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Title of Bill: An Act to Repair and Preserve Deficient Bridges 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 
 

Preamble: As of 2016, 56,007 of America’s 614,387 bridges (9.1%) have been classified as 

structurally deficient. An estimated 188 million commercial and commuter trips are taken across 

these structurally deficient bridges every day. The average age of American bridges today is 43 

years, and 39% of bridges are over 50 years old, which is the design life of most bridges. An 

estimated $123 billion is needed to fund the repair of these flawed bridges. Despite a $17.5 

billion expense on bridge repairs in 2012, recent government investment in bridge repair has 

been insufficient. Additionally, 13.6% of American bridges were functionally obsolete in 2016, 

meaning they do not meet the current demand of traffic and cause congestion, and they need 

structural updates. 

 

Section 1: This act may be cited as the “Bridge Rehabilitation Act” 
 

Section 2: A commercial and consumer consumption tax should be considered to fund the 

rehabilitation of the most severely impaired bridges. A state tax or toll road payment can be 

options for the funding mechanism. 

Section 3: A state-by-state commission should be formed to evaluate and identify the most 

severely damaged bridges.   

 Subsection A: Each state can decide the fixed tax (e.g., state tax). 

Subsection B: Each state can determine the variable tax (e.g., road toll) funding 

mechanism. 
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Title of Bill: An Act to Create Mandatory Road Tests for Senior Citizens 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 

 

Preamble: Whereas Americans drove more than 3.15 trillion miles in 2015. Whereas 14 million

Americans aged 18 to 64 were estimated to be involved in accidents caused by drivers aged 

65 and over. Whereas retaking a road test and an eye test is the only way to determine if 

senior citizens are still eligible to drive. Whereas this requirements absolves family members 

or loved ones from the responsibility of taking away the keys from an elderly person.  

 

Section 1: Each state’s Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) must mandate a “road test” to 

all citizens above the age of 65 in order to maintain their driver’s licenses. 

 

 Subsection A: The driver must perform the first road test within three months of their 

65th birthday. 

 Subsection B: If the driver does not pass the road test the first time, the driver may 

retake the test again under the state’s policy for retaking road tests. 

 Subsection C: Drivers will be required this road test every 7 years after the age of 65.  

 

Section 2: Senior Citizens (over the age of 65) must take an eye exam within three months of 

their 65th birthday.  

 Subsection A: If the driver does not pass the eye exam portion of the test, he or she 

will only be allowed to take the eye exam again after 4 weeks.  

 Subsection B: Drivers will be required to retake this eye exam every 7 years after the 

age of 65.  

 

Section 3: All states that do not comply with this legislation will receive a 5% decrease in 

highway funding. 

 

Section 4: This bill will take effect 91 days after its passage. 
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Title of Bill: Improvement of Railways Act 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 
 

Preamble: Whereas the railway systems of each state in the United States of America are worse 

than that of many European and Asian countries. Whereas railway systems have the potential to 

be the number one mode of public transportation, if funded properly. Whereas an increase in the 

amount of citizens who use the railway systems will lower the amount of carbon dioxide emitted 

by automobiles. 

 

Section 1: Let each state increase funding of their respective railway systems by 15%. 

 

 Subsection A: This will go to the laying down of more railway tracks. 
 

 Subsection B: This will go to the technological improvement of trains/subways (i.e.  

 faster, safer, etc.) 

 

 Subsection C- This will go to the installation of Wi-Fi on all trains/subways. 

 

Section 2: Any state that does not adopt this act will have federal highway funds reduced by 3%. 
 

