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Title of Bill:   An Act to Provide Equal Pay for Both Men and Women in the Workforce 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 
 

Preamble: Whereas for every dollar a male makes in a workplace in the U.S., only 80 cents are 

paid to women. Whereas in the 1980’s, women were paid 60 cents for every dollar a 

male makes. Whereas women in Louisiana and Utah get paid 70% of what men 

make year-round. Whereas it will take 44 years before women receive equal pay. 

Whereas women must work on average an additional 44 days to earn the same 

annual salary as their male counterparts. Whereas the Equal Pay Act of 1963 made it 

illegal for employers to pay men more than women performing the same job, and yet 

more than 50 years later the gender wage gap still exists. 

 

Definitions: Let the Equal Pay Act of 1963 be defined as requiring equal skill, effort, 

responsibility, and performed under similar working conditions; the act allows men 

to be paid a higher wage or salary than their female counterparts on the basis of 

seniority, merit, productivity, and a differential based on any other factor other than 

sex. Let the Equal Pay Act be defined as EPA. Let 44 years be defined as an estimate 

of workload it will take before equal pay if workforce is performed constant. 

 

Section 1: All businesses are required to not discriminate when hiring employers.  

 

Subsection A: Regardless of gender, all fields must take into consideration when hiring 

based on experience, qualities, and features. 

 

Subsection B: If work forces are not able to fulfill these duties, they will get reprimanded 

by the federal government.  

 

Section 2: Allow more flexible hours and leave of absence in the workforce. 

 

 Subsection A: Businesses should be more lenient when it comes to request upon leave of 

absence. Women, in particular older women, are paid less than men and younger women 

due to childcare and/or family concerns. Therefore, businesses should not penalize a 

worker when asked to request a leave of absence or for more flexible hours, when 

absolutely necessary.  

 

Section 3: This bill shall go in effect 91 days after passage. 
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Red House - Education and the Workforce 

 

Joseph Granata              Trumbull High School 
       Author                          Delegation 

 

 

Title of Bill: An act to stop standardized testing in schools across america 

 

 Be It Enacted By The Yale Model Congress 

  

Preamble: Whereas millions of kids across america are crazed and stressed about standardized 

testing, whereas each and every kid that are taking these tests are suffering trying to cram for a 

good grade, whereas tests do not show the creative minds but only the socio economic minds, 

and whereas this is a big issue and needs to be stopped across america. 

 

Section 1:  All districts across america will stop giving out standardized tests in the classroom.  

  

         Subsection A: This will only be the (SAT and ACT) for high school students and the 

CMT and Common core tests for elementary and middle school students in connecticut and 

across america.  

 

Section 2:  kids will now be assessed on their projects, papers, presentations and portfolio 

 

Section 3: This bill shall take effect 91 days after passage.  
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        Author                Delegation 

 

 

Title of Bill: An Act to Raise the Wage of Public School Teachers. 

   BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 

Preamble: Whereas the median annual pay of an average public school teacher is 54,801 dollars. 

Whereas a private school teacher earns about 49,000 dollars a year. Whereas Luxembourg has an 

average salary of 137,000 dollars. We are far behind, even though the country is in the top ten 

best paying nations. Whereas the United States, arguably the most powerful nation in the world, 

is not treating their educators with the respect they deserve. Whereas a pay increase will give the 

teachers a greater incentive to strive to be better at their job. 

 

Section 1: The federal government will raise the public school teacher salary to 70,000 dollars.  

 

Section 2: The federal minimum is 70,000 dollars, but if the salary goes over that amount the 

state can control it. 

 

Section 3: Funds determined by the ways and means committee.  

 

Section 4: Bill will go into effect 91 days after passage. 
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Title of Bill: An Act to Make it Legal to Travel with a Learners Permit 

 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 
 

Preamble: Whereas each state has their own laws regarding drivers’ education, and different 

laws regarding how to deal with student drivers from other states. Whereas some 

states do not allow learners that do not meet their requirements or that are from that 

state to drive there. Whereas The Full Faith and Credit Clause does not include 

drivers’ education or learner’s permits, and it gives the Congress the right to expand 

its interpretation. 

