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Title of Bill: An Act to Revise the Implementation of Positive Train Control (PTC) Technology 

and Training for Conductors 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 
 

 

Preamble: WHEREAS Positive Train Control (PTC) is a system which regulates the speed and  

track movements of trains. Whereas Positive Train Control is a GPS-based safety  

technology capable of preventing train-to-train collisions, over-speed derailments, over- 

speed approaches into stations, and unauthorized incursions into work zones. Whereas  

over the last 15 years, there have been at least 85 reported deaths and 1500 injuries  

that could have been prevented with Positive Train Control technology. 

 

Section 1:  Require all conductors and engineers to complete 10 hours of accident prevention 

training bi-annually, specific to their roles. 

a) All conductors and engineers must take a written exam after the completion of training 

and receive a score of at least 85%. 

i.  Conductors and engineers who fail this exam (below 85%) will have to 

complete 5 additional hours of accident prevention    training before they 

re-take this exam.   

b) Let a committee be created by the Department of Transportation to oversee the testing 

and training as required by the bill as described in section 1a.  

c) It is the responsibility of the employer to pay for all of the accident prevention 

training. 

Section 2:  The Federal Railroad Administration will provide loans bearing interest rates equal to 

the 10-year Treasury rate to all railroads for costs of implementation of Positive Train Control 

(PTC) technology and for the costs of the training programs. 

 

Section 3: Any railroads refusing to implement PTC technology by July 1
st
, 2018 will face a 

20% reduction in any federal funding and/or subsidies. 

 

Section 4: This bill will take effect 91 days after its passage. 
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Title of Bill: A bill to enact more affordable housing to low income families  

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 



Preamble: Whereas over 500,000 people remain homeless, sleeping outside or in an emergency 

shelter or transitional housing program, across the country. Whereas low vacancy 

rates have meant skyrocketing prices in rent over the past few years. Whereas a 

shortage of affordable housing, as well as rising rents and stagnant wages have 

fueled 79% increases in the demand for shelter in the last decade. Whereas research 

from the Harvard Joint Center for Housing Studies and Enterprise Community 

Partners suggests that over the next 10 years, the rental population in the U.S. will 

climb by about 4 million people. Whereas 30 percent of elderly renters use more 

than half of their income on housing. Whereas in 2016, 89 percent of households in 

the HUD-assisted programs were elderly, had disabilities, worked, had recently 

worked, or likely were subject to work requirements through another program. 

Whereas if current patterns persist, with rent prices increasing more quickly than 

incomes, each 0.25 percentage point increase in rent will mean an additional 400,000 

Americans who are spending half of their pay on housing, leaving them little money 

to spend on their other basic needs. Whereas the total U.S. population is projected to 

increase by 98.1 million by 2060, which corresponds to an average increase of 2.1 

million per year. Whereas between 2011 and 2015, affordable housing projects have 

created 329,400 total jobs, including positions within construction, architecture, 

engineering, as well as local businesses like restaurants and retail. Whereas 

American could lose 175,000 vouchers in 2018 if Congress does not increase 

renewal funding sufficiently to cover rising rents and other costs, worsening 

homelessness and housing instability among low-income residents.  

 

Section 1: The Housing Choice Voucher program will be administered locally by public housing 

agencies(PHAs).   

Subsection A: PHAs will provide 75% of its voucher to applicants whose incomes do not 

exceed 20%      of the city’s median income. 

Subsection B: This bill can only be issued to families who have lived in their city for 

over 5 years to prevent a free rider system.  

Section 2: Federal housing projects will receive money to provide more people with the tools 

they need to      receive affordable housing.  

Subsection A: The Low Income Housing Tax Credit, The U.S. Department of Housing 

and Urban Development (HUD) and The Housing Choice Voucher will receive most of 

the money to cover for national funding gaps.  

Subsection B: State programs with a larger homeless crisis will receive more money than 

those with a stable decrease in the homeless population over the past 20 years.  

Section 3: Rental assistance will be eligible by 30% of low income renter households.  