Section 3: Let this bill go into effect 91 days after passing. 
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Title of Bill: The Cooperative Water Return Act 

 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 

 

Preamble: Whereas, the current state of water transportation is a danger to public health and; 

Whereas, Flint, Michigan was a disaster waiting to happen due to lead piping transporting water 

and; Whereas, dirty and poisoned water can lead to several forms of cancer, and other life-

threatening diseases, so; 

Section 1:  Let it be enforced that; 

          Subsection 1A:  Upon enactment, seventy-five percent of distribution pipes per county in 

all 50 states in the United States of America shall be inspected and tested for any harmful 

amounts of lead; 

                    Subsection 1AA: Distribution pipes are defined as pipes which distribute water up 

to the homes; 

          Subsection 1B: Any homeowners who wish to have their pipes tested shall be tested; 

Section 2: All pipes which are clearly harmful to United States’ citizen’s health shall be replaced 

with the money allocated to this bill which is going to this section and; 

          Subsection 2A: The replacement of lead pipes is defined as changing lead or any other 

dangerous piping to plastic piping, which is considered a cheap alternative and; 

Section 3: Seeing as there are 120 trillion dollars’ worth of assets waiting to be used and 

supported by the United States’ Government so be it; 

          Subsection 3A: Private investors will be welcomed and invited to support this bill and 

particularly sections 1 and 2 of this bill 

          Subsection 3B: Any investors who are involved in section 3 of this bill by giving at least 

one percent of their revenue shall receive a five percent decrease in taxes for the number of years 

that they contribute however; 

                    Subsection 3BA: These benefits shall only apply if the investor contributes for a 

minimum of five years 

Section 4: Seeing as the enactment of this bill will greatly benefit constituents and states of the 

United States let it be that; 

          Subsection 4A: All states who comply with this bill shall be required to pay two percent 

of their GDP per year that this bill is in effect however; 

          Subsection 4B: After this bill has completed, these said states shall receive a four percent 

increase in federal aid for the number of years that they contribute however; 

 



                     Subsection 4BA: These benefits shall only apply if the state contributes for a 

minimum of five years 

                     Subsection 4BB: Federal aid is defined as the amount of spending that a state 

receives from federal funding and; 

          Subsection 4C: Any states which do not comply with this bill shall receive a four percent 

decrease in federal aid and; 

Section 5: The testing and disposal of lead or other harmful piping shall be overseen by the 

Office of Water, a subcommittee of the Environmental Protection Agency, and; 

Section 6: The Office of Management and Budget shall appropriate funds should 115 billion not 

be raised by Sections 3 and 4 of this bill 

Section 7:  The Congressional Budget Office shall manage the monetary aspects of this bill, and 

ensure that all money raised is being spent in an appropriate manner 

Section 8:  This bill shall be enacted 181 days after passage, and is estimated to take a minimum 

of 10 years till completion. 
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Title of Bill: An Act to Clear Airport Congestion 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 
 

Preamble: WHERAS current federal airports are not capable of handling mass amounts of 

congestion; WHERAS government funding has no control on what changes are 

made to airports. WHERAS LAX is a prime example of the problem of airport 

congestion. WHERAS Due to annual increases in the number of American fliers, 

aging airports begin to operate at levels far beyond their intended capacity. 

WHERAS the two-mile drive from the freeway exit to the terminals took over an 

hour to complete. WHERAS LAX was built to handle 40 million passengers 

annually. WHERAS projections call for almost 100 million passengers this year. 

 

Section 1: State and local governments would sell their airports to private companies over a 5-

year timeline 

Subsection A:  The government will use the proceeds from those sales to finance 

infrastructure investments to the traffic issues airports cause. 

Subsection B:  The Private Companies will have the option to continue to pay for TSA or 

appoint their own government approved company. 

Section 2: Executive decisions no longer need to gain government approval, therefore large 

improvements such as, facilitating upgrades to both infrastructure and security can be enacted 

faster, limiting congestion.   

 Subsection A: Private airports would be able to upgrade the air traffic control system, 

which is quickly becoming out-of-date and often struggles to keep up with the increasing number 

of flights.   

 Subsection B:  To ensure that airport policies and equipment are maintained to a high 

standard government officials will annually inspect protocol. 

Section 3: Airports will be self-funded by revenues from passengers, airlines, concessions. 

Federal subsidies will be phased out after private companies take full control to improve 

efficiency, competitiveness, and passenger benefits. 