 

Section 1: States must recognize student drivers from other states as legal student drivers in that 

state. 

 
 Subsection A:   These drivers may not be penalized for driving in or through a state that 
they do not meet the requirements for. 
 
 Subsection B:   States who do not abide this law are to have $300 cut from the following 
year’s education budget per student driver. 
 
Section 2:   Student drivers from other states who break the driving laws are to be treated as they 
would in their home state. 
 
Section 3:   Student drivers from other states who break the driving laws while outside of their 
home state are, in addition to regular punishments, to not be allowed to drive outside of their 
home state until they have earned their license. 
 
 Subsection A:   If they do drive outside of their home state after losing this privilege then 
they are subject to the fines and/or penalties their home state has in place for student drivers who 
break the law. 
 
Section 4:   This bill shall take effect 91 days after its passage. 
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Title of Bill: An Act to Abolish Physical Education for Those Who Participate in Athletics. 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 
 

Preamble: Whereas schools are required by law to have all students participate in the course of 

physical education for the well-being of the child, it gives students who already 

participate in athletic clubs or programs less time to focus on actual school work and 

more than enough exercise for the day, whereas students who do not participate in 

programs such as these just enough exercise, leaving gym class only beneficial to 

some, whereas student athletes should be able to have the option of taking this 

course or, instead, a study hall, said student athlete would have to get permission 

from a coach, parent, or guardian to do so, and this would insure the best for 

everyone. 

 

Definitions: Let student athlete be defined as a student who participates in any sport program 

through the school or through a club that meets at least four times a week for two or more hours 

each time. 

 

Section 1: An independent committee of 15 experts on education, well-being of students, and 

physical activities will be assembled by the House of Education and the Workforce. 

 

Subsection A: The committee will compile a list of disadvantages to physical education 

classes for student athletes and a list of benefits for non-student athletes. 

 

Subsection B: This committee will also contact athletic directors of public schools to 

hear their understanding of the issue and see their point of view. 

 

Section 2: Physical education teachers will not receive a pay decrease because they will still be 

the instructor of the same course. 

 

Section 3: After this rule is set in place physical education instructors will be in charge of 

student athletes to make sure they have all the proper signatures and paperwork to choose their 

course and this will be overseen by the Department of Education. 

 

Section 4: The House Committee of Education and the Workforce will ensure the rules of what 

is defined as a student athlete are enforced as written. 

 



Section 5: Funding for this bill will be done by public school’s committees. 

 

Section 6: This bill will go into effect the following school year after passage. 

 



Yale Model Congress 2017 

 

Red House- Education and Workforce 
Committee 

 

     Prair Wahlin                                                 San Clemente High School      
          Author                 Delegation 
 

Title of Bill: An Act to Improve the Cost of Higher Education in Colleges 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 
 
Preamble:  Whereas in other countries of the world you can attend college for free, Higher 

education tuition in the United States has increased 400% in the last thirty years. The 
total number of student debt in America, from college education, is $875 billion. Whereas 
many students believe after college they will immediately receive job offers, the 
unemployment rate for college graduates under the age of twenty-five is 11% which is 
almost two million students.   

 
Definitions:  Let higher education be defined as a level of education that is provided by 

universities, vocational universities, liberal arts colleges, institutes of technology and 
other collegiate level institutions, such as vocational schools, trade schools and career 
colleges, that award academic degrees or professional certifications; most being four year 
colleges.  

 
Section 1: The cost of higher level education in America is over 200% more than other 

countries around the world. 
 
Section 2: Higher education can relate to universities giving out four-year degree. 
 
Section 3: This bill would need no additional funding to be passed because the cost of  

college is only implemented for the colleges ability to make more money, all we would 
need to do is redetermine college cost.  

