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Title of Bill: An Act to Promote the Use of Hydroelectric Power for Pre-Existing Non-

Powered Dams 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 

Preamble:  Whereas, hydropower is the most effective form of renewable energy. Hydropower 
plants are capable of converting 90% of the available energy into electricity. The hydroelectric 
turbine can quickly go from zero to maximum output. The results of the turbine are immediate. 
Whereas, hydropower is also the most reliable and low maintenance form or renewable energy. 
The water running into the turbines is constant. There’s also very little manpower needed to 
maintain the hydropower plants. The equipment is automatic so very little manpower is needed 
to operate the turbines. Whereas the transfer to hydropower will cut the burning of 120,000,000 
tons of coal, whereas hydropower produces zero waste 

 

Section 1:To allocate funds to each state in compliance with this bill in order to transform their 
non-powered dams and hydropower dams.  
            A: Let these initial funds not exceed $10 million  

  
Section 2: To deem the instances when a turbine cannot be put in place as exceptions to this 
bill. 
 A: A turbine cannot be implemented if deemed environmentally unsafe by the Unites 
States Fish and Wildlife Service, or the National Marine Fisheries Service.  

B: A turbine cannot be placed if it interferes with tribal land or rituals.  
C: A turbine cannot be deemed a public safety concern.  

  
Section 3: To send a representative from both the United States Fish and Wildlife Service 
and the National Marine Fisheries Service to each hydropower dam site at random to ensure the 
dam meets their requirement for environmental safety.  

A: Let the turbine be removed within the year if the dam fails to meet environmental 
safety criteria 

  



Section 4: Each fiscal year, the Department of Energy will assess the hydropower dam and 
turbine. They may increase decrease the funds allocated to each turbine to a total of no more than 
$15 million 

  
Section 5: Additional funds will be added to the Department of Energy to supply the 
federally  owned non-powered dams to sustain hydroelectric capabilities.  

 A: Let these funds be equal to the changes needed to retrofit the dams to meet the 
requirements for hydroelectric power. 
 

Section 6: The committee of Energy and Commerce and the Department of Energy may change 
the cap on the amount of money given to any state five years after this bill has been passed. 
              A: The cap on the amount of additional money given to any particular state may 

be changed to exceed $15 million if need be.  
 
Section 7: The funding for this bill shall be determined by the Ways and Means Committee 
 
Section 8: This bill will take effect 91 days after passage.  
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Title of Bill: An Act to Help Kidney Transplant Patients from Ending Up Back on the 

Kidney Transplant List. 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 

Preamble:  Whereas there are over 80,000 people on the kidney transplant list in the United 
States. Whereas Medicare currently pays for dialysis and the cost of the transplant surgery. 
Whereas the average annual cost of these treatments to Medicare is $30 billion. Whereas after 
the kidney transplant surgery, daily doses of various immunosuppressive medications are 
necessary to keep the kidney functioning. Whereas Medicare only pays for these 
immunosuppressive medications for a period of three years, after which the patient is expected to 
pay for their own immunosuppressive medications. Whereas these medications cost an average 
of $15,000 a year. Whereas a large percentage of kidney transplant patients stop taking 
immunosuppressive medications due to their inability to pay for it following the cessation of 
Medicare’s three year coverage period. This bill will require Medicare to pay for 
immunosuppressive medications for the lifetime of successful kidney transplant recipients. 

 
 

Section 1:To require Medicare to pay for immunosuppressive medications for the term of the 
natural life of a kidney recipient.  

  
Subsection A: Let immunosuppressive medications, also known as immunosuppressants, 

be defined as an anti rejection medication that inhibits or prevents the activity 
of the immune system. 

