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Title of Bill: An Act to Fight Terrorism through Activity in Syria 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 
 

Preamble: Whereas the citizens of Syria are being faced with a crisis far beyond their ability to 

defeat alone, thus needing help from allies to achieve the ideals of the institution of democracy; 

Whereas President Assad of Syria is unjustly leading the act of civilian suffering, depriving his 

citizens of food or trade, as a method of war; Whereas the Syrian president is using other unjust 

methods of warfare, such as chemical warfare beginning in August of 2013 and is so far 

unending; Recognizing that Assad’s chemical warfare violates the Chemical Weapons 

Convention, signed by Syria, in September of 2013 to the rest of the UN; Given that the Islamic 

state is waging a campaign of terror on the rebel people of Syria; Recognizing that this campaign 

of terror has caused the beheadings of several Westerners, and the deaths of hundreds of Syrian 

rebels; Whereas, as of July 2017, 29,670 women and children have been killed; Recognizing that 

both American and Russian forces have launched air-attacks on the Islamic state in an attempt to 

help civilians; Recognizing that Syria and Russia have had historically good relations since 1944, 

as well as a trade alliance; Whereas America and Russia have bilateral socio economic and trade 

relations; Recognizing that America already has around 300 hundred troops in Syria. Whereas 

over 3,000 Americans have died from terror attacks;Whereas the spread of terrorism poses a 

threat to the security of America. 

 

Section 1: America will dispatch 5,000 troops to fight in Syria to help the Rebels regain the 

territory that was taken over by Islamic terrorist groups. 

 

Subsection A: The funding will be taken from America’s military budget of 711 billion 

dollars, at the discretion of the Department of Defense. 

 

Section 2:  America will ally with Russia to work cooperatively to end the terrorist campaigns in 

Syria. 

 

Section 3: The Department of Defense will oversee dispatching more soldiers into Syria in the 

future, depending upon what is necessary to regain what has been lost to terrorism,  

 

Subsection A: The Department of Defense will produce bi-annual progress reports on 

overall effectiveness of this military action. 

 



Section 4:  This bill shall take effect 91 days after passage. 
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Title of Bill: A Bill to Reassess United States Military Involvement in Africa 

 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 
Preamble: WHEREAS in recent years the United States Military has increased its involvement 

on the African continent; WHEREAS a recent attack United States troops in Niger resulted in the 

death of four soldiers and has led to a broader discussion about the United States’ military 

engagement in Africa and the public and congressional knowledge about it; WHEREAS the 

stated reason for the increase of involvement in Africa is counter-terrorism efforts; WHEREAS 

there is concern that increased United States involvement without a clear and defined 

engagement and exit strategy could result in further and potentially substantial destabilization; 

and WHEREAS the United States involvement in Africa has been viewed as a textbook example 

of neo-imperialism. 

 

Section 1: This act may be cited as the “African Military Engagement Act.” 
 

Section 2: A congressional oversight committee shall be created by the United States Congress 

to-- 

Sub-Section A: Review, monitor and supervise military deployment, programs, activities 

and policy implementation related to engagement on the African continent. 

Sub-Section B: Ensure that Africom activities are consistent with current and long-term 

United States geopolitical interests. 

Sub-Section C: Track United States military and civilian casualties. 

Sub-Section D: Monitor expenditures related to Africom activities. 

Sub-Section E: Assist in prioritization; allocation of resources, including funding and 

personnel; and disengagement strategy. 

 

Section 3: A congressional oversight committee shall assess-- 

Sub-Section A: The number of active duty military personnel currently stationed or 

assigned to African countries or military operations. 

Sub-Section B: The nations and/or regions directly impacted by United States military 

operations. 

Sub-Section C: The impact of military engagement on— 

(A) Broader United States military and geopolitical objectives 

(B) Civilian life and well-being of the host nation 

(C) Regional stability 

(D) Radicalization of civilian population of the host nation 



  

   

Section 4: There shall be a biennial reassessment and reevaluation requirement for certain 

military engagements. 

 

Section 5: This bill shall go into effect 91 days after passage. 
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Title of Bill: Protecting Access to Children’s Education in Foreign Countries Act 
 

 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 
 

Preamble: Every country’s policy choices regarding education will shape their children’s future. 