 
Section 4: This law will be enforced by the Education and Workforce services then moved to  

the Judiciary Services 
 
Section 5: Those who violate the bill will be subjected to a $25,000 fine the first offence then a  

$100,000 fine second offence then subjected to close after the third offence.  
 
Section 6:  This bill will go in effect 91 days after passage 
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 
 

Title: An Act To Prohibit Dress Codes in Public Schools 

 

Preamble: Whereas girls are often sent home from schools for wearing anything above the knee; 

whereas dress codes encourage girls to be ashamed of their bodies; whereas dress codes 

sexualize underage girls in public schools; whereas dress codes limit what girls can wear and 

often cause financially struggling families to have to spend more money to meet dress code 

standards; whereas dress codes teach girls that boys’ educations are more important than theirs. 

 

Section 1: All public high schools, middle schools, and elementary schools in the United States 

are prohibited from putting dress codes in place. 

 Subsection A: A federal investigation will be opened at any school that violates this 

policy and those responsible will be released of their duties immediately. 

 

Section 2: If genitalia is exposed, a public school has the right to provide the student a change 

clothes. 

 Subsection A: No public school has the right to pull a student out of class to enforce this 

policy unless the student has halted the educational productivity of the class. 

 Subsection B: No student will serve a suspension or be sent home for exposing genitalia 

unless there is ample evidence that the student was attempting sexual harassment. 

 

Section 3: This bill shall be enacted after 91 days. 
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Title of Bill: An Act to Require Adequate Sex Education in Public Schools  

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 

 

Preamble: Whereas only 24 states and the District of Columbia mandate sexual education. 

Whereas only 13 states require sex education to be medically accurate. Whereas only 2 states 

prohibit sexual education from promoting religion. Whereas 26 states require abstinence to be 

stressed. Whereas with education on HIV 39 states require abstinence be included. Whereas 

abstinence only sexual education teaches abstinence as the best method and does not suggest 

other options. Whereas Comprehensive sex education teaches abstinence, but also teaches 

information for those who do not stay abstinent. Whereas the state of Connecticut is one of the 

states that does not mandate sexual education. This act requires schools to provide every student 

a proper sexual education. 

 

Section 1: Require all states to provide adequate sexual education in Public Schools.  

 Subsection 1A: Adequate sexual education is defined as sex education that is 

comprehensive, unbiased and medically accurate.   

 Subsection 1B: Sexual Education will be taught as part of a high school health 

curriculum.  

 Subsection 1C: High schools may use their own discretion as to where in the 

high school health curriculum sex education is taught.  

  

Section 2: Abolish Abstinence Only sex education as it will be replaced with Comprehensive 

Sexual Education. 

   

Section 3: This bill shall be funded and enforced by the US. Department of Education. 

 Subsection 3A: Funding for teachers and materials falls under the funding of the 

U.S. Department of Education.  

 

Section 4: This bill shall go into effect at the start of the 2018-2019 school year.  
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       Long Island City Leadership 
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Title of Bill:  A Bill to Reform the Common Core System 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS that the Common Core State Standards should 

not be strictly enforced in the Educational Department to each state to help better the students’ 
academic performances. 

 

Preamble:  In 2009, Common Core initially started because many districts in each state 

within the United States had different expectations of proficiency. Due to this, Common 

Core was developed to unify the standards within the Education Department for all 50 

states. However, more than five states have opted out of Common Core because of the 

unfair representation of both the student’s and teacher’s academic evaluations. 

 

Section 1: Each state will have the Common Core curriculum set in place, but should have the 

right to alter and change any standards that might not fit within each district’s 

academic expectation. Instead of having teachers be affected by such scores, 

Common Core should focus more on growth, rather than proficiency. 