Subsection A: By 2027, a projected 12 million people will have affordable housing made 

by federal rental assistance. 

Section 4: This bill shall take effect in 91 days.  
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Title: A Bill to Prevent Cyber Attacks on US Banks 

 

Preamble: Whereas cyber attacks against the financial systems of the United States happen on 

an everyday occurrence, and continue to worsen; Whereas in 2012 and 2013, many US banks 

were knocked offline and out of operation completely by one of the aforementioned attacks; a 

grave situation which prevented consumers from being able to conduct transactions at Wells 

Fargo, Citigroup, JPMorgan Chase, and Bank of America, as well as other Banks; Whereas the 

attack, and those that have followed in the years since, reflected the need to act upon officials 

concerns that hackers are now capable of theft from bank accounts and destroying consumer 

data; Whereas the worst fears of cyber security experts came to fruition when in July 2017, 

Equifax, a credit bureau, was hacked, with the hackers gaining access to the Social Security 

information of its clients; Whereas it is imperative the United States changes its plan and attitude 

towards the threat of cybersecurity; Whereas in order to give companies and government 

agencies a chance to survive, the private sector and the government must cooperate with one 

another and share information regarding technical data.  

 

Be it hereby enacted by the Yale Model Congress 

 

Section 1: Private citizens and the government will be required to share information including IP 

addresses, routing information, and date time stamps.  

Section 2: 25 million dollars will be allocated to the Department of Defense to hire experienced 

cyber security experts as well as use technology to monitor the information in order to prevent 

cyber attacks.  

 Subsection A: 10 million dollars will be used to hire experienced cyber security experts.  

 Subsection B: The other 15 million dollars of allocated funding from this bill will be 

appropriated to monitor sensitive information that is seen to have possible connections to 

imminent cyberattacks. 

Section 3: Banks will be required to enable two factor authentication to log into accounts. 

Websites will prompt a code to be sent to smartphones, creating a second level of security for 

bank accounts.  

Section 4: This bill will go effect in 91 days 
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Title of Bill: An Act to Repeal Title X of the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer 

Protection Act 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

Preamble: Whereas, Title X of the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection 

Act established the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau(CFPB) in 2010. It began 

as an independent government agency whose main function is to regulate 

transparency in the consumer financial products and services sector, which includes 

businesses such as credit unions and banks. However, the CFPB has largely failed in 

its goals of maintaining a fairer financial sector. The CFPB has used its authorities 

chiefly to intrude on the commerce of local banks on the basis of “discrimination”, 

often with inaccurate data. In addition, the CFPB has had a more reactionary 

approach towards dealing with real issues of inequality and fraud in the consumer 

financial sector. As opposed to dealing with potential breaches of fiduciary duty and 

other infringements while still controllable, the CFPB often imposes large fines on 

banks once the issue has gotten out of hand. Thereafter, the CFPB will often claim a 

“leadership role” in fining a company for an infringement that could have been 

prevented through the simple oversight that the CFPB claims to conduct. The 

CFPB’s funding still remains intact, due to the fact that it is not included in 

Congress’ annual budget; instead, the CFPB is subsidized completely by the Federal 

Reserve, a virtually endless funnel of funds. As a result, Congress has little to no 

police powers over its actions. The CFPB has often refused to fully cooperate with 

Congress in its investigations, with no threat of budget cuts. This extrajudicial body 

can no longer be allowed to arbitrarily and falsely accuse financial institutions of 

non-transparency with no consequences. 
 

Section 1: Definitions— 

 Subsection A: Henceforth, “Title X of the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and 

Consumer Protection Act” and “Consumer Financial Protection Act of 2010” are to 

be used interchangeably. 

Section 2: The Consumer Financial Protection Act of 2010 is hereby repealed and the 

provisions of law amended or repealed by such Act are restored or revived as if such 

Act had not been enacted. 

