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Title: A Bill to Increase Usage of Solar Power in Public Schools. (SPIPS) 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 
Preamble: Recognizing the huge development of solar power recently throughout the world, and 

the United States subsequently falling behind other countries in the implementation of renewable 

energy sources, as well as understanding the United States’ need to rely less on foreign 

countries’ energy and that Solar energy will surely benefit students in schools in more ways than 

one 

 

Section 1: A committee of one Chairman and multiple officials will be appointed to a committee 

to oversee the development, funding, and all affairs pertaining to an incentivization program of 

solar power.  This program, named Solar Power in Public Schools or SPIPS, will be available to 

states that have all its public schools use solar power to account for 7.5% of their total energy 

used. 

 

a. States will be incentivized to mandate that solar power to account for at least 7.5% of all 

energy used in their public schools with a 2% increase in the state Department of 

Education budget to be distributed to school districts.  

 

Section 2: The committee will consist of one Chairman who will be named by the Chairman of 

the US House of Representative Committee on Energy and Commerce. Also, this team will 

consist of additional members of the US Department of Energy. There will be one representative 

from the US Department of Energy per two states that comply with the incentivization. These 

additional members will be named by the chairmen of the committee. 

 

a. The additional members from the US Department of Energy will be given two states to 

look after and make sure that the schools participating are up to par with this program.  

 

b. The Chairmen of this committee will oversee the other members of this committee and 

approve of the work that they complete. The Chairman of this committee will be held 

accountable for all affairs involving this committee. 

 

Section 3: The funding for the increase in state Department of Education budget will be taken 

from the Fossil Energy Programs in the US Department of Energy’s budget. 

 

Section 4: This bill will go into effect on November 1, 2019. 
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An Act to Raise the Federal Tax on Gasoline  

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 

 

Preamble: Whereas the federal tax on gasoline is 18.4 cents per gallon1, which has 
not changed since 1993, and is fixed and not adjusted for inflation2. Whereas the gas 
tax is the sole contributor to the Highway Trust Fund (HTF)3. Whereas raising the 
federal tax on gasoline shall create new revenue for the building and repairing of the 
country's transportation system and infrastructure. Whereas the decaying of said 
infrastructure costs the United States over $120 billion a year4. Whereas the raising 
of taxes shall promote energy independence and lower carbon emissions; Whereas 
raising the tax incentivizes citizens into using less fossil fuels and seeking 
transportation solutions such as carpooling and public transit; Whereas raising the 
tax will promote other renewable sources of energy; Whereas revenue from the 
raised gas tax will benefit United States citizens as their money goes towards 
building and repairing infrastructure; Whereas in raising the gas tax, the country 
could raise 291 billion dollars in only 10 years5. The federal gasoline tax should be 
raised for the betterment of the country. 
 
Section 1: The federal tax on gasoline other than aviation gasoline shall be 
 Subsection A: raised from 18.4 cents to 25.9 cents at the start of the 2019 fiscal 
year 
 Subsection B: raised from 25.9 cents to 33.4 cents at the start of the 2020 fiscal 
year 

 
Section 2: The federal tax on gasoline other than aviation gasoline shall be raised when 
necessary in a calendar year to allow adjustment for inflation 
 Subsection A: The current inflation rate on gasoline shall be determined by the 
Department of Labor’s Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) 
 Subsection A: The amount raised to allow for inflation adjustment shall be determined 
by the Department of Transportation based on the data provided by the BLS 
 
Section 3: All revenue from the raised taxes generated shall continue to be allocated towards the 
Highway Trust Fund. 
  
Section 4: This act shall be funded by the U.S. Department of Transportation 



 

 

 
Section 5: This act shall be enforced by the U.S. Department of Transportation 
 
Section 6: This bill shall go into effect at the start of the 2019 fiscal year. 
 
