should be a newly enacted 10 year farm bill effective February of 2018.  

 
 Subsection A:  of the farm bill spending should be used towards improving the   
 population's nutrition by lowering the cost of produce.  
 

 Subsection B:  of the farm bill should be used to ensure public food health safety as  
 regulated by organizations such as the FDA and USDA.  
 
 Subsection B: The government could help regulate a consistent cost of fruit and   
 vegetables that have been affected due to bad harvest or natural disasters in order to  
 reduce the prices of  organic foods.  
 
If we were to impose a tax on junk food, it would most likely turn into that of the 1773 Boston 
Tea Party. Yet instead of taxing junk food in order to attempt to decrease the obesity rate, we 
should lower the price of healthy, organic food, providing a beneficial and more cost efficient 
alternative.the obesity epidemic s burdening Americans as well as the health care system, 
making up $190 billion a year in weight-related medical bills.  
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Title of Bill: An Act to Protect Workers in the Gig Economy 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 
 

 
Preamble: Whereas As the gig-economy grows, companies including Uber, Lyft, Airbnb, and Postmate 
perfectly demonstrate the inflexibility and inefficiency of our current employee classification system; 
Whereas The gig-economy provides consumers with valuable services at a low cost and hundreds of 
thousands with a source of income; Whereas About 800,000 people, or .4% of the US workforce work 
for online intermediaries like Uber and the number is growing; Whereas These online intermediaries opt 
to classify their workers as independent contractors – workers that don’t qualify for benefits, aren’t able 
to unionize, don’t get insurance, aren’t paid overtime, and overall receive less protections than regular 
employees; Whereas 18,000 Uber employees have brought a class action suit against the company 
claiming employee status; Whereas Lyft drivers brought a $126 million dollar suit citing the same 
distinction; Whereas Length and consistency of work and control over the carrying out of said work 
classify employment relationships, while control over the method and manner of task completion 
classifies independently contracted relationships; Whereas These two categories of worker theoretically 
comprise the entirety of the US workforce, but laborers of the gig-economy clearly occupy a middle 
ground. 

 

 

Section 1: A third category of employment relationship titled Independent Worker will be established. 
 

  Subsection A: Independent Workers will not be eligible for health-based benefits. 

Subsection B: Independent Workers will not be eligible for hours-based overtime benefits. 

Subsection C: If an independent worker can prove economic dependence, and otherwise meets 

their states’ unemployment benefits, they will be able to claim unemployment benefits in the 

case of dismissal. 

Subsection D: Current employee workplace safety and anti-discrimination laws will protect 

Independent Workers. 

Subsection E: Independent Workers will have the right to unionize. 

Subsection F: Independent Workers will be subject to the same tax guidelines as Independent 

Contractors. 

 

Section 2: The eligibility guidelines of an Independent Worker will be established by the US 
Department of Labor. 

 



Subsection A: The guidelines will be set to explicitly include workers of the “gig economy,” 

including workers for Uber, Lyft, and Airbnb. 
 

Section 3: This bill will go into effect 91 days after passage. 
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Title Of Bill: An Act to Mandate Paid Parental Leave 

 

Be It Enacted By The Yale Model Congress 

 
 

Preamble:  Under the Family Medical and Leave Act of 1993, companies with at least 

50 employees have to provide at least 12 weeks of unpaid family leave and job 

protection; Only 12% of U.S. private sector workers have access to paid leave; 25% of 

women in America are back at work within 2 weeks of giving birth; The US is the only 

industrial country in the world without paid parental leave; Paid parental leave can reduce 

infant mortality by 10%; Maternal paid leave causes women to breastfeed more often and 

for twice as long; Babies with parents with parental leave are 25.3% more likely to get 

important vaccinations; Paid paternal leave increases paternal involvement by 70% later 

in life; This act will provide for paid parental leave to be mandated in the United States. 