A little over two decades ago the UN General Assembly accepted the Convention on the Rights 

of the Child. This convention was supposed to guarantee that every country would enact their 

Legislative aspects of government to relieve social, political, and financial hardship blockades to 

permit children to be more able to stay in school. But, this Human Rights Act has been 

continually ratified. Many children, even in the Unites States, will finish primary school and 

secondary school—but after that it becomes much more difficult. Global commitments have 

always been difficult to enforce, but I want to make a change.   

 

 

Section 1:  
 

 Subsection A: This bill will reinforce the CRC and put more pressure on countries to 

grant their children basic human rights. If the child in under eighteen years of age they should be 

required by law to receiver basic education. This bill will ensure that the United States will do 

their best to convince even the most undeveloped countries that with education, our world’s 

future will be enlightened. Since many governments of other countries have already ratified the 

CRC, they are required to report to the United Nations Committee to explain their decisions. 

They will also have to report their progress with their implementation of the convention in their 

country. Our own nation will have to work very vigorously to maintain these children’s rights 

after the implementation. This bill will not only protect foreign countries children’s educational 

rights but also their health rights; such as restriction on involving children under eighteen to be 

involved in military affairs.  

 

 Subsection B: The Supreme Court as well as President will implement this bill to be 

enforced; it will also need to obtain 2/3 votes in Congress for it to be passed. With the help of 

Foreign Relations and Foreign affairs this bill will be enforced throughout the world.  

 

 Subsection C: This bill can possibly save money for other countries. It will enforce free 

education that is easily accessible for less fortunate families and students. Granting free 

education will not only benefit children, but also the government and development of a country.  



 Subsection D: This bill will go into effect as soon as it is granted to do so. Once there is 

approval from the Supreme Court, Foreign Relations can work with the UN General Assembly to 

more strictly enforce the bill and basic human rights to children.  
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Title: A bill to sustain a beneficial relationship between the United States and Mexico by 

resolving issues in the Mexican prison system. 

  

Be it hereby enacted by Yale Model Congress 

 

 Preamble: Whereas more than 60% of Mexican prisons are controlled by inmates; Whereas the 

Mexican penitentiary system is holding 40,000 more inmates than its intended capacity; Whereas 

the amount of custodians in Mexican jails have remained constant, even as the amount of 

inmates rapidly increases; Whereas Mexican taxpayers contribute billions of pesos to prisons that 

remain unused; Whereas Mexico has the largest American population of inmates other than the 

United States; Whereas Mexican drug cartels currently effectively operate out of the  prison 

systems (as demonstrated by “El Chapo”); Whereas Mexican drug cartels are responsible for 

90% of illegal drugs in the United States; 

  

Section 1:   The United States will allocate a maximum of 250 million U.S dollars to finance the 

production of new federal Mexican prisons. 

A. This money will be allocated to the Mexican government in increments of 25 million per 

month over 10 months 

B. A committee of 11 members will be created to oversee this action. There will be one 

chair of this committee that will be appointed by the head of the United States Federal 

Bureau of Prisons. 10 other committee members will be selected by this chair. 

a. This committee will have the power to give the money in larger chunks at their 

discretion. 

b. The committee will determine whether or not the Mexican government is used 

effectively. 

C.  Punishment for misuse of funds will be as follows. 

a. Punishment for the first offense will be a lowering of the maximum amount of 

money that can legally be allocated to assisting Mexico by 100 million dollars. 

b. Upon the Mexican government’s second offense, all funding will be terminated.  



  

  

Section 2: The United States Federal Bureau of Prisons will send 5 representatives to meet with 

Mexican governmental officials on a monthly basis to discuss strategy on increasing the 

productivity of Mexican prisons. 

A. The meetings will be run in congruence with the committee created above to discuss 

proper usage of the funding provided by the United States. 

B. The representatives will strategize with Mexican officials to determine the best way to 

maximize the productivity of their existing prisons. 

  

Section 3: The funding for this bill will come from the US Federal Bureau of Prisons budget. 

  

Section 4: Any funds that are not used by the Mexican government at the end of the 10 month 

period of funding will be re-absorbed by the US Federal Bureau of Prisons. 