Works Cited:  
Works cited: 
1“U.S. Energy Information Administration - EIA - Independent Statistics and Analysis.” How 

Much Tax Do We Pay on a Gallon of Gasoline and Diesel Fuel? - FAQ - U.S. Energy 

Information Administration (EIA), www.eia.gov/tools/faqs/faq.php?id=10&t=10. 
2
Mooney, Chris. “The Gas Tax Has Been Fixed at 18 Cents for Two Decades. Now Would Be a 

Great Time to Raise It.” The Washington Post, WP Company, 3 Dec. 2014, 

www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2014/12/03/why-now-would-be-a-very-good-time-to-

raise-the-gas-tax/?utm_term=.16001ce969e7. 
3“What Is the Highway Trust Fund, and How Is It Financed?” Tax Policy Center, 

www.taxpolicycenter.org/briefing-book/what-highway-trust-fund-and-how-it-financed. 
4
III, Ashley Halsey. “Decaying Infrastructure Costs U.S. Billions Each Year, Report Says.” The 

Washington Post, WP Company, 27 July 2011, www.washingtonpost.com/local/decaying-

infrastructure-costing-us-billions-report-

says/2011/07/27/gIQAAI0zcI_story.html?utm_term=.751971a783f3. 
5
https://www.foreffectivegov.org/sites/default/files/budget/Revenue/GasTax.pdf 

 

http://www.eia.gov/tools/faqs/faq.php?id=10&t=10
http://www.taxpolicycenter.org/briefing-book/what-highway-trust-fund-and-how-it-financed
https://www.foreffectivegov.org/sites/default/files/budget/Revenue/GasTax.pdf


YALE MODEL CONGRESS 2017 
 

Blue House- Energy and Commerce 

 

Committee 

 

                           Karlyse Pollard                       New Haven Academy   

 

Title of Bill: An Act that Determines the Level of Glyphosate in Food Products 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 
 

 

Preamble: Whereas the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) conducts testing programs for  

herbicide in food every year for public safety. Whereas glyphosate, the main ingredient in 

Roundup®, is applied to the most popular crops in the United States. Whereas the conglomerate 

food company, Monsanto created and uses glyphosate in its products which span across many 

popular brands including and Kraft, Kellogg's’, Nabisco and Campbells, and dozens of others.  

Whereas an independent organization, the World Health Organization’s International Agency for 

Research on Cancer, identified glyphosate as a probable carcinogen in 2015. Whereas the 

methodology used by the FDA to test for glyphosate and other herbicide faced scrutiny from the 

U.S. Government Accountability Office in 2014. Whereas tests were started this year, but then 

stopped after problematic levels of glyphosate were found in honey and baby food. Whereas 

enforcement action can be taken against a food producer when tests are found to exceed the 

“maximum residue level” or “MRL”.Whereas various tests are conducted to find other herbicides 

in crops but testing for glyphosate has come to an abrupt halt.   

 

Definitions: 

 Glyphosate- a synthetic chemical used as a herbicide primarily by the Monsanto Co. and is  

particularly effective against weeds. 

 Herbicide - a substance that is toxic to plants and is used to destroy unwanted vegetation      

especially in agriculture. 

            US Government Accountability Office (GAO): highest auditor of the legislation that monitors and  

investigates government and spending and evaluations 

(Maximum Residue Level (MRL):  the amount herbicide residue expected to remain without  

causing a hazard to public health 

 Environmental Protection Agency (EPA): responsible for setting tolerance levels 

 Food and Drug Administration (FDA): responsible for annual testing of herbicide and pesticide  

levels in food products 

 

Section 1:  The FDA will conduct tests for the herbicide glyphosate in food products in the same manner 

and frequency as it does all other chemicals. 

Subsection A: The FDA will have its methodology reviewed and approved by the GAO before 

testing begins. 



 

Subsection B: The results of testing will shared with the GAO after they are successfully 

completed. 

 

Section 2: A timeline set by the GAO will be enforced to require that the tests be completed urgently, as it 

is potentially a matter of public health. 

 

Section 3: Any funding necessary to regulate and ensure accurate testing, up to the amount of $3 million 

dollars, will be allocate by the Ways and Means Committee. 

