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Title of Bill: An Act To Promote The Use Of Greywater 
  

Be It Enacted By The Yale Model Congress 
  

  
 
Preamble: Whereas there are serious droughts going on in locations of the South-West United 

States. Whereas the reuse of water could help save crops. Whereas an increase in 
reused water could help the environment and preserve aquifers. Whereas the 
average citizen uses 80-100 gallons of water per day. Whereas 50-80% of that is 
used for irrigation. Whereas reducing that number could benefit people in droughts. 
Whereas greywater can improve the growth of agriculture. Whereas home-owners 
and businesses would receive tax-breaks for installing systems. Whereas the 
average system saves $400 per year. 

  
Section 1:  The federal government will implement a plan to reduce taxes for businesses and 

homeowners who use greywater systems. 
  
 Subsection A:  The person installing the system will receive a tax-break of 30% of 

what it took to install the system. 
 
 Subsection B: The tax-break of 30% will last until 2026, decreasing to 26% in 

2027, 22% in 2028, and 10% thereafter. 
 
Section 2: To qualify for the tax breaks the person must meet the following requirements: They 

must own their property; They must be a citizen of the United States; And they must 
own their greywater system. 

 



Section 3: This bill will go into effect 91 days after its passage. 
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Title of Bill: Thorium Exploration Act 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 
 

 

Preamble: Whereas thorium energy is held highly as a new future in clean nuclear energy and 
renewable, whereas Liquid Fluoride Thorium Reactors (LFTRs) are considered to be 
much safer and more efficient than nuclear reactors that are currently utilized to generate 
energy in the US, whereas the US alone has enough thorium to last hundreds of years if 
utilized for full energy generation, whereas LFTRs increase thermal efficiency and 
decrease nuclear waste production, whereas furthering research in this field will bring 
alternative energy initiatives out of obscurity and into common development. 

 
Section 1: The Department of Energy shall award monetary grants to select private organizations 

that engage in research and development pertaining to thorium energy. 

 Subsection A: These grants shall be in increments of $125 million based on the 
proposals and extent of research and development undertaken by the private 
organizations that are chosen for these grants. 

Section 2: This research and development shall be overseen by the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission, and progress and activity will be reviewed and analyzed by the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission every six months. 

Section 3: Additionally, $200 million shall be provided to the National Science Foundation for 
the specific purpose of thorium energy research and development. 

 Subsection A: This research and development shall be overseen by the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission, and progress and activity will be reviewed and analyzed by the 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission every six months. 

Section 4: Funding for this bill shall be provided through a $800 tax on every kilogram of used 
nuclear fuel generated in the United States. 

Section 5: This bill shall be enacted 91 days after passage. 
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TITLE: A Bill to Create Government Funding for the Yucca Mountain Nuclear Waste Repository 

 
 
Preamble: Whereas the United States Congress has approved the Yucca Mountain Nuclear Waste 
Repository as an appropriate location for the permanent repository for all of the nation’ s nuclear waste, 
the funding for this project has been terminated. 
 

Be it hereby resolved by the Yale Model Congress  
 
Section 1: The Yucca Mountain Nuclear Waste Repository shall begin to take waste by October 31st, 
2018. 
 
Section 2: The Yucca Mountain Repository will not be closed before October 31st, 2019. 
 
Section 4: The U.S. Department of Energy shall be responsible for operating and maintaining the Yucca 
Mountain Repository. 
 
Section 5: Funding for this bill shall be appropriated by the Ways and Means Committee and the Nuclear 
Waste Fund. 
 
Section 6: This bill shall go into effect in 91 days. 
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Blue House: Energy & Commerce 

Committee 

Kevin Mbogo 

Title of Bill: An Act to Produce Clean and Reliable Energy in the Unites States 

  BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 

Preamble: Whereas solar panels provide unlimited and clean source of energy in 
the United States, whereas the time and energy for mining and searching for oil 
deposits in the Earth are limited with health costs of 100 billion a year in the 
United States, whereas solar panels are renewable, sustainable, low maintenance, 
and used for different implications easy to install they will be able to reduce 
electricity cost by 20 % for homeowners, whereas hydroelectric dams cost 1.2 
billion a year to build and cause displacement of people living in a certain area, 
whereas solar panels are easy to build maintain and are starting to be 
implemented in different areas with the help of the states providing homeowners 
with expense costs to entice people to build solar panels on their homes, whereas 
solar panels built in dessert areas such as Arizona, California New Mexico can 
provide power to substations and many homes. 

Definitions: Let solar panels be defined as panels that collect and store the sun’s 
rays which can be used for electricity or heating. 