● Subsection 1a: “Common Core aims to deepen critical thinking and enhance problem-

solving skills.” “Common Core is a set of high-quality academic standards in 

mathematics and English language arts/literacy (ELA). These learning goals outline what 

a student should know and be able to do at the end of each grade.” (Source: 

http://hechingerreport.org/will-test-based-teacher-evaluations-derail-common-core/ ; 

www.corestandards.org/about-the-standards/ ) 

● Subsection 1b: Schools all over the nation evaluated the student’s and teacher’s 

proficiency based on the Common Core standardized tests that were given to them.  

“Teachers are dependant on test scores to achieve a rating that didn’t also put their job in            

jeopardy” (Source: http://hechingerreport.org/will-test-based-teacher-evaluations-derail-

common-core/)  

● Subsection 1c: Common Core has states like Texas that believe that they should “not 

waste tax dollars on ‘the adoption of unproven, cost-prohibitive national standards and 

tests’” (Source:  http://blog.al.com/wire/2013/11/unlike_alabama_these_five_stat.html) 

● Subsection 1d: Teachers are not familiar with the Common Core curriculum for a 

specific subject and are not given enough time nor resources needed to teach the students. 

"’Our scores didn't go down. It's a new, more difficult test,’ Minnesota Education 

http://hechingerreport.org/will-test-based-teacher-evaluations-derail-common-core/
http://www.corestandards.org/about-the-standards/
http://hechingerreport.org/will-test-based-teacher-evaluations-derail-common-core/
http://hechingerreport.org/will-test-based-teacher-evaluations-derail-common-core/
http://blog.al.com/wire/2013/11/unlike_alabama_these_five_stat.html


Commissioner Brenda Cassellius was quoted assuring the public in the Minneapolis Star 

Tribune this summer. ‘Our kids didn't get dumber in one year.'" (Source: 

http://blog.al.com/wire/2013/11/unlike_alabama_these_five_stat.html)  

● Subsection 1e: Students are enforced to adapt to the Common Core Standards after being 

taught a specific way, rather than having students learn the Common Core curriculum 

since the beginning of their academic careers. 

 

Section 2: Starting from the students, parents, school teachers and administration, and the state 

governments, people should have the right to allow flexibility within the Common Core 

Standards in each school district. 

● Subsection 2a: “Fortunately, state government have started to show themselves willing 

to abandon Common Core standards that are clearly failing.” (Source:  

http://www.freedomworks.org/content/common-core-doesnt-need-work-it-needs-be-abolished)  

● Subsection 2b: Schools can have the choice to opt out on any of the Common Core 

Standardized tests for the student’s benefit- as long as an appropriate, legitimate reason is 

given based on recent academic events within that school district. 

● Subsection 2c: Schools and state government officials can advocate for more funding so 

that students can get hands-on experiences with resources regarding technology and also 

provide more teaching positions.  

● Subsection 2d: States like Maryland and Ohio both adopted the Standards, but altered 

some of its regulations due to the state’s expectations. For instance, Maryland delayed 

teacher evaluations and had the evaluations be run by school boards, while Ohio 

proposed a bill to tentatively end testing of students.  

 

 

 

http://www.startribune.com/local/221257831.html
http://www.startribune.com/local/221257831.html
http://blog.al.com/wire/2013/11/unlike_alabama_these_five_stat.html
http://www.freedomworks.org/content/common-core-doesnt-need-work-it-needs-be-abolished
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Title of Bill: An Act to Require General Education Teachers to Have More Special Ed Training 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 
 

Preamble: Whereas students with disabilities are entitled by law to a free and appropriate public 

education in the least restrictive environment, often means children with special 

needs learn alongside their peers, who don’t have disabilities, whereas teachers get 

almost no training in special education, or one course on how to meet students needs, 

and don’t think it’s helpful and are doing little to prepare teachers, whereas general 

education teachers in a teacher preparation program reported taking an average of 

one and one half courses focusing on inclusion or special education, compared to 

about eleven courses for special education teachers, whereas between 1989 to 2013 

the percentage of students with disabilities who were in a general education class for 

80% or more of the school day increased from 32%-62%, whereas students with 

disabilities are less likely to graduate and more likely to earn alternate diplomas 

unequal to a general diploma, whereas teachers usually learn through experience, 

course generic, and perfunctory, whereas teachers wish there was an explanation of 

different kinds of disabilities and way to address them along with on-job training, 

 

Definitions: Let students with disabilities be defined as lack of adequate power, strength, or 

physical and mental ability, and special ed training be defined as one or more 

courses, access to a special-ed teacher, or on-job training. 