 

Section 4: This bill should go into effect 91 days after passage. 
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Title of Bill: An Act to Inspire the Creation of Energy Efficient Vehicles 

  

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS  

  

 

Preamble: Whereas automobiles are responsible for 27 percent of greenhouse gases; Whereas 

greenhouse gases are known to negatively impact our atmosphere; Whereas in 2015 

35 percent of American purchased automobiles were manufactured outside the United 

States; Whereas tax credits exist for consumers purchasing electric vehicles; Whereas a fuel-

efficient car will save consumers money in fuel costs. 

  

Section 1:   Provide incentives, by way of tax credits, to the manufacturers of U.S. produced 

energy-efficient vehicles (“Qualifying Vehicles”) 
Subsection A: “Energy efficient vehicles” shall include: all-electric, hybrids, plug-in 

electric, diesel, flex fuel, alternative fuels and fuel cell vehicles. 

Subsection B: To be eligible for this tax credit, the energy efficient vehicles must be 

produced in the United States. 

  

Section 2:  The tax credit will be calculated based on 5 percent of the cost to manufacture 

Qualifying Vehicles that are actually sold. 

Subsection A: Application process:  To claim the credit, the manufacturer must fill out 

an IRS Form, and itemize a list of every vehicle sold that year. 



Subsection B: Companies will submit their Qualifying Vehicle’s car sales information 

annually by September 15 in order to receive their tax credit. 

  

Section 3: A certified public accountant will confirm the accuracy of the companies’ relevant 

data.    

  

Section 4:  This bill will take effect 91 days after its passage. 
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Title of Bill: The Puerto Rican Energy Act 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 

Preamble: Whereas about 80% of Puerto Rican residents were without electricity nearly six 

weeks after Hurricane Maria knocked down thousands of poles and lines. Whereas the Puerto 

Rican Electric Power Authority, known as PREPA, is generating just 30 percent of its normal 

output. Whereas the Puerto Rican power grid is in such bad shape that the power authority does 

not know exactly how many of its customers are without power. Whereas Whitefish Energy 

Holdings, a small Montana company only two years old, was given a $300 million contract to fix 

the damage by PREPA against the advice of Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 

and the Puerto Rican Governor. Whereas the aptitude of Whitefish and the contract have come 

under severe scrutiny, leading to the cancellation of the contract. Whereas restoring power 

quickly is the most urgent concern, it is also crucial that the grid in Puerto Rico be rebuilt with 

more modern energy technologies focused on increased resiliency, energy efficiency and 

renewable energy. Whereas PREPA and the Puerto Rican government are bankrupt. Whereas the 

energy situation in Puerto Rico is not acceptable, and action must be properly taken.  

 

Section 1: FEMA will take responsibility for restoration efforts in Puerto Rico. 

 

Section 2: A bipartisan subcommittee of 10 members with disaster relief experience will be 

appointed 

Subsection A: The purpose of this subcommittee will be to periodically assess the 

efforts taken in Puerto Rico to assure progress in relief and rebuilding. The 

subcommittee can direct money and areas of concentration for restoration. 

 

Section 3: Funding for this bill will be provided by the Ways and Means Committee. 

 

Section 4: This bill will go into effect 91 days after passage. 
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Title of Bill: An Act To Ban Fracking 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 
 

Preamble: Whereas fracking is the process of drilling thousands of feet beneath the earth’s 
surface to obtain gas and oil from the inside of rocks. Whereas in 2005, fracking released 
450,000 tons of pollutants into the air that caused immediate health concerns. Whereas those 
extremely harmful chemicals, such as benzene, are inhaled into our bodies and could possibly 
cause cancer. Whereas residents living near fracking wells are inhaling toxic chemicals, which 
results in severe issues to their respiratory systems. Whereas the drinking water that locals living 
near wells are drinking is toxic and has a number of health defects. Whereas the methane 
released during fracking produces a significant amount of pollution that is a leading causes of 
global warming.  