Section1:  First 10 independent experts on manufacturing, budgeting, energy 
production will be assembled by the House Energy and Commerce to make a 
detailed plan from the cost of the project to the outcome. 

 Subsection A: The committee should farther explore the different 
implications on the use of solar energy and the cost of building solar panels. 

 Subsection B: The committee must survey the different areas where 
production of solar energy will be beneficial. 

Section2: Once the cost of building, and maintaining the solar panels are done 
and the areas found beneficial located the committee will present the findings to 



congress, whereby congress will take a vote and select an area to build the solar 
panels. 

Section3: After congress approves about 5 billion will be allocated to the 
Department of Energy and Commerce which will oversee the plan has been 
implemented. 
Section4: After construction is done, First Solar will operate the solar panels and 
activities will be overseen by the Department of Energy and Commerce. 

Section4:  The different findings will be collected by the Department of Energy 
and Commerce to reanalyze the production of the solar panel and if beneficial the 
committee can present the finding to congress and propose to production of 
more solar panels. 

Section5: Funding for this bill will be allocated by the House of Ways and Means 
Committee. 

Section6: This bill will take effect after 91 days after passage. 

 



YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

FALL 2016 

Blue House-Committee of Energy and Commerce 
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Title: An act to decrease the dependency on foreign fuel, reduce emissions and decrease 
negative effects of climate change  
Preamble: Climate change poses great risks to domestic and international relations. As 
identified by the Climate Security Consensus Project, climate change may cause mass migration, 
international conflict, as well as affecting oceans and ruining both ocean ecosystems and 
maritime industries. There is very little legislation to prevent climate change, and it is a matter of 
national security that legislation is passed to prevent further destruction of the environment. 
Whereas the American Clean Energy and Security Act of 2009 was proposed for the same 
purpose, it has remained on pending on the senate floor and cannot meet the environmental 
standards required to prevent climate change. 
  
Section 1: Cap and Trade 

a. A cap and trade program, the government sells a limited amount of carbon credits 
worth 1,000 tons of carbon dioxide. When a company releases more carbon dioxide than their 
credits are worth, they must negotiate to buy credits from a company who remained under the 
limit, or find alternate ways to provide energy. This program increases incentives to limit 
emissions as well as create a more competitive economy as a result. 

b. Any company emitting more emissions than their owned credits, and are unable to 
purchase any from other companies must buy added credits from the else pay the government 
mandated fine directly from their profits. This increases revenue for the government as well as 
decrease carbon emissions. 
Section 2: Subsidies For New Technologies 

a. 100 billion dollars a year will be used to subsidize new technologies for alternate forms 
of energy, or technologies to increase energy efficiency. This provides easier ways for 
companies to meet the carbon dioxide limits as well as improve energy efficiency and decrease 
dependency on foreign fuel. 

b. New infrastructure shall be installed to accommodate for renewable resources. This 
includes an investment in the modernization of the power grids and into a “smart grid,” as well 
as setting aside land for solar farms and wind farms. 
            c. This section will use funds from the cap and trade in section 1, and won’t take effect 
for one year as the funds are accumulated. 
  
Section 3: Increased Emissions Testing 

a. A more frequent and random emissions testing will take place for factories and plants. 
This is to enforce the cap and trade program in Section 1. This also helps to check whether or not 
plants are decreasing their overall emissions. 
             
Section 4: This bill will be enacted 180 days after its passage to ensure minimal further to the 
ecosystem as well as give time for companies to prepare for the change. 
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Title: An Act to Finish Building the Yucca Mountain Nuclear Waste Repository  
 
Preamble:  Whereas in 1982 Congress passed the Nuclear Waste Policy Act which ordered the 
Department of Energy to build and operate a nuclear waste repository, whereas Yucca Mountain 
in Nevada was chosen, whereas funding for Yucca Mountain was discontinued in 2011 during 
the Obama Administration, whereas nuclear power plants around the nation are running out of 
places to store their nuclear waste, and whereas the various organizations like the Department of 
Energy and the Nuclear have deemed it a safe site 
 

Be it hereby enacted by the Yale Model Congress: 
 
Section 1: Resume the building of Yucca Mountain Nuclear Waste Repository. 
 

Sub-Section 1: The construction and operation of the repository will be supervised by 
the Department of Energy. 

 
Sub-Section 2: The repository must be finished by 2025. 

 
Section 4: This bill will take effect 91 days after its passage. 
 