Section 3:  This Act shall go into effect 90 days after its passage. 
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Title of Bill: An Act to Prevent Money Laundering 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 

Preamble:  Whereas 800 billion dollars is laundered each year worldwide (UNDOC).Whereas 

Illegal arms sales, smuggling, and the activities of organised crime, including drug trafficking, 

generate huge amounts of proceeds. Whereas Embezzlement, insider trading, bribery and 

computer fraud schemes can also produce large profits and create the incentive to “legitimise” 
illegally earned money through laundering (FATF). Whereas the drug trade in the Americas 

(worth $151 billion) represents almost half of the worldwide trade ($320 billion).Whereas illegal 

drug abuse costs American society $181 billion in health care. Whereas 65,000 deaths were 

caused by drugs in 2016 (New York Times). Whereas 13,286 deaths were caused by firearms in 

2015 in the USA. Whereas currently when $10,000 or more is deposited in the bank it is reported 

to the IRS. Whereas the current sentence in jail varies by state and circumstance.  

 

 

Section 1: Upon depositing of 5,000 USD cash or 7,000 USD electronically or by means of 

credit or check, the personal information and account information of the depositor will be sent to 

the International Revenue Service and the Federal Bureau of Investigations.  

 

Subsection A: The IRS will keep this information on file for a period of 5 years.  

 

Subsection B: The FBI will investigate the transaction and then dispose of any pertaining 

information after a 6 month period.  

 

Section 2: Regardless of any previous convictions the jail time for money laundering will be 

extended to a 22 year sentence in a high security prison. 

 

Section 3: Funding for this act will be determined by the IRS and FBI respectively. 

 

Section 4: This act will go into effect after 91 days. 
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Title of Bill: An Act to Require the use of Hybrid Buses in public transportation in the 

United States 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 
 

Preamble: Whereas hybrid buses are estimated to cut emissions by as much as 75 percent when 
compared to conventional diesel buses, whereas conventional diesel buses contribute 
to the already pressing issue of greenhouse gases and global warming, whereas, 
nitrogen oxides (NOx) emissions for diesel hybrids were 30 to 40 percent lower than 
conventional diesel vehicles and hybrid buses also outperform conventional buses 
whereas the hybrid buses are expected to have lower maintenance costs due to 
reduced stress and maintenance on mechanical components 

 
Section 1: The cost for the wider implementation of these buses will only cost about an extra 

$200,000 more than traditional buses. 
 

 Subsection A: This extra cost can be ignored because the hybrid buses possess a longer                 

lifetime than conventional buses 

 

Section 2: These buses will be implemented over a five year period which will give 

municipalitiesenough time to implement the new system of buses into their current lineup. 
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Title of Bill: An act to give a government incentive to states that create tiny house friendly zones 

within their states. 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 
 

Preamble: Whereas it is currently difficult to find appropriate locations to build tiny houses; this 

Act shall compel states to make themselves more tiny house friendly by instating a 

federal incentive to create tiny house friendly zones within their respective 

territories. 

 

Section 1: The term “tiny house” shall be defined as a house with square footage of 500 square 

feet or less, measured from the outside walls of the house. 

 

Section 2: States will be compelled to be more tiny house friendly. 

 

Subsection A: There will be more tiny house friendly zones by creating several areas in 

each state that promote tiny houses. 

 

Subsection B: These tiny house friendly zones may either be connected to a larger 

structure with electrical hookups, septic hookups, and fixed foundations or have the 

homes be required to have electrical hookups, septic hookups, and fixed foundations. 

  

Section 3: The incentive to create tiny house friendly zones will be provided by a 2.5% increase 

in highway funding for states which create such zones. 

 

Section 4: Funding will be allocated for this bill by the Ways and Means Committee. 

 

Section 5: This bill will go into effect in 91 days after its passage. 
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Title of Bill: An Act to Increase Federal Housing Assistance 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 
 

Preamble: Whereas commodification and speculation have drastically increased the costs of 

housing in the past decade; whereas nearly half of all households which rent housing 

spend an unsustainable and unaffordable amount of their income on rent; whereas 

the current federal programs only provide assistance to one-fourth of the eligible 

population due to limited funding; whereas the recent market-driven increase in 

housing prices has produced an increase in homelessness and poverty and a decrease 

in consumer spending and available income; 

 

Section 1: A 10% tax shall be levied on the sale of mortgage or mortgage-derived securities to 

anyone other than the original issuer of the mortgage, which shall be paid by the 

purchasing party. 