  
Section 2:This bill will take effect 91 days after its passing. 
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Title of Bill: An Act to Promote the Use of Clean Wave Energy 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 
 

Preamble: Whereas the energy requirements in the world rapidly increase on a daily basis, 
whereas 95% of the worlds energy today comes from fossil fuels, whereas the use of fossil fuels 
emits carbon dioxide, where as fossil fuels are beginning to deplete, whereas the United States 
accounts for 25% of the worlds carbon emissions, whereas climate change becomes a more 
pressing matter each and every day, whereas we are still looking for a strong source of 
alternative energy, whereas wave energy remains an untapped source of energy in the United 
States, whereas wave energy produces roughly 1,000 times the amount of kinetic energy 
produced by wind, whereas buoy systems have no harmful environmental impact, whereas wave 
energy has no limiting factors as solar energy has, whereas there are already numerous 
companies that specialize in wave energy, whereas the growth in wave energy industry will 
produce a vast quantity of jobs, this bill capital that will provide the opportunity for the wave 
energy industry to prosper and create a substantial alternative energy source. 
 

 

Section 1: $800,000,000 of subsidies will be provided over 5 years in order to promote the 
growth of the wave energy industry 

 

Section 2: A committee of 8 DOE, 5 Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, and 2 EPA officials 
will be formed to determine the viability of the companies that apply to receive a subsidy 
 
Section 3: After 5 years, the aforementioned committee will provide a status report of the 
companies that have been receiving the subsidies and whether or not these companies should 
continue to receive funding 
 

a. The committee will also include in the report whether or not this program 
should be continued through another 5 year cycle 

b. The committee will also have the ability to ask for more, the same, or less 
funding than originally provided 

 

Section 3:  Funding for this bill will be taken from a 12.5% cut in fossil fuel subsidies 

 

a. Any additional funding required for this bill will come from the Senate 
Appropriations Committee as well as the DOE’s budget 



 
Section 4: This bill will take effect 91 days after passage 
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Title of Bill: An Act to Increase Availability of Naxolone to Communities Battling Opioid 

Overdoses  

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 
Preamble:  

 Whereas there has been an alarming increase in prescription drug abuse overall, and opioid  

abuse and overdose, specifically, in many vulnerable communities across America.  

Recognizing the recently passed act no. 114-198, also known as CARA that aims to prevent and 

treat opiod addiction.  

Recognizing that the trend of adding fentanyl to heroine has lead to  

more lethal overdoses. Noting that it has been scientifically proven that naxolone can reverse an 

overdose in progress if administered correctly and swiftly. Whereas many of those who are 

addicted to drugs are treated in clinics and my community outreach workers who go into the field 

rather than in the hospital setting.   

Definitions:  

Opiod: substance taken from that is used as pain relief in prescription medications, but also abused 

recreationally by substance abusers because of its calming effects and addictive qualities 

Naxolone: Overdose reverse  

Narcan: brand name for naxolone 

Fetanyl: synthetic opioid used as a recreational drug often disguised as other medications or mixed with 

heroin, leading to thousands of overdose deaths from 2000 to 2017. 

Section 1: An infomational training and protocol will be delivered to community outreach  

organizations in vulnerable communities to educate them on the safe and effective use of  

naxolone. 

Subsection A: The training and protocol are required for all organizations that wish to receive the 

overdose reversal.  

Section 2: All community organizations affected will keep record and provide their data for review  

by to the National Institute On Drug Abuse to keep track of the usage, demand, and progression 

of naxolone demand. 

Section 3: This bill will go into effect  91 days after passage. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Recreational_drug_use
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heroin
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Title of Bill: An Act to Centralize the Storage of Nuclear Waste in The United States  

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 
Preamble: Whereas there are more than 71,000 tons of nuclear waste in nuclear reactors across 

the United States; whereas one in three Americans live within fifty miles of nuclear 

waste; whereas there are currently 61 nuclear power plants in United States
1
; 

whereas over 76,430 metric tons of used nuclear fuel has been produced in the past 

forty years
2
; whereas the lack of concentration of nuclear waste is a clear danger to 

the United States; and whereas the Yucca Mountain facility in Nevada has been 

preparing to hold nuclear waste since 1987; this act will require that the nuclear 

waste of all other nuclear power plants will begin transfer to the Yucca Mountain 

facility starting one year after passage. 