 

 

Section 1: Federal, state, and local businesses that employ 50 or more employees must 

provide paid parental leave for at least six weeks, with job security, to 

“eligible employees.”  
   

 Subsection A:  “Eligible employees” are those workers who on average work at 

least 35 hours per week and have worked at the firm or organization for no 

less than six months prior to the leave 

 

Section 2:  Federal, state, and local businesses that employ 50 or more employees must 

provide unpaid parental leave with job security for an additional 10 weeks, to 

“eligible employees.” 
 



 

 

Section 3:  Businesses will pay eligible employers 50% of their regular salaries for the 

first 10 years after the bill is enacted, after which point businesses will be 

required to pay an eligible employer’s full regular salary. 

 

Section 4:  An employee will be eligible during the first year of a child’s life for paid 

parental leave, not during years that the child is enrolled in a school. 

 

Section 5:  This bill will be enacted 91 days after its passage. 
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Title: An Act to Provide Counseling for Unemployed Veterans 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 
 

Preamble:  Whereas veterans are people who served in the military. Whereas 20.9 million men 

and women are veterans, accounting for about 9 percent of the civilian noninstitutional 

population age 18 and over. Whereas the unemployment rate for male veterans is 4.2 percent and 

the rate for female veterans is 5.0 percent. Whereas 3.8 million veterans had a service connected 

disability and an unemployment rate of 4.8 percent. Whereas 11-20 percent of veterans 

experience mental health issues such as post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) and have an 

unemployment rate of 10.9 percent. Whereas the Department of Veterans affairs spends $104.3 

billion in mandatory funding. Whereas $57 billion is spent on only 633,000 veterans with service 

connected disabilities. Whereas the number of veterans receiving government subsidized benefits 

education are only 293,384. Whereas the problems of each veteran is diversified, the solutions 

provided are unified. Whereas root causes of each unemployed veteran are not properly 

diagnosed. Whereas investments in the various benefits of VA are not used to its full potential. 

Whereas a program that provides counselling for unemployed veterans that identifies the correct 

solution for unemployment, including but not limited to disability, mental health, societal anxiety 

will exemplify the use of each VA department. Whereas the Transition Assistance Program 

(TAP) will identify the correct solution for unemployed veterans enabling their successful 

transition from the militia to the civilian life.  

 

Section 1: The Department of Veterans Affairs will use 10 million dollars to fund a Transition 

Assistance Program (TAP) to counsel and provide personalized solutions to each unemployed 

veteran.    

Subsection i: 150 counselors will be chosen by VA’s Education Benefits Department and 

reviewed by the Office of Regulation and Management.  

Subsection ii: Each counselor will be paid 50,000 dollars each year.  

Subsection iii: Counselors will go through performance evaluations by VA’s Education 

and Training Benefits and be subjected to a reduction in payment as seen fit if malpractice 

occurs.  

 



Section 2: TAP will take place before unemployed veterans apply for which benefit to receive 

and pursue in VA’s application process.  

 

Section 3: Any necessary funding will be provided by the Ways and Means Committee. 

 

Section 4: This bill will take effect 91 days after its passage  



Yale Model Congress 2017 
Red Senate - Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 

Committee 

Micaela Alpert                      Newark Academy 

  Author                    Delegation 

 

Title: An Act to Aid in the Reconstruction of Hospitals in Puerto Rico 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 

Preamble: Whereas Puerto Rico was affected by the recent natural disasters; whereas the recent hit of 

Hurricane Maria a major part of Puerto Rico’s healthcare systems and hospitals have been destroyed, 

and drug supplies have gone down, but it should not stop healthcare in Puerto Rico from declining; 

whereas the unemployment rate before Hurricane Maria was 19% and currently 11% of families and 

people in Puerto Rico have no income; whereas we must recognize our responsibility to Puerto Ricans as 

fellow citizens of the United States. 

 

Section 1: 75 million dollars will be provided to the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico for the 

reconstruction of their healthcare system. 