Section 4: This bill shall take effect 91 days after passage. 
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Title of Bill: Data for Autonomous Vehicles Enterprises 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

Preamble:  Whereas 33 states have legislation regarding autonomous vehicles. Whereas these 
vehicles need information to function correctly. Whereas local, state, and federal governments 
have existing fleets of vehicles that can be used to collect data. Whereas there are applications 
available that make an ordinary android or IOS smart phone capable of collecting data 
throughout the normal course of the day of their regular driving patterns. Whereas companies are 
Google, Apple, Tesla, Intel, TomTom and many others require this data to provide safer, more 
efficient autonomous software. Whereas data collecting is already occurring and it won’t take 
much more effort to increase the amount of data collected. Whereas aggregating the sources of 
data and allowing access by consortium partners will allow for a level of funding that can be paid 
back to the government entity participating in the program. 

 

Section 1: Consortium members will pay a membership fee of $1 million to participate and a $3 
per mile collected. 
 Subsection A: Let consortium members be defined as for profit companies developing 
autonomous vehicle programs.  

 

Section 2: Funding for this bill shall be provided by the Ways and Means Committee with an 
initial grant of $2 million to develop program, promote to government fleet managers, install 
handset devices, and acquire consortium members. 

 

Section 3: Additional funding will be provided via the membership of consortium members’ 
dues and data usage fees.  

 

Section 4: The Bill shall go into effect in 91 days. 
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Title of Bill: An Act To Save America's Infrastructure  

 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 
Preamble: Whereas the quality of highways in the United States was ranked 13th in the world, 

whereas the average driver in Connecticut, California, Oklahoma, and the District of 
Columbia pay over $600 a year for car repairs due to bad roads, whereas in DC, 92% 
of the roads are in poor shape and none are considered “good”. Whereas according to 
statistics from the US National Highway Traffic and Safety Administration A 
staggering 37,461 people were killed on US roads in 2016, an increase of 5.6 percent 
from the previous year. Whereas the Federal tax for gasoline has not been increased 
since 1993 and inflation has since decreased the effect of the tax. 

 

 

Section 1:  The federal tax on gasoline sales will be increased to 26 cents per gallon. 
     Subsection A: Let this tax be changed by the National Bureau of Labor Statistics’ Consumer 
Price Index percent inflation measurement every 5 years. 
 
Section 2: The federal tax on diesel fuel sales will be increased to 37 cents per gallon. 
     Subsection A: Let this tax be changed by the National Bureau of Labor Statistics’ Consumer 
Price Index percent inflation measurement every 5 years. 
 
Section 3: Let a minimum of 90% of the funds raised from the gas and diesel tax be given to the 
Highway Trust Fund. 
     Subsection A: Let the remaining funds be allocated to the ways and means committee for 
further evaluation. 
 
 
Section 4: Let this bill take into effect on January 1, 2018 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.nhtsa.gov/press-releases/usdot-releases-2016-fatal-traffic-crash-data
https://www.theverge.com/2016/2/5/10923924/traffic-fatality-car-accident-statistics-us-2015
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Title:  An Act to Recycle Plastic from Landfills into Roads 

  

Preamble: Whereas 35 billion plastic water bottles are put into landfills every years; whereas the 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) suggests that only 40% percent of all waste is recycled; 

whereas there over 44 square miles of landfills the United States. Whereas 16.1% of roads are in 

poor or mediocre condition; whereas $146 billion are used to repair roads every year, the 

Transport and Infrastructure can help.   

 

Be it hereby enacted by the Yale Model Congress: 

  

Section 1:In this method, called operation plastic road, a factory would turn plastic roads.  

a.  Primarily, Plastic would be turned into pellets.  

b. The pellets would then be combined with asphalt to create a roadlike material. 

c. These roads would be constructed in the factories and put together onsite.   

 

Section 2:7.5 million dollars will be taken out of the Transport and Infrastructure budget in order 

to fund a test trial of operation plastic road for 1 year. 

a. This money will be taken from Highway Trust Fund. 

b. 1 million dollars will be used to create a factory. 

c. 5.5 million dollars will be used to fund the workers in this factory.  

d. 0.5 million dollars will be used to transport plastic to the factories. 

e. 0.5 million dollars will be used to put the plastic roads together onsite. 

f. This test trial will take place in Los Angeles, California.  