  

Section 5: This bill will go into effect in 91 days upon passage. 
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          Title of Bill: An Act to Abolish The Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 
Preamble: Whereas it has been reported that Iran is working with North Korea to conceal its 

nuclear projects and has received advice from North Korean consultants on how to do so; 

whereas Iran provides support for Hamas, Hezbollah and Islamic Jihad in Israel; whereas 

according to the State Department, Iran is the world’s leading state sponsor of terrorism; whereas 

the language in The Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) is especially weak and 

unauthoritative; whereas part of the JCPOA states, “Iran is called upon not to undertake any 

activity related to ballistic missiles designed to be capable of delivering nuclear weapons”; 

whereas according to the Pentagon, Iran has run tests that indicate that they have been 

manufacturing nuclear warheads; whereas in some nuclear facilities, inspectors may have to wait 

up to 24 days to visit the sites after a request is granted 

  

Section 1: The Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) is hereby repealed. The United 

States of America will no longer adhere to the regulations or requirements set forth by the 

JCPOA. 

 

Section 2: All sanctions that were in effect with regards to Iran before the passing of the JCPOA 

are re-instated   

 

Section 3: Henceforth, the United States will resume diplomatic talks with Iran to reach a new 

deal 

 Subsection a. This new deal will include more direct and authoritative language that 

better confines to the interests of the United States  

 Subsection b.  It will also increase checks and security on the the nuclear program of 

Iran 

 

Section 4: This bill will take effect 91 days after its passage. 
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Title of Bill: An Act for HIV Prevention in Tanzania, Zimbabwe, South Africa, and Madagascar  

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 

Preamble: Whereas in America the number of people newly infected with HIV is declining 

sharply, with an almost 10% decline between the years of 2010- 2014, and having approximately 

1.1 million people living with AIDS in 2016, this is largely untrue for Africa. Whereas in Africa 

the number of people with AIDS in 2016 was estimated at near 19.4 million people and there 

were 790,000 new HIV infections in 2016 alone. 

 

Section 1: The United States of America will give Tanzania, Zimbabwe, South Africa, and 

Madagascar 1.5 billion dollars to aid in the prevention of the HIV virus. 

 

Subsection A: The money allocated to the above specified countries will be used to 

educate and provide protection to the the people of the above specified countries. 

 

Section 2: The people currently infected with the HIV virus in the above specified countries will 

receive addition information about how to prevent the transmission of the disease.  

 

Section 3: The Means and Ways committee will decide the funding for this bill. 

 

Section 4: This bill shall go into effect in 91 days.  
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Title of Bill: An Act to Create Refugee Islands 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 
 

Preamble: Whereas, the Rohingya refugee crisis has affected and taken thousands of lives of 

refugees around Myanmar, and since refugee are currently not effective and safe, and since 

refugees require an isolated area to assimilate and adjust, and since currently 605,000 Rohingya 

refugees are residing in poorly executed temporary makeshift settlements, and since Mizoram is 

a prime location, and since the Rohingya refugee crisis is an urgent matter. 

 

Section 1: Setup modern “refugee islands” in open space in Mizoram that will 

 

Subsection A: Be mainly for the aid and housing of refugees affected by the Rohingya 

crisis in the Rakhine State 

 

Subsection B: Remain safe and away from dangerous threats by the means of: 

 

  Sub-Subsection i: US troops surrounding the designated areas 

 

Sub-Subsection ii: Direct communication local protection and law enforcement 

 

Subsection C: Be provided with sufficient humanitarian aid and resources such as but 

not limited to 

  Sub-Subsection i: Protective shelter 

 

Sub-Subsection ii: Food and water 

 

Sub-Subsection iii: Efficient medical clinics and emergency response 

 

Subsection D: Execute vocational training programs from experienced workers that will 

consist of but not limited to 

Sub-Subsection i: local language 

Sub-Subsection ii: job seeking skills 

Sub-Subsection iii: work specialization 



Sub-Subsection iv: Local lifestyle/culture 

Sub-Subsection v: Aid with adjusting from trauma to new society 

 

Subsection E: Have transparency and efficiency checks from local government 

representatives 

 

Section 2: Implement sanctuary routes from the border of the Rakhine State to Mizoram in India 

that will: 

Subsection A: Provide safe passageways for refugees coming from the Rohingya crisis 

and going to the “refugee islands” in Mizoram 

 

Subsection B: Be provided with sufficient humanitarian aid and resources such as but 

not limited to: 

  Sub-Subsection i: Food and water 

Sub-Subsection ii: Various shelter areas along the route 

Sub-Subsection iii: Medical supplies 

 