 

Section 1: A committee of twenty experts on students with disabilities, behaviors, and inclusion 

will be assembled by the House of Education and Workforce. 

 

 Subsection A: This committee will compile a list of twenty elementary and middle 

schools where more special ed training will be provided to general education teachers. 

 

 Subsection B: This committee will also contact special ed training companies that will 

provide the schools with proper training, whether it be a course, access to a teacher, or on-job 

training. 

 

Section 2: Once this list of twenty schools has been created, the committee will present its 

findings to congress, which will vote and select the schools to provide training. 

 



Section 3: After the training has been provided, the improvement of the students will be 

overseen by the Department of Education. 

 

Section 4: After the training has been completed and the teachers have worked with students, the 

House on Education and the Workforce will analyze the prospect of implementing further 

training to the other remaining schools.  

 

Section 5: Funding for this bill will be allocated from the national education budget.  

 

Section 6: This bill will go into effect 100 days after passage. 
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Rachel Schmaier  Harrison High School 

Bill Author  Delegation 

 

Title: An Act to Administer Pre-K for All 

 

Preamble:  Whereas studies in school districts across the nation have shown that reform 

efforts in pre-kindergarten education systems are too late, putting certain kids at a 

disadvantage throughout their academic careers. Whereas studies focusing on groups of 

children throughout their childhood years have proven that those enrolled in preschool 

are more likely to graduate high school. Whereas preschool participants had higher scores 

on achievement tests between ages nine and fourteen and on literacy tests at ages 

nineteen and twenty-seven. Whereas studies have shown that pre-kindergarten closes the 

achievement gap between students of different incomes. Whereas studies of students in 

pre-kindergarten programs have been less likely to be arrested for violent or drug crimes 

and had significantly fewer arrests than the comparison group. Whereas only three states 

have truly universal pre-kindergarten programs; Georgia, Florida, and Oklahoma.  

 

Be it hereby enacted by the Yale Model Congress: 

 

Section 1: Let the United States mandate that all children attend public or private 

preschool the year prior to kindergarten.  

 

Section 2: Let the United States provide free education for all children the year prior to 

their enrollment in kindergarten.  

 Subsection A: Each child must attend preschool from either 9am-12pm or 12pm-

3pm, 5 days a week. 

 Subsection B: The child’s parent will have the ability to choose which session 

they would like their child to attend. 

 Subsection C: Pre-kindergarten education can be provided in existing structures 

or new structures, as deemed appropriate by local boards of education. 

 

Section 3:  All states that do not comply will receive a 3% decrease in highway funding. 

 Subsection A: All states that do comply will receive a 3% increase in education 

funding to fund the program. 

 

Section 4: Each town must construct one federally funded preschool at minimum to 

ensure the availability of education, regardless of a family’s residential location.  

 

Subsection A: For every 450 students between ages 3-5, the town must construct 

at least 1 preschool.  



 

 

 

Section 5: Let the Appropriations Commitee determine funding for this bill.  

 

Section 6: This bill will take effect 91 days after its passage. 



YALE MODEL CONGRESS 2017  
          Red house - Education and the Workforce 

 
 Abraham Deitz-Green     Montclair High School 

 

An Act to Help Reduce Domestic Violence and Abuse 

 

Be It Enacted By the YALE Model Congress 

 

Preamble: Whereas every nine seconds a women is beaten or assaulted; Whereas in the 

US, almost 1 in every 4 women, 18 or older, have been the victim of severe physical 

violence by an intimate partner in their lifetime; Whereas by the nature of their job, 

hair/beauty salonists come in contact with parts of the body on which domestic violence 

may occur, such as neck, scalp, and forehead; Whereas the economic cost alone of 

domestic violence exceeds $8.3 billion dollars each year; Whereas it is the duty of the 

United States government to take action to help reduce domestic abuse and violence in 

the most effective way possible. 