 

Section 3: If the test trial proves to be safe then, 100 million dollars will be taken out of the 

Transport and Infrastructure budget every year.  

a. 13 million dollars will be used to create 13 factories. 

b. 70 million dollars will be used to fund the workers in these factory. 

c. 10 million dollars will be used to transport plastic to the factories. 

d. 7   million dollars will be used to put the plastic roads together onsite. 

  



Section 4: This bill will take effect in 91 days. 
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Title of Bill: An Act to Improve Road and Bridge Conditions through Responsible Budget Management 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 
 

Preamble:  Whereas in 2016, 4.6 million injuries and 40,000 fatalities in the United States 

were the result of automobile accidents; whereas the estimated comprehensive cost 

calculated in that year due to accidents totaled to 432 billion dollars; whereas 

52.7% of all fatal crashes, and 31.4% of all non-fatal crashes were attributed either 

entirely or in part to roads in poor condition; whereas the contribution of roads in 

poor condition to crash severity and frequency has been demonstrated responsible 

for up to 43.6% of the aforementioned costs; whereas the present system for the 

allocation of the Highway Trust Fund to projects allows for diversion of funds to 

non-transportation projects and also does not require states to allocate remaining 

funds to specific types of highway projects; whereas some states direct as little as 

3% of this funding to repair and maintenance, instead focusing on new 

construction and expansion projects; whereas in the last decade, the percentage of 

roads and bridges in poor condition has increased for this reason; whereas every 

dollar spent in preventative maintenance has been found to save between four and 

ten times that amount in future repairs; this bill seeks to reduce injuries, loss of 

life, and costs related to roads and bridges in poor condition by establishing 

minimum requirements for the allocation of state roadway and bridge funds to 

repair and maintenance. 

 

Section 1: The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) shall establish a new set of 

standards for the allocation of the federal Highway Trust Fund to prioritize the 

preservation and maintenance of federal and state roads and bridges over the 

construction of new infrastructure. 

 

Subsection A: Form a committee of federal and state transportation asset management 

professionals to establish a sliding index of minimum percentages to be 

allocated for road and bridge preservation and maintenance proportional 

to the percent of poor and structurally deficient roads and bridges within 

a state. 

 

Section 2: For application to the state level, the committee formed in Section 1 - Subsection 

A shall be responsible for using this scale to determine the minimum appropriate 

percentage of funding that states must allocate to preservation and maintenance. 



 

 Subsection A:  It is currently mandated that all state Department of Transportations 

submit annual asset reports summarizing the current condition of roads 

and bridges within their state. If a state deems a new construction or 

expansion project as vital (whether on a basis of time-sensitivity, 

emergency relief, progress on a current project, or another specified 

reason), additional appeals for budget adjustment may be submitted for 

consideration alongside the report. 

  

 Subsection B: The committee shall review each report, utilizing the index formulated 

by the FHWA in Section 1 to determine minimum percentages of the 

state budgets that must be directed towards maintenance before new 

construction projects, deeming the necessity of each based on the reports 

and optional appeals submitted under Section 2 - Subsection A. 

   

Section 3: Following the passage of three fiscal years after the enactment of this bill, the 

FHWA committee shall review and analyze the efficacy of the budget reallocations 

by observing trends in percentages of roads and bridges in poor conditions, injuries 

and fatalities due to accidents caused by roads and bridges in poor condition, and 

economic expenditures associated with compromised infrastructure or accidents. 

 

 Subsection A: If it has been determined that the current system of indices has not 

produced positive effects or trends on the factors listed above, the 

committee shall revise its criteria for funding allocation. It shall be 

revised by the FHWA and placed into effect for the following year. 

 

 Subsection B: After the passage of two fiscal years from this revision, the committee 

shall review the effects of the adjustment on the criteria established 

above. 

 

Section 4:  Funding for this bill will be allocated by the House Ways and Means Committee 

 

Section 5: This bill will go into effect January 3
rd

, 2018 

 

 

             

   

 