Subsection C: Be protected and guided by local US troops 

 

Section 3: Funding will be determined by the Senate Appropriations Committee 

 

Section 4: This bill shall take effect 91 days after passage. 
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Title of Bill: An Act to Extend Accessibility of International Student Exchange Programs 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 
 

Preamble: Whereas each year more students from public schools will start signing up for 
foreign exchange program in their main office or during lunch there will be a table 
with a form for he/ or she parents to sign, whereas the students could go to a school 
in a different country such as Japan, South Korea, Taiwan, United States, 
Switzerland, and etc. for a certain amount of time being a week to a year, whereas 
students have to pay a certain amount of money depending on country for instance 
Switzerland would be the most expensive being $4,000 and Taiwan  being the 
cheapest $1000, whereas the students who go exchange will stay with a host family 
but will need to pay an extra $100s-200s for their time being in the foreign country 
or they could rent a room in a hotel. Whereas low-profit schools who don’t have 
exchange programs could have a vote on having an exchange program. 

 

Section 1: The federal government will allocate funds for the exchange program. The people 
that they would allocate the funds are for people who can’t afford, or people who 
have or reduced lunch. So for example the Taiwan trip being $1000 the government 
would pay for host family/ or hotel, food, clothes, and etc. But regardless you would 
have to bring extra money for restaurants and more clothes.  

 
Subsection A: The federal government will create a webpage for exchange programs but 
in that webpage will be link for free and reduced lunch students. In that webpage will 
include a form to sign if you are a free and reduced lunch student and once you fill it put 
it will be sent to the program and the program will immediately email you back within 24 
hours. 
  

Section 2: Once you signed the form and once you get the email back the teacher or the 
counselor in your school will inform you about your trip. 

 

Subsection A: Once informed you will get the amount of money due to pay which would 
depend on which country you choose to go. 

  
Section 3: When received your email from counselor or teacher, and once notified on how 

much you need to pay. You will create a fundraiser to raise money for the flight 
tickets. After you finish with the fundraiser you will give the money to the counselor 



or whomever is in charge and will buy the ticket but make sure to carry your 
passport. 

 

Section 4: This bill will go into effect in 91 days after its passage. 
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                  Mishal Goldstein      Moorestown High School 

 

 Title: Act to Lift the Embargo Act on American and Cuban Relations  

 

Be it enacted by Yale Model Congress 

 

Preamble:  Whereas the Embargo Act on Cuba has had a large and negative impact on 

American business and the Cuban people since the Section 620(a) of the Foreign Assistance Act 

of 1961 was enacted; Whereas the current embargo has failed to achieve the goal of ending 

communism in Cuba;Whereas the U.S Chamber of Commerce estimates 1.2 billion dollars 

annually in lost exports and export sales;Whereas foreign competitors are increasingly getting 

the benefits of Cuban trade;Whereas free trade can provide greater opportunities to promote 

democratic change in Cuba. 

 

Section 1:The United States will lift the Embargo act on Cuban trade to eliminate the prohibition 

of trade, between the United States and Cuba.  

Subsection (a): The United States will have a greater expansion of manufactured, 

industrial, and agricultural goods to the Cuban industrial and consumer markets. 

 

Section 2: The United States service industries will be permitted to operate in Cuba under this 

bill. This includes hotel services, airlines, and other sections of the hospitality industry. 

Therefore improving overall consumer market share with United States businesses.  

 

Section 3: The United States information technology industry will be allowed to operate in 

Cuba. United States businesses will profit from the information and telecom providers in Cuba’s 

technological modernization, and giving us a significant advantage over our global competitors.  

Subsection (b): The geographic proximity to Cuba gives us a large advantage in which 

no other global competitor has. We are the closest market to give Cuba more technological 

freedom, thus improving relations and providing exposure to democratic ideas.  

 

Section 4: The Department of State and the Department of Commerce will oversee this bill’s 

enactment. 

 

Section 5: This bill does not require U.S funds, and will be overall profitable for American trade 

and business. 