 

Section 1: Let fracking be defined as the process of injecting liquids into rock at high pressures 
to extract oil that can be used as a source of energy. 
Section 2: Let The US Department of Energy (EPA) and The Department of Energy prohibit the 
issuance of permits to drillers for obtaining energy through fracking. 
 Subsection A: If the state agencies of the EPA finds anyone fracking they should be 
fined $10,000 

Section 3: Reallocate 25% of federal funding from fracking per year towards the development of 
government sponsored renewable energy sources 

Subsection A: 1/3rd of the funds will be reallocated towards education and job training for 

renewable energy 

Subsection B: Let a committee be established to oversee education and job training for 

renewable energy sources, under the Department of Environmental Protection and The 

Department of Energy  

Section 4: This bill will be enacted 91 days after passage. 
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Title of Bill: An Act to Incentivize Off-Shore Wind Power. 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 
 

Preamble: Whereas energy is one of the largest industries in the United States; whereas in 2016, 
the United States consumed 24% of the energy produced globally; whereas in 2016 
the CO2 emissions resulting from Green House Gas production in the United States 
surpassed 6.5 billion metric tons; whereas the government allocates $444 billion in 
federal subsidies for the production of fossil fuels annually; whereas only $17 billion 
in energy incentives is aimed toward low-emissions technologies; whereas recent 
advancements in scientific research and technology has led to the increasingly cost-
effective production of renewable energy, such as offshore wind power; whereas the 
supply of fossil fuels in the United States is being rapidly depleted; whereas the 
United States needs a sustainable, environmentally-friendly, and cost-effective 
source of energy; this act shall fund the research and production of offshore wind 
power and offer governmentally subsidized incentives to companies who transition 
from fossil fuels to offshore wind turbines. 

 

Section 1: The United States government will subsidize the research and development of 
offshore wind power.  

 
Subsection A: The United States government will allocate $30 billion toward the   

research and development of cost-effective offshore wind turbines. 
 

 Subsection B: Funding for this provision will be provided by the Department of Energy. 
  
 Subsection C: Research and development shall be conducted by the Energy Resource  
   and Development Administration. 
 
Section 2:  The United States government will offer tax and manufacturing incentives to   
        companies that transition from fossil fuels to wind energy. 
 
 Subsection A: The federal tax on carbon will be raised from $24 per tonne1 to $30 per  
   tonne, and then 2% annually2. 
 
  
 



Subsection B: The government will assume 33% of the transitional costs of companies  
   transitioning from fossil fuels to offshore wind power.  

Subsection C: The government will allocate $100 billion in total toward federal 
  subsidies that assist companies with the cost of implementing new wind  
  power technologies. 

 
 
1. Tonne: metric unit of mass equal to 1,000 kg or 2,204.6 lb. 
2.  The 2% tax increase does not apply to manufacturers in the process of transitioning toward wind 
energy 
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Title of Bill: The United States Monetary Reform Act 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 
Preamble: Whereas the American penny and nickel have become more costly than they are 

actually worth in American society; Whereas American business and commerce 

must become more streamlined and simple for the daily consumer and those 

involved in everyday business; 
 
Section 1: The United States shall suspend production of the one and five cent coin, otherwise 

known as the penny and the nickel, in its entirety. The one and five cent coins shall 
be no longer accepted as legal United States currency. 

 

Subsection A: Pennies and/or nickels owned by consumers may be brought to American-
based banks and can be exchanged for their equivalent worth in dimes, 
also known as the ten cent coin. 

 

 Subsection B: The exchange between the banks and consumers mentioned in subsection 
A can be also exchanged for equivalent value at the consumer discretion. Therefore, 
if a consumer were to bring in one hundred and ten (110) pennies to be exchanged, 
he/she could ask for eleven (11) dimes or one (1) paper dollar and a dime, which 
both equate to  the same sum of one dollar and ten cents ($1.10). However, if the 
bank is physically unable to exchange the currency in the preferred combination of 
the consumer, the bank may deny the consumer’s request, so long as they still 
provide an equivalent exchange. 

 
 Subsection C: American-based banks with leftover pennies and nickels may 

                    exchange them with the United States government under the same    
regulations and exchange policies as subsection A.  

 

Section 2: The prices of all goods, items, services, and products inside of the 
United States shall be rounded to the nearest one-tenth dollar multiple (i.e.: $1.99 -> 



$2.00, $1.51 -> $1.50, etc.) after fair taxation processes. 
 

Subsection A: No state or business shall alter their tax rates in cruel, unusual, or unfair 
amounts against the consumer. Legal action taken over the disputed tax rates shall be 
subjected to an impartial and fair trial within a federal court. 
 