 

Section 1: Domestic violence and emotional abuse are defined as behaviors used by one 

person in a relationship to control the other. Partners may be married or not married; 

heterosexual, gay, or lesbian; living together, separated or dating. 

 

Section 2: Hair/beauty salons will be given the option to enroll all stylist employees into 

subsidized, government approved programs, to train them to identify signs of domestic 

abuse and violence and in how to broach the topic with the customer and make available 

support services. 

 Subsection A: Stylist refers to employees at hair and beauty salons who deal  

 directly with customers, styling their hair, painting their nails, and carrying    

 out other forms of grooming. Administrative staff and custodial staff are not  

 included in this category as they do not have the same opportunities to   

 identify signs of domestic violence and abuse. 

 

Section 3: Any hair/beauty salon with over 75% of its stylist employees certified in 

domestic abuse and violence identification by one of the government approved programs, 

will receive a 10% tax credit. 

 



Section 4: This bill will be paid for by a 0.1% increase in taxes on health insurance 

industries 

 

Section 5: This bill will go into effect 91 days after its passage 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



               Yale Model Congress 2017 
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            Sean Koo                                 Great Neck South High School     

         Author                                                   Delegation 

 

Title of Bill: An act to raise the federal minimum wage to $10.25 an hour 

 

Preamble: Whereas it has been nearly ten years since minimum wage was last raised in 2009 to 

7.25. According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, since 2009, the dollar experienced an average 

inflation rate of 1.66% per year. Prices in 2017 are 14.1% higher than prices in 2009. Minimum 

wage should now be raised to keep up with inflation. Whereas 701,000 workers earned exactly 

the prevailing federal minimum wage of $7.25 per hour. About 1.5 million had wages below the 

federal minimum. Together, these 2.2 million workers with wages at or below the federal 

minimum made up 2.7 percent of all hourly paid workers. $7.25 is no longer a reasonable 

amount to work for.  

 

Section 1: Federal minimum wage will be raised to $8.25 in 2018 and raised $1.00 every year 

until 2020 at $10.25 

Section 2: Small businesses (1,500 employees or less) will be able to choose their own wages for 

employees as long as it is above $7.25 an hour 

Section 3: Minimum wage for tipped employees will be raised from $2.13 to $5.13 

Subsection A: The wage will increase to $3.13 in 2018 and increase by $1.00 a year until 

2020 at $5.13 

Section 4: This bill shall go in affect in 91 days 
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Author   Delegation 

     

Title of Bill: An Act to Enforce Sex Education in Public Schools 

Be It Enacted By The Yale Model Congress 

 

Preamble:  Whereas 249,078 children were born to girls fifteen to nineteen years old in 2014; 

these children made up 0.08% of the national population at the time; whereas, 12 

percent of all legal abortions in 2014 were performed on adolescents (aged 0-19), 

not accounting for the number of unintended teen pregnancies that ended in 

miscarriage or were otherwise purposefully terminated; whereas, although teen 

pregnancy and abortion rates are at an all time low, the rate of sexually transmitted 

infections (STIs) among adolescents is quickly rising; whereas as of 2014, fifteen- to 

twenty-four-year-olds made up approximately half of all reported STI cases; 

whereas public schools are required to teach sex education that meets some kind of 

regulation in 28 states as of mid-2016, only 13 of which requiring that the 

curriculum be medically accurate.  Therefore:  

Section 1:  Any high school or middle school receiving any form of federal funding shall be 

required to teach sex education to students in co-educational classrooms.  The 

information taught shall be determined by a curriculum set by the American 

Congress of Obstetricians and Gynecologists. 

Subsection A:  Coeducational classrooms shall be defined as classes consisting   

 of both male and female students.   