 

Section 2: Direct all proceeds of the tax enacted in section one towards funding for the 

Department of Housing and Urban Development, specifically the Housing Choice 

Voucher program and the construction and operation of public housing. 

 

Section 3: The tax outlined in section one shall be increased or decreased as it is determined by 

the Congressional Budget Office to be either insufficient or excessive in meeting the 

needs of all eligible populations served by the Department of Housing and Urban 

Development in the programs outlined in section two. 

 

Section 4: This bill shall go into effect 91 days after passage. 
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Title: The Family Financing Act 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

Preamble:  Whereas many families in the United States struggle, especially with multiple 

members and dependent members. Whereas around 45 million people in America fall under the 

poverty threshold, many part of struggling families. Whereas these people struggle not only to 

support themselves, but other dependent family members such as children or elder, and need to 

provide for more. Whereas this bill will help pay for some of these families’ housing related 

costs as an aid to living together in a home, to compensate for some of the higher costs of 

providing for a large household rather than one person. 

Section 1: Payments with determined amounts will be given to families who have the 

requirements for said payment. 

 

 Subsection 1a: Families must have two or more members. 

 

 Subsection 1b: At least one member must be under 18 years of age or a dependent 

member. 

 

 Subsection 1c: Household must have income under 20 percent of the state income 

median. 

 

Section 2: A new committee will be created to determine the top qualifiers for this payment.  

Out of all who applied, the 25,000 households in the country with the lowest percent 

of the state median income annually will get the payment. 

 

           Subsection 2a: Committee will also distribute the payments to each family going 

directly to mortgage payments, or an alternative payment in the household if mortgage is 

not an option. The amount of money given will be 5% of the monthly mortgage payment, 

and .5% added for each family member, after 2 members. 



 

 Subsection 2b: People who can qualify for the payments will apply directly to this 

committee.  

 

 Subsection 2c: Committee will collect the money necessary for the payments 

through funding determined by Ways and Means committee. 

 

Section 3: This bill will be put into action 91 days after passage. 
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Title of Bill: An Act to Improve Housing for the Homeless 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 

Preamble: Whereas the United States offers insufficient funds to the approximately 600,000  

homeless citizens of the country; Whereas there was a 9.3% increase in the $4.5 million, 

according to  the HUD, apportioned to the homeless in the U.S. between 2015 and 2016, and in 

tandem, the national rate of homelessness fell by approximately 40,000 people in the years 2015-

2016, therefore the U.S. should increase the funds continuously. Whereas no place in the United 

States should have a homeless population excess of 0.001%; Whereas the United States has the 

12ᵗʰ largest homeless population. 
 

Section 1: A homeless person will be identified as an individual who lacks permanent housing, 

including an individual whose primary residence during the night is a supervised public or 

private facility that provides temporary living accommodations, and any individual residing in 

transitional housing. This person must be living in these conditions for a minimum of five weeks 

to be identified by the government as homeless. 

 

Section 2: The government will allot a 500 million dollar increase in its funding for the homeless 

population in the country. 

Subsection A: A portion of the 42.4 billion dollars allocated to foreign aid will be used 

to cover all incurred fees by the increase. 

 

Section 3: Funds will be distributed on a need basis to different areas of the country. 

Subsection A: Need will be decided by the United States Agency for International 

Development. 

 

i. If the population in any given county in the United States has a homeless 

population greater than 0.001%, a new shelter will be built. 

ii. A schedule will be created to assess the affected areas. 

 



Section 4: In order for a shelter to be considered acceptable, it must provide one bed per person, 

and 2 meals per day. Job training, credit counseling, financial management, and religious 

services are optional. 

 

Section 5: Funding will either be increased or decreased every two years, as needed. 

 

Section 6: This bill will take effect 91 days after its passage. 
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