 

Kommentar [1]: http://www.nei.org/M
aster-Document-
Folder/Backgrounders/Fact-
Sheets/Yucca-Mountain-Myths-and-
Facts-Opponents-Distort-o 

Kommentar [2]: http://www.nei.org/is
sues-policy/nuclear-waste-
management/disposal 
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Title of Bill: A Bill to End Single-Use Plastic Bags 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 
 

 
Preamble:  
Whereas the consumption of plastic has increased dramatically. Whereas we have used more 

plastic in the last 10 years than we have in the last century, and approximately 500 
billion plastic bags are used worldwide per year. Whereas although we use all these 
plastic bags, few of them are reused or recycled properly. Whereas 50% of the 
plastic bags we use, we use just once. Whereas 5% of the plastic bags used are 
recovered, leading to billions of plastic bags floating on the ocean’s surface (making 
up 40%of the oceans surface). Whereas a consequence of this is one million sea 
birds and 100,000 marine mammals are killed annually from plastic in our oceans. 
Whereas because plastic is so cheap to make (2-5 cents), retailers prefer to use this 
medium for bags, but the government can step in to persuade the consumer to help 
our environment. 

 
 
Section 1:  A company of 250 employees must charge a fee of 5 cents per plastic bag necessary 

for the purchase. 
 
  Subsection A: 250 employees applies to the company as a whole, not a single 

branch. 
 
  Subsection B: A shopper can avoid the charge if they bring bags of their own. 
 
  Subsection C: A company that chooses to use paper or multi-use bags is not 

required to charge this fee. 
 
Section 2: The money from the fee will go to the company, and said company will be required 

to donate the total earnings from the fee. 
 
Section 3: A bipartisan subcommittee of 10 members shall be formed in charge of monitoring 

company purchases of plastic bags, and then the collection and donation of the fee 
based on the number of plastic bags the company has given out compared to how 
much the company has earned. 

 



  Subsection A: Companies found to not have complied with this bill will have a 
punishment deemed appropriate by the subcommittee based on the severity of the 
crime. 

 
Section 4: Any necessary funding for this bill will be provided by the Way and Means 

Committee. 
Section 5: This bill shall go into effect 91 days after passage. 
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Title of Bill: Make Americans Pay Non Negligible Gas Taxes Again Act 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 
 

Preamble: Whereas the gas excise taxes enforced by the United States Federal Government are 
the primary source of income for the U.S Highway Trust Fund. Whereas, the gas excise taxes do 
not earn enough money to meet the monetary requirements of aforementioned fund. Whereas, 
the taxes must be increased to facilitate the operation of the Highway Trust fund and to pay off 
its outstanding debts to the U.S government due to multiple multi-billion dollar bailouts. 
Whereas, the taxes require an increase due to better fuel economy and the increased cost of the 
maintenance and construction of infrastructure. Whereas, the gas excise tax set by the 103rd 
congress in 1993 of 18.8 cents per gallon of gasoline and 24.4 cents per gallon on diesel fuel. 
Whereas,  it is imperative that the taxes be raised and indexed to inflation to prevent any future 
monetary shortfalls.   
 
Section 1:  The gas excise tax is by increased by the 64.4% decrease in the value of the dollar 
due to inflation. The taxes should be increased to 30.9 cents per gallon for gasoline and 40.1 
cents per gallon for diesel fuel while at the same time being indexed for any future inflation. No 
later than January 3 of each year, the gas excise taxes shall be indexed to inflation with a yearly 
revaluation of the value of the dollar and a corresponding change in the cost of the taxes to adjust 
for any change. 
 
Section 2: As for aviation fuel, let there be a 10 cent increase to 31.8 cents per gallon on 
“kerosene aviation” (as defined by the IRS). No later than January 3rd of each year, the aviation 
fuel taxes not subject to the federal transportation tax be indexed to inflation with a yearly 
revaluation of the dollar and a corresponding change in the cost of the taxes to account for any 
change in the value of the dollar. 
 
Section 3: Bill is to be enacted 91 days after passage. 
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Title of Bill: An Act to Promote and Enable Employment 
 

Preamble: Whereas transportation to and from a place of employment is often necessary 
to be employed; whereas transportation to and from work can be incredibly costly, 
particularly for those in rural and low-income areas; whereas people living in rural and 
low-income areas are the people who need to work the most; whereas the long-term 
benefits of increased workforce participation outweigh the cost of enabling employment; 
whereas it is in the best interests of United States of America to ensure the ability of its 
people to work. 
 
 

Be It Enacted By The Yale Model Congress 
 

Section 1: The Employment Transportation Assistance (ETA) Program shall be created.  
ETA cards shall be made available to US Citizens who: 

i.  Have verified employment greater than five and less than one hundred miles 
away from their residence. 

ii. Have a household income of less than $25,000 per year. 
 