 

Section 1: The removal of waste shall be in ordered from the plants with the least nuclear waste 

to the most nuclear waste. 5% of a plants waste will be transported to the Yucca 

Mountain facility per month until all the nuclear waste is gone from the powerplant. 

 

 Subsection A: Facilities will continue to do this as long as they are operational. 

 

 

Section 2: The nuclear waste of these facilities will transport via the U.S. freight railroad to 

Carson City NV where it will be transported by the U.S. Military to the Yucca Mountain facility. 

 

Section 3: A team of 12 inspectors shall be appointed by the Department of Energy and the 

Environmental Protection Agency to inspect Yucca Mountain annually for safety concerns. 

 

 Subsection B: In the event of a security concern all shipments to Yucca Mountain will 

cease immediately. 

 

Section 4:  The funds for this bill shall be appropriated by the U.S. Military budget 

supplemented by the budgets of the DOE and EPA. 

 

 

Section 5: This bill shall go into effect 91 days after passage.  

 

 

                                                 
1
 https://www.eia.gov/tools/faqs/faq.php?id=207&t=3 

2
 https://www.nei.org/Knowledge-Center/Nuclear-Statistics/On-Site-Storage-of-Nuclear-Waste 
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Title of Bill: An act to give tax incentives for solar power 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 

 

Preamble: Whereas, global warming is constantly increasing and is impacting the global 

communities negatively. Whereas, for centuries, the atmospheric carbon dioxide level has not 

crossed 300 parts per million, but, according to NASA since 1950 the levels have gradually 

increased to 400 ppm. Whereas, the problems caused by global warming have only been 

increasing. Whereas the Earth’s temperature in degrees fahrenheit has increased by 1.4 percent 

since 1880. Whereas the global temperature is rising rapidly, causing shifts in sea levels, 

warming oceans, causing ocean acidification, shrinking ice sheets, and declining Arctic sea ice. 

Whereas the U.S Department of Energy supports grants, loans, and financial programs that fall 

under their jurisdiction, which includes addressing the country’s energy, environmental and 

nuclear challenges through the means of transformative science, technology solutions, and 

innovative-eco friendly inventions. This bill moves to place tax incentives for homeowners who 

convert to domestic solar power, the photovoltaic system, thus reducing their ecological footprint 

which lowers the pace of global warming.  

 

Section 1: Tax incentives will be provided to citizens who convert to domestic solar power, 

particularly photovoltaic systems. 

 Subsection 1B: Tax incentives include lowered tax payments for homeowners converting 

to domestic solar power, photovoltaic systems. 

Subsection 1C: The tax incentives will be applicable to only income taxes and business 

profits. 

Subsection 1D: Tax incentives will be provided if homeowners use systems which are 

designed to supply usable solar power by means of photovoltaics instead of regular lighting 

sources. 

Subsection 1E: Photovoltaic systems can be placed on roofs of properties, and/or within 

their boundaries. 

 

Section 2: The Congress will meet every two years to review and update the bill if there are any 

technological advancements concerning ecological friendly machinery. 

 

Section 3: This bill will be enforced by the U.S Department of Energy. 



 Subsection A: A subcommittee will be created to decide the tax incentives. 

 Subsection B: This subcommittee 

 

Section 4: This bill will be funded by the U.S Department of Treasury. 

 

Section 5: This bill shall go into effect twelve months after passage. 



Yale Model Congress 2017 

 
Purple House Energy and Commerce 

Committee 

 

 

 Armand Baklajian                  Great Neck South High School 

         Author           Delegation 

 

 

Title of Bill: An act to cut Oil industry subsidies to increase alternative energy subsidies 

and give tax credits to the citizens 

 

Be It Enacted By The Yale Model Congress 

 

Preamble: Whereas in 2013 5.2 billion dollars a year goes to subsidies the oil industry. Whereas 

these the top five oil industries made over 137 billion dollars in 2011 when they reduced oil 

production. Whereas other alternative energy sources only got 2.2 billion dollars in subsidies in 

2013. Whereas our nation should not be helping out a thriving profitable industry. Whereas the 

playing field needs to be leveled in the energy industry. Whereas the government should try to 

limit its involvement in the free market. Whereas there needs to be a level playing field in all 

markets. Whereas the money previously used for subsidies from taxpayers ought to be returned 

in some way.  