 
Section 3:   All licensed corporations, franchises, and retail establishments are 
hereby required to display the complete rounded price of all products, packaged 
commodities and/or sold items. 
 
 Subsection A: In any licensed corporation, franchise, and retail establishment 
where price information is provided in accordance with a state’s respective business 
regulation, that information must be displayed in one of the following ways cited by 
the National Institute of Standards and Technology: By means of a sign that offers 
the unit price for one or more brands and/or sizes of a given commodity, by means 
of a sticker, stamp, sign, label, or tag affixed to the shelf upon which the commodity 
is displayed, or by means of a sticker, stamp, sign, label, or tag affixed to the 
consumer commodity.  

 
Subsection B: The display of price aforementioned in Subsection A must include (1) the 

brand name of the commodity; (2) the quantity of the packaged commodity, 
item, or product if more than one package size per brand is displayed; and (3) 
the total price of the product determined by the regulations contained in this 
bill. 

 
Section 4: This bill shall go into effect 182 days after its passage. 
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Title of Bill: An Act to Create Economic Prosperity on Indian Lands 

 

Preamble: Whereas American Indian lands are estimated to include nearly thirty percent of the 

nation’s coal reserves west of the Mississippi, as much as fifty percent of potential uranium 

reserves, and as much as twenty percent of known natural gas and oil reserves; whereas Indian 

lands also may contain rare Earth minerals sought after for manufacturing; whereas federal law 

requires the approval of the Secretary of Interior for a tribe or individual Native American to 

execute a lease agreement on land the US holds in trust for the respective tribe/individual under 

the Indian Land Mineral Leasing Act of 1982; whereas the Department of Interior has developed 

sprawling rules for the approval of leases on Indian lands including National Environmental 

Policy Act reviews, lengthy appraisals, and expensive applications for permits to drill; whereas 

on Indian lands, companies must go through at least four federal agencies and forty nine steps to 

acquire a permit for energy development, while obtaining the same permit off reservation only 

takes four steps (Regan); whereas currently Indian lands held in trust by the United States 

government are classified as federal lands and are therefore subject to the Bureau of Land 

Management’s regulations on hydraulic fracturing; whereas there are inherent weaknesses in the 

competency of the Bureau of Indian Affairs to manage oil and gas resources; whereas these 

current federal regulatory obstructions are interfering with the economic prosperity of many of 

the poorest communities in the United States;  

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 

Section 1: Define natural resource development as the utilization and management of natural 

resources including but not limited to wildlife, land, plants, minerals, oil, coal, gasses, wood, 

metals, diamonds, and other elements. 

 

Section 2: Eliminate all natural resource development restrictions for all Native American Indian 

tribes and nations. 

a. The Bureau of Indian Affairs no longer has jurisdiction over Native American Indian 

natural resource development. 

b. All Native American Indians are still subject to follow any other federal 

environmental standards, including but not limited to all Environmental Protection 

Agency standards. 

  

 Section 3: All Native American Indian nations and tribes may lease their trust lands for any 

natural resource development. 

 



Section 4:  All Native American Indian nations and tribes are permitted to conduct their own 

natural resource leasing and development. 

a. All Native American Indian tribes and nations must comply with all tribal leasing 

laws that exist specifically to their own tribe or Indian nation.  

b. Restriction of this leasing of development by any federal agency including the 

Department of Interior is prohibited. 

 

 

Section 5: This bill will take effect June 1
st
, 2018. 
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Title of Bill: An Act to Ban Tariffs on Solar Energy Equipment  

 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

Preamble: Whereas the United States International Trade Commission recommended levying 

tariffs of silicon-based solar photovoltaic cells and solar panels, and since the Solar 

Energy Industries Association developed an idea to establish a tariff on silicon-based 

solar cells of up to 30%, as well as tariffs on solar panels that range from 10% to 

35%, and since levying a 30% tariff would increase the price of solar panels by 10 

cents to 15 cents per watt.  