Section 2: ETA members will be issued an ETA EBT card which can be used to pay for 
transportation costs including but not limited to: gasoline purchase, bus passes, subway 
fares, train fares and ride sharing services. 
 

Section 3:  Administration and implementation of the ETA system shall fall to the 
Department of Transportation. 
 

Section 4: The monthly given balance shall be sufficient to pay only for the cost of 
transportation to and from work by the most efficient means.  This shall be calculated 
based on available transportation, work hours, location, gasoline prices, distance from 
work, and other relevant factors.  
 

Section 5: This bill will take effect 91 days after its passage. 
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Title of Bill: An Act to Harness Nuclear Power Within the United States 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 
 

 
Preamble: Whereas the USA is the world's largest producer of nuclear power, accounting for 
more than 30% of worldwide nuclear generation of electricity, and since the country's 100+ 
nuclear reactors produced 789 billion kWh in 2013, over 19% of total electrical output and since 
there are now 100 units operable and five under construction, and since fossil fuel estimates are 
expected to run out by the year 2045, and since nuclear power harnesses up to 500% more 
energy than regular fossil fuels, and since fossil fuels are harmful for the environment and may 
lead to further global warming causes that the United States would have to take responsibility 
for; 
 
Section 1: Let all states willing to relinquish their fossil-fuel power for nuclear power receive:  
           Sub-Section A:An increase in highway funding for a period of 5% more for 10 years, 
          Sub-Section B: Let all states also be funded to set up nuclear-power safety centers in 
which: 

i. Government will be able to monitor the nuclear power within the state; 
ii. Government will be able to distribute safety guidelines for how to use nuclear power; 
    
Section 2: Let all states who wish to preserve their fossil fuels be taxed 5% on all of the money 
that they spend on  
         Sub-Section B: Let all states include a section pertaining to what they will do with this 
fund; 
 
Section 3: Let the Transportation and Infrastructure Committee decide which states shall receive 
this fund based on the state’s reason’s correlation with Section 1 of this bill and let APTA 
determine if the state truly deserves the fund; 
 
Section 4: Let Public Transportation in Suburban Areas within this bill be defined as any form of 
buses or subways that travel within the state that it is being implemented in only; 
 
Section 5: Let all states that fail to comply with this bill receive a 2.5% decrease in highway 
funding; 
 
Section 6: Let the amount of funding given to the states by grants be determined by the 
Committee on Ways and Means; 



Section 7: Let this bill take effect 91 days after passage. 
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______Samantha D’Ercole_______                     Framingham High School__ 
 
Title of Bill: An act to _Mandate the Taxation of Feminine Hygiene Products  

 
BE IT ENACTED BY YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 
Preamble: Whereas six states (New Jersey, Minnesota, Maryland, New Jersey, Massachusetts 

Pennsylvania) do not tax menstrual products; Whereas seven states (Oregon, Montana, Delaware 

New Hampshire, Alaska, New York, California) do not have a sales tax on menstrual products; 

Whereas the proponents of ending “tampon tax” create a double standard while offering tax 
exemptions for medicinal goods.  
 
Section 1: No state shall be permitted to place any tax on feminine products.  
 
 Subsection A: A feminine product shall be defined as personal care products used by 

menstruating women, some transgender men, intersex people and nonbinary people for 

menstruation, vaginal discharge, and other bodily functions related to the vulva and vagina. 
 
Section 2: States that fail to retain their tax will be subject to the federal government taking the 

tax revenue away from the states. The federal government will also have the power to offer 

compensation to the states that subsidize their tax.   
 
Section 3: This bill shall go into effect 91 days after passage.  
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Title of Bill: An Act to Repeal the 1984 National Minimum Drinking Age 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 
 

 

Preamble:         Whereas the States of this nation are subjected to underhanded threats by 
the federal government to cut highway funding if they do not comply to a 
federal recommendation restricting the sale or possession of alcoholic 
beverages to persons under the age of twenty-one; effectively seizing from the 
States the right to set their minimum drinking age laws.        

 
     

Section 1:    Repeal of National Minimum Drinking Age Act  
 

Subsection A: REPEAL- The 1984 National Minimum Drinking Age Act (23 
U.S.C.158) and subsequent amendments are hereby repealed.  

 
Section 2:  No official of the Federal Government or offices thereof may withhold funds 
expressly designated for the States by prior laws as a means to encourage States to 
maintain a federal regulatory drinking age. No federal policy or law shall be enacted 
which limits funding for state programs based on the states drinking age; as well as no 
policy shall be enacted which would incentivize states to maintain a specific regulatory 
drinking age.  
 