Section 2:  Junior high schools shall teach an introductory sexual-education course that is 

recommended for students, warranting a parent or guardian’s signature. 

Subsection A:  Let junior high school be defined as grades seven and eight. 

Section 3:  High schools shall teach a comprehensive sexual-education course required prior to 

graduation.  If included in an overall health-education course, these topics shall 

cover a minimum of 10 hours. 

Subsection A:  Let high school be defined as grades nine, ten, eleven, and twelve. 



Subsection B:  The course must include discussions on sexual assault and harassment, 

consent, types of STIs, teen-pregnancy rates, widely recognized sexual orientations, and 

all modes of contraception. 

Section 4:  The States shall be responsible for approving the syllabi of all public-school districts 

to verify that they are in accordance with the American Congress of Obstetricians 

and Gynecologists’ approved curriculum. 

Subsection A:  States that do not comply shall receive a 2% decrease in funding through 

the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Subsection B:  Funds to hire teachers shall be allocated by the Committee on Ways and 

Means. 

Section 5:  This bill shall take effect in 91 days. 

Subsection A:  State governments must be compliant with this bill by August 1st of the 

2018-2019 school year in order to maintain funding. 
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Title of Bill: A Bill to enact later starting times for Publicly Funded Middle and High Schools 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 
 

Preamble: Whereas the average start time of high schools is 8:00, whereas teenagers need about 

9 hours of sleep a night, whereas about 90% of high school students are chronically 

sleep deprived, whereas growing teenagers are biologically less likely to be able to 

fall asleep before 11:00. 

 

Section 1: All publicly funded schools will have an overall required hour count of 1150 per year, 

with 180 days per year. 

 

Subsection A: 6.5 hours are required on a normal school day. 

 

Subsection B: 20 hours per school year are allocated for half days, taking the lost hours out of 

the 20 allocated. 

 

Section 2: Students must be officially present and accounted for no earlier than 9:00. 

 

 Subsection A: This does not apply to extracurricular, non-credit activities taking 

place in the morning, such as sports practice.  

 

Section 3: States that do not comply are subject to a 25% cut in highway budget. 

 

Section 4: Any grievances may be brought to a committee created by the Department of 

Education.  

 

Section 5: This bill will go into effect 91 days after passing.  
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Aidan Ricciardelli     Branford High School 

Author   Delegation 

     

Title of Bill: An Act to make the US Public High Schools begin later in the day.   

 

Preamble:  Whereas in today's society, children of the post-millennial generation are too tired to 

wake up for school and are having a hard time completely focusing in class. Whereas when 

teenagers do not get enough sleep, statistics have shown that they tend to head down a wrongful 

path in the academic process. Whereas, studies show that 60 to 70% of American teens live with 

a borderline to severe sleep debt. Whereas this sleep debt possibly cannot be fully regained until 

after high school. Whereas in 100,000 drowsiness accidents that occur annually, 55% of those 

are people are 25 and under, and a majority of those are high schoolers. Whereas, the American 

Academy of Sleep Medicine says that high school should start no earlier than 8:30. Whereas this 

will allow students to be fully rested for school and have the ability to have their undivided 

attention in the classroom. Whereas when students get the full recommended amount of sleep of 

8 ½ - 9 ½ hours, there has proven to be a boost in attendance, test scores, and grades in math, 

english, science, and social studies.    

 

Section 1: Move the start time of the high school to no earlier than 8:00 AM.  

Subsection A: Towns will have the the option to switch the start times of any other 

school in the town if bus transportation cost is too much of a burden on the town  

 

Section 2: Any funding or costs with be determined by the Ways and Means Committee.  

 

Section 3: This bill will be enacted after the 2017-2018 school year.  
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Title of Bill: Improving Student Productivity Act 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 
 

Preamble: Whereas people's brains do not reach full maturity until around the age of 25. 

Whereas time that is given to pay close attention to text will improve memory. Whereas brain 

memory storage depends on time. Whereas memory is best when we can relate what we are 

trying to learn. 