 

Section 1: This act may be cited as the “Stop the Solar Tariff Bill”  
 
 Subsection A: Create a licensing fee instead of a tariff  
 Subsection B: Licensing fee would be the same 30% as would the tariff (Import License)  
 Subsection C: Sale of import licenses could generate revenue for the U.S. government of 
 at least $89 million in the first year, and increase by $14 million annually in the three 
 subsequent years until the four-year tariff case ends.  
 Subsection D: Funds to be used to aide domestic solar manufacturers harmed by less- 
 expensive imports  
 

Section 2: President Donald Trump to establish a quota on silicon-based solar imports and 
manage the quota by establishing an auction for import licenses. Minimum selling price = 1 cent 
per watt.  
 
Section 3: Allow solar panels and photovoltaic cells to be more economically plausible for 
middle-class households.  
 
Section 4: Offer subsidies and reductions regarding panel installation. 
 
 Subsection A: 10% price reduction in all solar panel companies’ installation costs. 
 Subsection B: Reduce total cost by 7% for maintenance and other miscellaneous fees 
 imposed by individual companies.  
 
Section 5:  This bill shall go into effect 91 days after passage.  
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Title of Bill: An Act to Authorize Construction of Oil Pipelines in the United States 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 

Preamble: To make United States less dependent on foreign oil and access our natural 

resources, to boost the United States economy by having lower gas prices, creating 

more jobs for United States citizens. 
 

Section 1: In the unpopulated areas of the United States, a committee of drilling experts will 

determine if it is safe to drill for oil. Another committee will create naturally 

sustaining pipelines, to obtain the oil.  

 

 Section 2: The United States is at the mercy of foreign countries to get oil. By passing this 

legislation, it frees the United States of any obligations to obey the foreign countries. 

 

Subsection A: The United States will be dependent on itself to provide low cost fuel 

for United States citizens. 

 

Section 3: The United States economy will be boosted by more employment opportunities for 

citizens of the United States. Furthermore, more people will travel in the United 

States due to lower fuel cost, boosting tourism in the United States. Leading to more 

United States citizens spending more money in the United States. 
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Title of Bill: The Equipping Of United States Law Enforcement Officers With Naloxone 

  

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS  

  

 

Preamble: Whereas drug overdose deaths in the United States have reached a record high with 

roughly 64,000 in 2016. Whereas the majority of deaths of Americans under 50 have been 

caused by drug overdoses. Whereas the drug naloxone has been proven to reverse opioid drug 

overdoses and save lives. Whereas data from emergency medical services in Massachusetts from 

2013 to 2015 indicates that of the 12,000 naloxone dosages administered to overdose victims, 

93.5% of the individuals survived. Whereas police officers are often the first responders to drug 

overdose scenes, enabling officers to administer naloxone would increase an individual’s chance 

of surviving an overdose. Whereas at least 40 out of 50 states already have at least one local 

police department equipped with naloxone. Whereas equipping state and local police 

departments with naloxone would be significant in limiting the number of drug overdose deaths. 

  

  

Section 1: State and local law enforcement departments of the 50 states of the United States shall 

equip law enforcement officers with the drug naloxone. 

  

Subsection A: Naloxone shall only be used in scenarios regarding reviving people in the event 

of an opioid overdose. 

  

Subsection B: Law enforcement officers are required to administer naloxone if the 

individual is rendered unconscious due to the drug overdose. 

  

Section 2: Law enforcement officers shall receive mandatory training on how to administer 

naloxone. 

          



Subsection A: Recertification and retraining regarding the use of naloxone shall take   

place every two years. 

  

Section 3: State and local law enforcement departments shall receive funding by the federal 

government for the purposes of restocking naloxone and retraining officers. 

  

Subsection A:  The amount of funding the departments shall receive will be determined 

by the Ways and Means committee. 

  

Subsection B: Misuse of federal funding towards naloxone shall result in decreased 

federal funding in other departments. 

  

Section 4: Current laws regarding the prohibition and punishment of possessing and/or 

consuming opioids shall remain in place. 

  

Subsection A: Once they are revived, individuals revived by naloxone dosages remain 

subject to additional charges regarding unlawful actions towards law enforcement 

officers. 

  

Section 5: This bill shall be enacted in 91 days. 

 