Section 3:  No law shall be passed usurping the states’ authority to decide age restrictions 
on the possession or purchasing of alcoholic beverages, nor shall laws be passed 
incentiving states to a set minimum requirement. Age restrictions concerning the 
possession or purchasing of alcoholic beverages shall be deferred to the states.  
 
Section 4: The minimum drinking age of all non-state territories, as well as laws 
concerning the possession and purchasing of alcoholic beverages, as no State government 
currently exists with the power to make such decisions, shall be decided by their 
respective local authorities. 
 
Section 5: This bill shall be enacted following a period of 91 days.  
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Title of Bill: An Act to Establish Flint, Michigan as a Superfund Site 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 

 
Preamble: Whereas the public water supply system in Flint, Michigan is an imminent, 
substantial and irreversible threat to human health, welfare and the environment. Whereas the 
State of Michigan is at the top of the list of Potentially Responsible Parties, presently leading a 
woefully inadequate response action, compounding the damage already done to the health of 
Flint residents. Whereas this situation places a moral and legal obligation upon the Federal 
government to intervene and minimize and mitigate this ultimate tragedy.  
 
Section 1: A Superfund site will be implemented under the Comprehensive Environmental 
Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA) to provide a mechanism for immediate 
relief to the people of Flint. 

a. The Hazard Ranking System (HRS) will be used to calculate the site score (ranging 
from 0 to 100) based on actual or potential release of hazardous substances from a 
site.  

b. Flint, MI will undergo an accurate evaluation to be declared under the Superfund 
National Priorities List (NPL) as defined in CERCLA. A score of 28.5 places the site 
on the NPL, making the site eligible for long-term remedial action under the 
Superfund program. 

 
Section 2: Funding for action against Flint’s water contamination will be allocated by the 
Superfund, a trust fund.  

a. Additionally, by referring to the U.S. Department of Justice, a portion of Superfund 
cleanup activities will be paid for by the parties responsible (PRPs). In Flint’s case, the 
state Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ). 

b. Cleanup activities will include (but are not limited to) the relocation of Flint residents to 
non-affected areas.   

 
Section 3: This bill will take effect 91 days after its passage. 
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                          Author                                                                                                                           Delegation 

 
Title of Bill: An Act to Raise Age of Tobacco Purchasing  
 
 

Be It Enacted By The Yale Model Congress  
 

Preamble: Whereas, the current state laws allow 18 year olds to buy tobacco products should be 

increased to 21. Whereas, in 2010, 35 percent of US citizens died from using a tobacco product. 

Whereas, over 6 million people in the United States die every year from use of tobacco. 

Whereas, if smoking continues at the current rate among youth in this country, 5.6 million of 

today's Americans younger than 18 will die early from a smoking-related illness. Whereas, 

nearly 9 out of 10 cigarette smokers first tried smoking by age 18. 
 
Section 1: The age of buying tobacco shall be 21 in all states. 

A. Let tobacco be defined as any product containing any amount of tobacco.  This shall 

include all forms of cigars, cigarettes, chewing tobacco, etc.  

Section 2: Most adolescents have had their first encounter with a tobacco product before the age 

of 21  
Section 3: Raising the legal age limit of tobacco sales to 21 would over time lead to a 12 percent 

decrease in adolescents ever being introduced with the opportunity to use a tobacco products   
Section 4: Any state that does not comply with this bill shall receive a decrease in highway 

funding by ten percent   
Section 5: This bill should be enacted in 91 days   
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Author : Thomas Trasser  Delegation : Moorestown High School 

 
 

 
Title of Bill:  
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE YALE MODEL CONGRESS 
 

 

Preamble: WHEREAS the penny serves as a form of currency; WHEREAS the production of 
the penny costs more than its actual value; WHEREAS many pennies go missing 
because they hold no worth to people; WHEREAS inflation has decreased the value 
of the penny; therefore let it be enacted by Yale Model Congress 

 
Section 1: The production of the penny will be abolished. 
 

Section 2:  All transactions will be rounded to the nearest five cents 
   Sub-SECTION A: All taxes will remain the same, and rounded to the nearest five 

cents. If the transaction is two cents or below it will be rounded down. If the 
transaction is three cents or above the transaction will be rounded up.  

 
Section 3: Stop the production of the penny 
   Sub-SECTION A: All pennies can be exchanged for the closest currency at a 

bank. 
   Sub-SECTION B: All returned pennies will be melted, recycled, and sold so the 

material could be reused.  
 
Section 4:  The bill will come into effect four years after passage. 