 

Section 6: This bill shall be enacted in 61 days after passage. 
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Title of Bill: An Act to Repeal and Replace the Diversity Immigrant Visa Program 

 

Be It Hereby Enacted by Yale Model Congress: 

 

Preamble: Whereas Sayfullo Habibullaevic Saipov, the perpetrator in the recent New York City 

terrorist attack, was admitted into the United States through the Visa Lottery Program. Whereas 

an immigrant is only required to apply from a qualified country, as well as have a high school 

diploma or have a job for two years in a required field in order to register for the lottery. 

Whereas Hesham Mohamed Hadayet, a former Egyptian national, murdered two people in 2002 

in LAX, was able to obtain legal residency through this program. Whereas Canada has 

successfully implemented a merit based immigration system and has had 1/10 of the terrorist 

attacks of the US from 2006-2016.  

 

Section 1: The Diversity Immigrant Visa Program shall be repealed. 

 

Section 2: The Diversity Immigrant Visa Program shall be replaced with a merit based system, 

where you have a greater chance to be picked in the lottery if you have a better education, 

family, etc. An increase in background checks shall also be administered. 

             
            Subsection A: An alien who has a graduate degree shall receive 25 points, an 

alien who has completed college shall receive 20 points, an alien with a high school 

diploma shall receive 10 points, less than a high school diploma shall receive 5 

points. 

 

            Subsection B: An alien who has lived under the poverty line shall receive 15 

points, an alien who has lived with enough money to provide a standard living shall 

receive 10 points, an alien who has lived with enough money to provide for a quality 

life without being in danger of poverty shall receive 5 points. 

 

            Subsection C: An alien who has been able to maintain a job for 8 years shall 

receive 20 points, 6 years shall receive 15 points, 4 years shall receive 10 points, 2 

years and below shall receive 5 points. 

 

            Subsection D: An alien who scores higher than 70/100 on a language 

proficiency test shall receive 15 points, an alien who scores 40-69/100 shall receive 

10 points, an alien who scores 0-39/100 shall receive 5 points. 

 

Section 3: A background check shall be administered on aliens applying for a visa. 



 

            Subsection A: An alien who fails the background test shall be removed from 

the lottery. 

 

Section 4: This bill shall take effect 91 days after its passage.  
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Title of Bill: An Act to Accept Syrian Refugees  

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS  

 

Preamble: Whereas bombs, snipers, and missiles are destroying homes and an estimated 4.25 

million Syrians have become  homeless, more than half of which are children.  Whereas the UN 

has deemed 6.8 million Syrians in urgent need of protection and assistance.  Whereas more than 

50% of Syrian hospitals have been destroyed and immediate medical care is unavailable in dire 

situations.  Whereas many Syrian doctors have fled the country and agencies attempting to 

provide medical attention lack funding needed for care services.  Whereas we have the resources 

to uncover any reasoning not to accept certain refugees through background checks.  Whereas it 

is our responsibility to help civilians as one of of the strongest nations in the world and as 

citizens of the earth.  

 

Definitions: Let background checks be defined as an intensive vetting process where DHS 

officers conduct in person interviews with every applicant, and Biometric information such as 

fingerprints and past visa applications are matched against criminal databases and scrutinized to 

ensure the applicant’s story coheres.   

 

Section 1: 100,000 Syrian refugees will be accepted into the United States. 

 

 Subsection A: Upon receiving acceptance to the country, refugees will receive visas. 

 

 Subsection B: Refugees will become eligible for citizenship six months after arrival to 

the U.S. so long as they uphold all U.S. laws. 

 

Subsection C: Refugees will receive welfare to help their transition into the U.S. 

 

Subsection D: Upon gaining citizenship, refugees will only receive welfare if they 

qualify under U.S. standards.   

  

Section 2: Every applicant will go through an extensive background check. 

  



 

 

 Subsection A: The State Department, the FBI’s Terrorist Screening Center, the 

Department of Defense, and the Department of Homeland Security will perform a rigorous 

screening of the applicant’s Biographical information. 

 

 Subsection B: An officer from the Department of Homeland Security will conduct an in-

person interview with the applicant. 

 

 Subsection C: When choosing where to place a refugee, officials will consider factors 

such as existing family in the U.S., accesses to needed medical treatment, and potential 

employment opportunities. 

 

Section 3: Any Syrian refugee who breaks U.S. law will receive a trial by jury. 

 

 Subsection A: Refugees found guilty of any serious crime causing danger to other 

civilians must face deportation. 

 

Section 4: This bill will go into effect 91 days after passage.  
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