 

Section 1: Let students in public schools do at most 3 subjects of homework per night. 

 

- Subsection A: Subject should be giving no more than 3 hours of homework. This will go 

towards students spending more time focusing on each subject individually per night. 

This will go to more sleep which can result in a more productive day. 

 

Section 2: Let there be only 1 test on any given day in public schools. When only having one test 

on a day it will help students to spread out their time. 

 

Section 3: After school activities in public schools will end by 6:00 PM. 

 

Section 4: Let any state that does not adopt this act have federal highway funds reduced by 3%. 

 

Section 5: This bill shall be enacted 91 days after passage. 
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Title of Bill: Guns on college campuses. 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 
 

Preamble: Whereas in 10 states the decision whether to ban or allow guns on campuses is made 

by each college; Whereas between the year 2002 and 2015 there have been over 190 school 

shootings in the US; Whereas based on current trends the percentage is looking to grow over the 

next few years; Whereas college students have said to feel safer without guns on campus. 

 

 

Section 1: Let there be no states in the United States allowed to have guns on college campuses. 

 

Section 2: Let there be metal detectors and police officers to get into any college campuses. 

Subsection 2A: This will ensure that there are no guns on the campus. 

 

Section 3: Individual states shall determine funding for any potential additional law enforcement 

needed on campuses. 

 

Section 4: If any college students/teachers are found carrying a gun on campus with them or 

found in their dorm, let them be investigated by the authorities. 

 

Section 5: This bill would apply to everyone in the United States.  

 

Section 6: This bill shall be overseen by the department of ATF (Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 

Firearms, and Explosives) 

 

Section 7:  This bill shall be enacted 91 days after passage. 
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Bill Author   Delegation 

  

Title: An Act to Perpetuate Drug Education 

  

Preamble: Whereas drug abuse is a prevalent problem in the United States, especially in high schools, 

whereas the current drug education programs are ineffectual and have been shown to minimally impact 

drug usage, whereas drug abuse is a dangerous problem that can result in addiction, damage internal 

organs, poor decision-making, and even death, whereas one in four high school freshmen fail to graduate, 

and approximately 31.8 per cent of dropouts use illicit drugs, whereas drug abuse is a dangerous problem 

that afflicts every public high school in America and improving drug education programs and continuing 

them throughout high school and middle school can help cut down on drug abuse. 

 

  

Be it hereby enacted by the Yale Model Congress: 

  

Section 1: The National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIH) will hold yearly conventions which a delegate 

and/or high school counselor from each public school district will be encouraged to attend. 

 

Section 1a: The NIH will collaborate with those delegates and/or counselors to construct a more 

impactful drug education program at those respective middle and high schools. 

 

Section 1b: Those states with 75% attendance rates will receive additional funding for improving 

drug education programs. 

 

Section 1c: The effectiveness of conventions will be reassessed every 5 years and any necessary 

additional changes or funding will be afforded by the Ways and Means Committee. 

 

Section 2: Funding for this bill will be appropriated by the Ways and Means Committee.  

  

Section 3: This bill will take effect 91 days after its passage. 
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Title of Bill: An act to add religious classes (Catholic, Christian, Buddhism and Muslim) to 

electives in public schools for high school students. 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

Preamble: Many people believe that studying different religious is an effective way for students 

to explore different culture, adding religious classes to electives gives students more 

opportunities to access different culture and understand the religion more clear. 

Currently, there are no electives about religious in public high schools. Public high 

schools should be adding major religious classes to curriculums as electives for 

students. 

 

Section 1: Religious teachers will be hired from local churches and chapel. 

 

 Subsection A: Religious teacher should have special religious education certification and 

secondary school teaching credential.  

 

Section 2: Schools should have at least two types of religious classes available for students. 

 

Section 3: Funding for this bill will come from the schools for its religious classes. 

 

Section 4: This bill shall take effect 91 days after passage. 