Section 1:  Cut 2.2 billion dollars from oil industry subsidies. 

 Subsection A: Making it 3 billion dollars a year in subsidies for the oil industry. 

Section 2: Add 800 million dollars to alternative energy subsidies. 

Subsection A: Making it 3 billion dollars a year in subsidies.  

Section 3: The remanding 1.4 billion dollars will be given as tax breaks.  

Subsection A:  The tax breaks will be determined by the House Ways and Means 

Committee. 

Section 4: This Bill shall be enacted 91 days after passage. 



YALE MODEL CONGRESS 2017 

 

Purple House – Energy and Commerce 

 

Tyler Mudge              Newark Academy 
       Author                          Delegation 

 

Title of Bill: Small Business Growth Bill  

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 

 

Preamble: America’s need for economic stimulation through the growth of small 

businesses to medium sized businesses is being deterred by the required health care once 

a business has 50 employees. In order to overcome this obstacle a reward, a discount on 

health care cost, should be given to the small businesses that hire students, graduated or 

attending Community College, as an employee. This bill favors Community College 

students because those students typically have less access to employment and lower 

earning potential as full time employee compared to graduates of private institutions.  

 

Section 1: Establishing the county programs to facilitate the organization 

  

A. At most 5 members from the small business Administration would be present 

to create the final model for the plan. 

B. At most 5 representatives from 5 Community Colleges would also be present 

to help create the final model for the plan. 

C. The program will allow small businesses and community colleges to 

collaborate on training and job creation. 

D. Eventually, Community Colleges and Small Businesses Nation wide will 

participate. 

 

Section 2: Employers who create short-time employments receive the 10% deduction of 

health care from the intern’s health care plan. An employer who hires a full time employ 

would be able to receive a 20% deduction from the employ’s health care plan.  

A. The average cost for health care in New Jersey being 5,837 dollars (based on the 

2012 results of the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality) this discount 

makes a sizable difference that influence small business to expand. 

 

 

Section 3: After 5 years the employer discount for health care costs shall terminate.  By 

that time the business will have grown and created enough revenue so that the subsidy 

can be removed.  

 

Section 4: This bill applies from the 50
th

 employee hired to the 100
th

  

A. Seasonal employees are not included in this count and are also not eligible for the 

discount  



 

Section 5: Funding of this Bill will be determined by the Workforce and Education 

Committee 

 

Section 6: This bill will go into effect 91 days after approval 
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Title of Bill: An Act to Increase the Taxes and Tariffs on Non-Renewable Energy While Lowering 

Taxes on Crystalline Silicon 

 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 
 

Preamble: Whereas in order to secure a better future for the youth and unborn generations of 

these here United States, to establish permanent reliance on renewable energy 

sources, to diminish the dependence upon sources of energy deemed unhealthy to the 

planet we live upon, this bill is proposed, and intended to be enacted, to help 

alleviate the use of non-renewable energy sources and increase the growth of green 

and renewable energy sources. 

 

Section 1: This act may be cited as “The Brighter Future Act” 
 

Section 2: An increase on the tax of oil from 23.9% to 60% shall be implemented 

 

Section 3:   An oil tariff of 30% of crude price shall be implemented 

 

Section 4:   An increase on deep mined coal taxes from 4.4% of sales price to 20% shall be 

implemented 

 

Section 5:  A decrease in the tax on crystalline silicon from staggered rates up to 35% to a flat 

rate of 8% shall be implemented 

 Sub-Section A: Crystalline Silicon is the primary substance used to make solar energy 

devices including, but not limited to solar panels 

 Sub-Section B: The rate of taxation shall not be changed based on the origins of the 

substance and where it is imported from including, but not limited to The People’s Republic of 

China 

 

Section 6:  This act shall end in 2050 

 

Section 7:  This act shall be implemented 183 days after passage 

 