Subsection A: 15 million dollars will be given to fund the sending of doctors to Puerto Rico. 

Subsection B: 40 million dollars will be given to fund the reconstruction of hospitals. 

Subsection C: 10 million dollars will be given to increase the drug supply to hospitals in Puerto 

Rico. 

Subsection D: 10 million dollars will be given to support the act of decreasing the price of 

healthcare in Puerto Rico.  

Section 2: A conference will be arranged to seek donors willing to donate toward this fund to support 

Puerto Rico. 

 Subsection A: The conference will take place in Washington, DC.  

 Subsection B: A minimum pledged donation of 1.5 million dollars is required to attend this 

conference. 

Section 3: Any necessary funding for this bill shall be provided by the Ways and Means Committee. 

Section 4: This bill will go effect in 91 days 
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Tina Qin   Christian Heritage School 

Author  Delegation 

 

 

Title of Bill: An Act to extend lunch period in all secondary schools in the United States 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 
Preamble: Whereas the lunch period in each high school is considerately short; whereas 

students are not able to have a pleasant social time during lunch; whereas limited 

amount of such time causes students to have higher propensity of choking; whereas 

short lunch period increases the possibility of students making incorrect or unhealthy 

food choice; whereas the wrong food choice contributes to the issue of obesity; 

whereas this situation leads to a huge health issue to the students; whereas a lack of 

good health amongst teenagers will affect the welfare of the whole country; whereas 

lots of schools in other countries do have longer lunch periods; whereas students in 

those countries do significantly well at school;  

 

Section 1: A Committee of experts, half from the Department of Health Services and half from 

the National Teacher Union should be created in order to determine the ideal time 

for the lunch period in all American secondary schools; 

 

Section 2:   Department of Education and Health should be involved in passing the bill to 

improve conditions in every secondary school in United States;  

 

Section 3:   Every school that does not follow the bill will have to pay a fine that will be 

collected by state government until the school readjusts its lunch time; except the 

school gets 90% of the students’ parent signature of not submitting the bill; 

 

Section 4:   The extra time added to the lunch period shall be taken from each period of class, 

but no more than three minutes per period class; school day will be extended if more 

time is needed;  

 

Section 5:   Funding will be allocated by the Senate Appropriations Committee;  

 

Section 6:   This bill will go into effect 91 days after passage.  
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Viktoria Sinani Branford High School 
Author Delegation 

Title of Bill:  An Act to Implement Universal Health Care in the United States of America 

for Children    
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

Preamble:  Whereas in the year 2016 5.1% (3.8 million) of children in the United States were 

uninsured. Whereas there is no tendency of decreasing within the percentage of uninsured 

children for the last three years, it is actually increasing. (From the year 2015 to 2016 the 

percentage went up 0.6%).  Whereas children that are lacking health insurance can have a 

negative impact on their own health and the health of the general public. Whereas children do 

not have the option of working and receiving health insurance at the same time, so the 

government needs to take on the responsibility of providing universal health care to all children 

in the United States of America. Whereas in other countries like Canada, Denmark, Japan, Chile, 

Germany, United Kingdom and many others have universal health care, these countries come 

from varying degrees of wealth and yet they all have universal health care that works and 

performs well for its citizens. 

Section 1: Definitions: 

                             a.Child-An individual whose age ranges from 0-18 years 

 

Section 2: Let health insurance or “health insurance” type programs that children (0-18 years of 

age) are participating in run for 6 months  

                      Subsection A:  After 6 months make the switch for all children in the 

United States of America to the Universal Health Care program  

 

Section 3: The Universal Health Care Program will cover all medical expenses for children   

 

Section 4: The funding for Universal Health Care will come from Medicaid funds that are used 

for children and from public funds   

 

  



Section 5:  The Universal Health Care program will cover all children regardless of their 

parent’s or their own income, race, pre-existing conditions, gender, or wealth  

 

Section 6: This bill shall go into effect 91 days after passage.   

 

 
 


